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The U.S. Air force 354th Air Expeditionary Wing and Marine Aircraft Group 12 performed
a capabilities demonstration during a pre-planned readiness exercise at Marine Corps

Air Station Iwakuni, Japan, July 7, 2022. The demonstration included five U.S. Marine
Corps F/A-18 Hornets, eight F-35B Lightning Ils, a KC-130. r Hercules, 10 U.S.
Air Force F-22 Raptors and 10 F-35A Lightning Il aircraft, showcasing a high level of
readiness and joint service capability in support of a free and open Indo-Pacific.

Cover: The aircraft of the U.S. Air forc: 54th Air Expeditionary Wing and Marine Aircraft
Group 12 park at the flight line. Photo by Staff Sgt. Jessika Braden

Back Cover: U.S. Air Force Capt. Faith Hirschmann, the 354th Air Expeditionary Wing
chief of Public Affairs, listens to the radio at the flight line.

Photo by U.S. Air ForceSenior Airman Jose Miguel T. Tamondong
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“Kintai” is the quarterly magazine issued
by Marine Corps Air Station lwakuni,

for the local Japanese in Iwakuni City,

to highlight MCAS Iwakuni's roles

and obligations under the Treaty of
Mutual Cooperation and Security. This
publication is authorized by the United
States Marine Corps, however, it may

not always reflect the official views or
opinions of the U.S. government or the
U.S. Department of Defense.

2022 FK

6H16H. Kz be
RS2/ v IRIE(

U.S. Marine Corps Cc
oncoming comman
Japan, June 16, 202

2022 Fall

.'-'|

RICBN T BETBRIAIDED SR VA ZAS
BN BRI, BH ST TYSRR
0ing commanding officer of Marine Co ir Station Iwa and Col. Richard M. Rusnok, the
uni, conduct the passing of the color g;ha%p' mand ceremony at MCAS Iwakuni,
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"They have accomplished some amazing t

happens because of the Marines and sailor whﬁ'are

here at this base. It happens because of the ! pd't:lse's il

and dependents. It happens because of our embassi s
and our Japanese allies every single day working har"d
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.S. Marine Corps Col. Lance Lewis,
the outgoing commanding officer
of Marine Corps Air Station Iwakuni,
relinquished command to Col. Richard M.
Rusnok, the MCAS Iwakuni commanding
officer, during a change of command ceremony
held at MCAS Iwakuni, Japan, June 16, 2022.

Lewis will go to the Office of Naval
Research in Virginia. Rusnok served as the
commanding officer of Marine Fighter Attack
Squadron 121 “Green Knights”from March
2017 to April 2019, at MCAS Iwakuni, Japan;
this is his second tour in Japan.

Rusnock stated ,"I am dedicated to making
sure that the relationship [between the U.S.
and Japan, as well as our partners and allies
in the region] is strengthened, it's maintained
and it becomes a centerpiece of what we do on

a daily basis here."
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"Thank you for welcoming me and my family back to
Japan. | am glad to maintain the bond with neighbors.

| believe we can do anything if we work together. | am
looking forward to working with all of you. (Speaking in

Japanese)"

JFv—FM.SR/vIKIk

Col Richard M. Rusnok Jr.
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SREEIZPERE MRV D EEEMICEE USS Tripoli Docks at MCAS Iwakuni
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N |/, g R T ) R (LHAT) JAS5 H 20 H . K Sk he amphibious assault ship USS Tripoli (LHA 7)
HIEfTZe TR LTz, docks at the Marine Corps Air Station Iwakuni,
Z OMPRAING E & 1B L R 2 O R e b A Japan, harbor May 20, 2022.
FEH G U D22 (R i S HE 3 B JetE DM R A TR 3 B i Due to its geographic location and collocated airfield
Bz HRIRNMILE DI H B, and harbor, MCAS Iwakuni is uniquely postured to
MUKV ERR O i CE LT3 0, FEES>/ S—k provide advanced naval integration in support of

F—EEA EER M m 8, Fz A Y RIS O R & 22 E regional security.

SEB RSB E LCOEREZHSTWS, Tripoli is operating in the U.S. 7th Fleet area of
responsibility to enhance interoperability with allies
and partners, and serves as a ready response force to
defend peace and stability in the Indo-Pacific region.
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U.S. Marine Corps Lt. Col. Timothy Farag, commanding officer of Marine Fighter
Attack Squadron (VMFA) 121, center, greets Marines aboard the amphibious
assault ship USS Tripoli (LHA 7). Photo by Sgt. Jackson Ricker
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The members of Japan Air Self-Defense Force observe an ordnance loading
exercise aboard USS Tripoli (LHA 7). Photo by Cpl. Jackson Ricker
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A Sailor launches a U.S. Marine Corps F-35B Lightning
Il aircraft from the amphibious assault ship USS Tripoli
(LHA 7). Photo by Sgt. Jackson Ricker
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FURY TRATRRERS 2175, 58121/8 KERIEE R (VMFA-121) FRIE D S B
B, BEE Doy Yy h—=FEFE
U.S. Marines with Marine Fighter Attack Squadron (VMFA) 121 conduct routine
flight deck operations aboard the amphibious assault ship USS Tripoli (LHA 7).
Photo by Sgt. Jackson Ricker
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U.S. Navy Sailors scan the horizon aboard the USS Tripoli (LHA 7).
Photo by Sgt. Jackson Ricker
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The USS Tripoli (LHA 7) prepares to dock at the Marine Corps Air Station
Iwakuni, Japan, harbor May 20, 2022. Photo by Lance Cpl. Isaac Orozco
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MWSS-171 Conducts Landing Zone Operations
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5178 EBA—7 1V 5 X222 TR EERE I 55171 BEMZEME SRR
(MWSS-17)FRBDILE, BEES15-f> TV ER

U.S. Marine Corps combat engineers with Marine Wing Support Squadron
(MWSS) 171 conduct a security patrol during Exercise Eagle Wrath 22, May 17,
2022. Photo by Lance Cpl. Calah Thompson
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S5A14BGEE A -7V 2R227T. BRYERE RPN S BIRINEE SR T2
F1718=EMERIEPE (MWSS-171) DBERES, FET/ VX - 23— X5
U.S. Marines with Marine Wing Support Squadron 171 calibrate a compact
metal detector as part of an explosive excavation range during Exercise Eagle
Wrath 22, May 14, 2022. Photo by Cpl. Evan Jones

%Eﬂi@é}%}ﬂﬁhya—(CATC)#«v VI E L T5H2 AN
20HE T 17 1 fiize i S B (MWSS-171) A
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arines with Marine Wing Support Squadron
(MWSS) 171 conduct landing zone operations
SE e At (CATO) v~ BL B TR AT =)L 5252 dur}ng Exercise Eagle Wre}.th 22 at Combined Arms
T BT BRI DB 1718 RIS BB (MWSS-171) FRROD/ \>/ Training Center Camp Fuji, Japan, May 17, 2022. PN IR SN FESEEME N e
B— VT LRIER, BES15 > TV RR Eagle Wrath is an annual MWSS-171 exercise at CATC /B RBA—T)- 7 22 COMEIERHR, —5Ifith e i
U.S. Marine Corps Cpl. Hunter Williams, a combat engineer with Marine Wing C & Fuii desi dtoi d Bz (MWSS-17) FRBDLE, BES 75,7V ER
amp Fuji, Japan, designed to increase squadron U.S. Marine Corps combat engineers with Marine Wing Support Squadron

Support Squadron (MWSS) 171, sets security on a patrol during Exercise Eagle Wrath g | > ’
22 at Combined Arms Training Center Camp Fuji, Japan, May 16, 2022. prOﬁClency n Conductlng real-world contingency (MWSS) 171 walk in a ranger file on a security patrol during Exercise Eagle
Wrath 22, May 17, 2022. Photo by Lance Cpl. Calah Thompson

L1100 P RRICCR/oh Tioipes 2y missions while in a forward operating environment.
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VMFA(AW)-533H0\9 7 LLC
finZz=iksl#RT2Ex (ATR)
7075 LEhE
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U.S. Marines with Marine All Weather Fighter Attack Squadron (VMFA(AW)) 533
and Airmen with the 36th Airlift Squadron unload equipment from a C-130J
Super Hercules aircraft at Andersen Air Force Base, Guam May 26, 2022.

Photo by Cpl. Tyler Harmon
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KB E LR 57 X — e o ZE B R B B L.
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HIN ARG IAE IR LTz,

Marines with VMFA(AW)-533
Conduct Aviation Training
Relocation in Guam

—adl

.S. Marines with All Weather Fighter Attack

Squadron (VMFA(AW)) 533 conducted flight
operations as part of the Aviation Training Relocation
(ATR) program at Andersen Air Force Base, Guam
during the month of June, 2022. Marines with
VMFA(AW)-533 traveled from Marine Corps Air Station
Iwakuni, Japan to Andersen Air Force Base, Guam to
enhance squadron readiness and conduct joint-level
training as part of the ATR.

5H28E. V7LD — b RERRTF/A185— %y M SEMT HB5IIEE

(2X1R) BRIEE Pk (VMFA(AW)-533) FRBDBER/ \rOv b,
BE: Sy FI/)b-F—X 71 MER
U.S. Marines with Marine All Weather Fighter Attack Squadron (VMFA(AW)) 533

disembark F/A-18 Hornet aircraft at Andersen Air Force Base, Guam, May 28, 2022.

Photo by Cpl. Mitchell Austin
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U.S. Marine Corps F/A-18 Hornet aircraft with Marine All Weather Fighter Attack
Squadron (VMFA(AW)) 533 fly in formation over the Pacific Ocean, May 28, 2022.
Photo by Cpl. Tyler Harmon
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U.S. Marine Corps Cpl. Trey Cronau, a fixed wing aircraft mechanic with Marine
All Weather Fighter Attack Squadron (VMFA(AW)) 533, signals to an F/A-18
Hornet pilot at Andersen Air Force Base, Guam, June 7, 2022.

Photo by Cpl. Tyler Harmon

687H. 9T LDT A —tVEEEMD TS A UICEET 5. $533BR (8K
1&) BRI B (VMFA(AW)-533) FRIBDF/A-187R—% v k.
BH:215—-/\—EMER

U.S. Marine Corps F/A-18 Hornet aircraft with Marine All Weather Fighter Attack
Squadron (VMFA(AW)) 533 taxi the flight line at Andersen Air Force Base, Guam,
June 7,2022. Photo by Cpl. Tyler Harmon
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THROWBACK TO TORIN TELLER

Jul. 10, 1967 Vol. 12, No. 39

Torii Teller was the weekly newsletter published at MCAS
Iwakuni from the 1950’ to 2005.

IN THE EARLY MORMNING RAIN
Myw Consonding Oficer anivid a1 wikn

Begirning @ marw idign

Cararse, Marine Corps Schools, Ouan.
thon, Va, and upon graduation, served
A% AN imalruclor om e Alr  Sedion
wlaff of the Junier Cowrss [or bwo
L]

While urdergoing belicoptor tralning
In Juse 1932 bt was prometed w
T and upon  praduadion  [mm
trainisg  wimed  Marise  Helicopter
Trarsport Scuadron 161 in Kera

Unit asslgnmenes for the Colonel
wpon his rerarn from Horea included
pimirs with MAG2 amd MAG3E

From Mareh 1957 wsth] Asguak 1960
he served as Head, Afreralt Heocuime
menis Sectbon, Hotary Wing, Divislon
of Aviation. Heskuarvers  MMarioe
Corps. fodlowed by duty wnder mtroe
*  en o o6t the Ammphibious  Waslane,
Seniar School, Quantics. He was
peoinoced oo Beutenant  colonsl  wikile
asending Ammphitdous Warfare Schoo]

Upom grasluatson in June 1961, Col
Shook wie assigeed ta Marise Medicm
Helicaptor Squadnssn 2061 848 coemmand
iy offeer, Hian sqasdion entedsd the
Wielnam action s June 1183 for a
nerind of (o manths

Under New Management

Colossl Frank A Shook Ir as
sumed coemmsand of the Alr  Biaiom
ipday mt 2 pm,  suctooding  Col,
Wilkam M. Lusdin wha bas been
Station 00 for Phe fasl yeae

O, Shook arrived ol MCAS Twas
Gupd, Sunday, Jely L with B8 wife,
Parteara. 1o begonie the secomd Marnine
replrting abdard dn an  etcompaniad
Bimir

Rt parting Trem Headquariers Manine
Uorpd &8 Head, Mass and  Programs
Hranch, Cifice of the Deputy Chief of
Saafil, Col Shook has been kept on b
g0 with tours of Swtion and  Marnine
Alreralt Grimip 15 facalibied, bricling
From depariment heads and meciings
with [wakuni ':'ll._:.' officials apd [oenl
press represenlutives

Wirncr of ihe Distingaisked Flying
Coas, he = a vereran Marine avieog
of Workk War 11, the Korean War
and Yerdnas aclon

A pative of Los Amgebes, Calid
where be sitended  Fairfex High

Sehodl and Lom Angeles Uity College:
he ewmiercd {lighi irnining in July 19432
and Wil oommiEsioned A Aecond
lisutenant af the MNaval Alr Traising
Cenler, Corpiss Chreally, Téx, 18 Juse
1943

Upen graduating from flight train
i B dervesl i a4 oprimary  (hghd
insinecior ai (acaldiica al (Riamaa,
bowa, and New Orleasn, La., prior to
assignment as o squadron pElet. with
Marine Adrceall Group IS on Bougain
vilbee The Croup laker moved o
Tsingian, 1 'hina

Heturming to Abe States (o Apnid
1085, he was promndiod io caplaln asd
puimesd MAGES at Bl Toro, where he
wrpved me Assiziast Croup Opesatioss
CHlkeer aed as  Ietellagence Chllicer
wills Maring Fighter Spasdeon 1)
He labty served o an  sbrumnemi
{light imstrocior with Maripe Tralning
Squadren 2

In 1950 ke Unlomel wliended (ke
hemphiteos Warfare School.  Jumios

Froen then ustil Bis recent  assign.
ment af [lesdquarters Marise Coapa,
bt deivedd B Commasder, Special

1
Landing Force {SLEF} aboard ibe UES
v Jlma in ke Weslern Pacific

e war promoted o bis  presest
msk cn July 1. 1065,

Col, Shook's pormonal  decorations.
i addibon o Bhe DL, anclude (B
Hromee Slar Medal with Coenlbat "V,"

AT PRESS LUMCHECH
Shaot o1 SEOuOWad

L= e

seven A Modals and  the  Pavy
Commendation Modal with  Combat
=y

Coll. Lundin is scheduled for  daty
ar Marine Corpa Adr Seatios, Fl Toro
Samta Ama, Calal. Frior o sesumisg
ocommeand  here in July 1088 Col
Lundin served three years with the
Weapoes Systems Evaloation  Groap
in the CHfice of the Secretary of
i fnse

Far Eas MNetwork |wakum &
sebedalad 1o air Col. Lusdin's depar
o spoech and Ual, Shook's remarka
oo mmsumption of comemmd  during
b miiernoon show today

In Appreciation

It davemroemd  Iwke Al bessd  hdll of
Twakumi  trooped  imio Col, W, N
Lupdies sffbee a1 one time or snother
diring the pasl woek, prosesting him
with serdls, ching, glasswars, flowers
aml  plagues

They &1l ksew that aler a year of
commandice  MCAS  [wakusi, Col
Lusdlis wns  leaving for  the Stales
wnd they wanbted him Ao know of
thelr appreclaskon for Bl efforis in
furthering  Japanese/ American  fela
Linms.

Ome such Appreciative Japnsess wns
LeGen. Kunis Maskaws. Commanding
{erfieral ol the Westein Alr Delemis

P emry o Luslin

Force, JASDE. Col. Lusdin's counfer
part, £ol, Hedon Naknomrn, OTF of
ibhe B8 Fighter Group, JASDE. made
e presentation Tharsday morning

The formal scroll read in pam:

= e .. o have nlwnys rendered
posilive inkial conperation and effcred
the uimosl addvece fo the B4l Fuyghler
Ciroup

"Thus, you have grealy conteibubed
o promite the development of the
Western Abr Sell Defense  Foree apd
alsn 15 mrengthen the ties of friend
ship hedwesn the Unbted States of

America and Japas, daring Uhe period
while on your official duty amd vour
private lime”
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EENEEEDHEREREEIFRSE Iwakuni medical staff undergo joint neonatal training

.S. service members with Robert M. Casey Naval

Family Branch Clinic Iwakuni and U.S. Air Force
personnel assigned to the 18th Medical Group's newborn
intensive care unit participated in the first in-person
outreach neonatal training since the COVID-19 pandemic
at Marine Corps Air Station Iwakuni, Japan, May 25, 2022.

The training covered an overview of the neonatal
resuscitation program, ground transport operations, and
procedures necessary for the on-site care of newborns.
Each year, military medical units conduct these trainings
throughout the Pacific Region to ensure overseas duty
stations can provide local and immediate health care for
expecting SOFA status mothers and their families.
Photos by Staft Sgt. Jessika Braden
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Pesonnel with Robert M. Casey Naval Family Branch Clinic Iwakuni and the 18th Medical

Group's newborn intensive care unit demonstrate how to properly hold a newborn for "

examination during the in-person outreach neonatal training, May 25, 2022. 5825 E&'&’hf’:h‘ﬁiﬁ L‘i‘.ﬁ@-’& 1EEEL R Z R DR it _E X T 516D %
HETBON—F-71>— - BREEE ) =y IR BB, X7 77—+ 3 7 e
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U.S. Air Force Capt. Ruben Castro, left, and Senior Airman C S U.S. Navy Seaman Ivana Millanueva; left, a corpsman, and Lt. Stephanie Mihu, a

medical staff assigned to the 18th Medical Group's newb e nurse corps officer, both'assigned to the Robert M. Casey Naval Family Branch Clinic

from na Air Base, Japan, demonstrate how to pro| Iwakuni, prepare a simulatedinfant for ground transport to a different facility during

during in;;igrfon outreach neonatal training, May 25, in-person outreach neonataktfaining, May 25; 2022.
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U.S. Navy Seaman Ivana Villanueva, a corpsman assigned to the Robert M. Casey : DT T77=— NIk (RREA),
Naval Family Branch Clinic Iwakuni, adjusts air pressure on an infant transportation Iw d U.S. Navy Lt. Cmdr. Tiffany.Harriman, center right, a nurse corps officer assigned to'the Robert M. Casey Naval Family Branch Clinic

5H25RIC RSN o EzUETE R IR TR FE/E TR 0/\— b1 —i8
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U.S. Navy nurse corps officers with Robert M. C‘ey Naval Family Branch Clinic
Iwakuni provide medication to a simulated neWborn as part of an evaluation during
the first in-person outreach neonatal training, May 25, 2022. device during in-person outreach neonatal training, May 25, 2022.

Iwakuni, guides other nurse corps officers.on.proper procedures during in-person outreach neonatal training, May 25, 2022.
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4827 BICREE N ANE SRR T, FRRENEETI0/N\— ~ (=B ER/REEE ) —VVFRDBER,
U.S. Sailors assigned to the Robert M. Casey Naval Eamily B[i:ch CIin,mni conduct decontamination

procedures during a First Response Operations Tra?ning course, April 27,2022.
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U.S. Sailors assigned to the Robert M. Casey
Naval Family Branch Clinic Iwakuni put on
hazmat suits during a First Response Operations
Training course, April 27,2022.
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Corpsmen conduct annual First Response Operations Training

.S. Sailors assigned to
the Robert M. Casey
Naval Family Branch Clinic
Iwakuni conduct a First Response
Operations Training course at
Marine Corps Air Station Iwakuni,
Japan, April 27, 2022.
In this course, corpsmen practice
decontaminating patients prior
to rendering care, protecting the
individual from further danger. This
annual training is used as a refresher
to ensure clinic personnel familiarize
themselves with procedures and to
sustain overall readiness.
Photos by Cpl. Mitchel Austin

casualty during a First Respon
at Marine Corps Air Station Iwakuni, Japa

UISiSailors assigned R . Casey Naval Family
Clinic lwakuni prep ontaminate

U.S. Sailors assigned to the Robert M. Casey Naval Fe :
Branch Clinic Iwakuni conduct a First Response Operat
Training course, April 27, 2022.
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4827 BICEEEN B SR T RIRBEE R T H0/\— b7V — BERREEV ) —v PR DBEER,
U.S. Sailors assigned to the Robert M. Casey Naval Family Branch Clinic Iwakuni decontaminate a simulated
casualty during a First Response Operations Training course, April 27,2022.

4R27BICREENIANB ISR T, BEI<FIRZ
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A U.S. Sailor assigned to the Robert M. Casey
Naval Family Branch Clinic lwakuni walks through
procedures with a patient during a First Response
Operations Training course, April 27, 2022.
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U.S. Navy LCDR Junsub Um, right, speaks with U.S. Navyalst. James Pittman, a chaplain at MCAS Iwakuni.
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Faces of MCIPAC:

From Korean Army to U.S. Navy Chaplain

Story & photo by Lance Cpl. Calah Thompson

Friday nights at the barracks
are abuzz with the chatter

of Marines and Sailors excited to
have finally made it to the weekend.
The last Friday of each month, the
chaplains head over to the barracks
and spend the night talking with,
and making pancakes for, single
service members in an activity fondly
referred to as “stacks with chaps!”

Adding another pancake to the
ever-growing stack of flap jacks,
one of the chaplains, Lieutenant
Commander Junsub Um,
introduces himself to the new faces
around the barracks.

“My name is Chaplain Junsub
Um,” he says. “It's very easy to
remember, because if you ever forget,
you just have to think, ‘what is it?
Umm...’ and it's already come to you!”

With a constant smile on his
face and such a positive outlook,
there would never be any doubt in
someone’s mind that he is exactly
where he wants to be. However, he
did not always want to be in the
military, and he also didn’t always
have the choice.

“I was born and raised in South
Korea. As a young male, there is
an obligation as a citizen that you
need to serve in the military,” he
explained. “So, I had to join; I was
forced to join.”

Um joined the Korean Army and
served for two and a half years,
which he found to be a very eye-
opening experience. The transition
from being at home and with family

2022 Fall
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U.S. Navy LCDR Junsub Um practices his sermon for Sunday service.

to living the military lifestyle was
jarring. One of the most difficult
parts of early military life for him
was that the busyness kept him
from going to church.

Eventually, he met a Korean
Army chaplain. Um explained
to the chaplain that he hadn't
been able to attend any religious
services. After Um expressed how
missing opportunities to go to the
chapel affected him, the chaplain
notified Um’s chain of command.
This intervention allowed Um to go
to chapel on Sundays, where he was
then able to find a support system.

“I felt much better,” Um said. “I
was still isolated from family, but I
was able to go to church and I was
connected with a community.”

In the following years, through
the religious services and support
of the community he had gained, he
felt himself becoming more resilient.
He grew to understand how to
handle the stressors in his life.

After his obligatory service in
the Korean Army, Um moved to
the United States and attended
seminary, the college one goes to
when training to be a minister. He
was a fulltime student, a youth
pastor, and a custodial worker at
the seminary he was attending.

After graduation from seminary,
Um accepted a job in Jacksonville,
Florida as an education pastor,
who primarily worked with the
local youth. Working with them
was something important for Um

because he knew how much of a
difference that having religious
and spiritual support can have on
someone during their formative
years, as it did on himself.

After his four-year contract
with the church, Um began to look
towards the future of his career and
where he wanted to go.

Um said he felt a calling to
become a chaplain in the U.S. Navy.
Today, he prides himself on serving
as a chaplain at Marine Corps Air
Station Iwakuni. His time as a
chaplain brought him to various duty
stations around the world where he
served with Sailors, Marines and
Coast Guardsmen, to include Marine
Corps Base Hawaii and U.S Fleet
Activities Sasebo, Japan.

At MCAS Iwakuni, Japan, he
supports the station itself with
community relations events to
foster positive relationships with
the local community.

Because of his experiences as a
young man in the military, he knew
the importance of the spiritual
support that chaplains can provide.
Um is now offering the same support
he was given by an ROK Army
chaplain. From counseling service
members, to flipping pancakes
on Friday nights in the barracks,
Chaplain Um is always around and
bringing a little bit of positivity to
the Iwakuni Community.

A —ARE—IFTHEENV ZEB VIV RV BEME,

U.S. Navy LCDR Junsub Um hands out pens and
paper during an Easter sunrise service.
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MRS. AMY NELSON
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DFEDOERZEIHNHEE FIVY 2 EAIEH  with a humble, selfless heart.
B CaS 1= T/ BMLTE R,
BEE: (S TV ER

TAS—-RIVYVERIG EEEMHSDIS  Amy Nelson serves our Chapel community so
1T —|ITEIEROBH CELLTE . selflessly. From her teaching Financial Peace

BB, BRI T BHEE (T71F>vIb-E—  University weekly, to serving as Childcare

R AZN—274) ZEHEFRDfHICHMEL  Watch Worker in support of Women's

) BROEHT IV—T7E8) (I A2X-==  Ministry and during Chapel programs, Amy is
AR RTOTSLICRHENEMTSR.Z  ashining example of serving our community

Photos by Lance Cpl. Calah Thompson

KRR EEREEN RSO VR VIR Mrs. Amy Nelson, right, receives the Impact

KIEDSAVING AT BB EENZTA Iwakuni award from U.S. Marine Col. Lance

I—-RIWUER(R).
Corps Air Station Iwakuni.

o - 8

Lewis, former commanding officer of Marine

!

AVING AT ZFEE. ?ﬁit—ﬁt@ﬁ Mrs. Nelson poses for a photo with her

BRISLBTAI— 2V EA,

award.

family after receiving the Impact Ilwakuni

IMP

CT TW.

The Impact Iwakuni award was created to recognize those who contribute to our community and improve the

JKUNI

livelihood of dependents, contractors and service members alike and aboard Marine Corps Air Station Iwakuni, Japan.

75 O5—%A
MRS. ARLINDA COLAR

2022454 2022 MAY

M.CAY—-ILAVZY—RI—IVDFEEITS Ms. Colar, who is a drama teacher for over 40
TTINELEE D SSFEEFTTIOAL EDERE students raging from second to fifth grade,
ZRE Y35 KL BRUNGEWNEED has spent countless hours teaching students
B EE DL CEREREL BRI I 51E and working to bring the magic of school
BPRELSEEZTE BEREDFETIEME  performances to MCAS Iwakuni. If after-school
YIEWEWDEREICIE REPERICETAEEE  practice isn't enough, she will video call or talk
ELRY. EELEY L TEBESI TS, with students in the evening or on weekends
BEE: 7R DI =FEE if they want to continue rehearsing.
Photos by Sgt. Phuchung Nguyen

KBEBEEMEEMFIRSDT VR IV1R Mrs. Arlinda Colar, left, receives an award
KIEDSAVING b AT Z = E5ENST) from U.S. Marine Col. Lance Lewis, former
R —Eh (), commanding officer of Marine Corps Air

Station lwakuni.
: - e '% - .

[Ny
)

-]
- 1 : 1 P » |'J X | "._ ] j
ol ; ol i
R ey 1 ' ]
o i # ! % fa 1
AVING A0 ZZE% EEED SR Mrs. Colar's students congratulate her after
ERIBTV A - aT5—Eh, recieving the Impact Iwakuni award.
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IWAKUNI CULTURAL OBSERVANCE
PLANNING COMMITTEE
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2022 JUNE

ATV =X TEEEEE R, S EEHIC ST
ZAZ1 =T EXILDEEHERHML. ZhZEL
BBETEICEMLCE ZERIIBA 03127
A DEAFREZERSIANY M RELTEY. . BA T
BT 7VARTAVANELRE. 77 FR7*Y)
ANXFHEBANELAR ZEEAMGE
ZBMELTe, BEE St 72TV AR

A7 =X TEEEEEREZRRLT Kk
EBEEMZEEMAIR DT VR LA AKE
() DSAVING L ATY %R EENDF v
74 dA=IbT/ER (B).
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Kk () ET7Z L HSTAREELRER (B)
EEEBFICSLRM 77X LTEREES
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The Iwakuni Cultural Observance Planning
Committee is dedicated to spreading
awareness and recognizing the importance of
community and culture. They host events every
month celebrating diversity in the community.
Recent celebrations include: African American
History Month, Asian American and Pacific
Islander Heritage Month, Women'’s History
month, etc. Photos by Cpl. Jose Angeles

/. —

On behalf of the Iwakuni Cultural Observance
Planning Committee, Cpl Chasity Golden, right,
receives the Impact Iwakuni award from U.S.
Marine Col. Lance Lewis, former commanding
officer of Marine Corps Air Station lwakuni.

Members of the Iwakuni Cultural Observance
Planning Committee pose for a photo with

U.S. Marine Col. Lance Lewis, left, former
commanding officer of Marine Corps Air Station
Iwakuni and SgtMaj. Adam Garathi, right.
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Communicationi a central
part of everyday life.
Whether it be for emotional,
economical, or extracurricular
purposes or anything in between,
communication is a critical factor
in bringing order from chaos.

For Marines with the Air Traffic
Control Maintenance Division of
Marine Corps Air Station Iwakuni,
it is a matter of security and safety.
To prevent miscommunication
from the air or the ground, the
Marines travel to a location called
Sofu site, where a radio tower
pivotal in keeping communications
uninterrupted between training
areas on base lies. The Marines
who travel to the tower understand
the importance of maintaining the
tower at all times of the day.

"The job is absolutely important to
the base," Staff Sgt. Reagan Miller,
an ATC communications supervisor,
said. "Safety issues arise in flight if
there is no communication."

The Sofu tower stands in an
isolated area where buildings are
scarce, and foliage fills the empty
space. The tower itself overlooks
a vast emerald countryside where
the only hint of technology lies
within an immense metal structure
with wires and dongles draping
across its frame. When travelling

2022 Fall

to this location, the Marines come
equipped with various tools to check
for irregular activities in radio
frequencies, structures, and wiring.
In addition, they are equipped with
special harnesses to assist them in
scaling towers safely and efficiently.

"Climbing and maintaining the
Sofu tower is definitely not for
everyone," Miller stated. "Personally,
I think it's an experience because I
love heights and it gives different
scenery from the base, but for others,
it can be a little nerve-racking being
that high up."

On one of the most recent trips
to the Sofu tower, Lance Cpl.

Xinxin Dai, an ATC Communication
Technician, was tasked with checking
for any irregular communication
errors that may be occurring at the
tower. After going over the facility
engineering plan and adjusting radio
configurations on the ground, Dai
began scaling the tower and working
on one of the many antennas
elevated high above the ground
where the ambient sound of wind
and birds were his only company.

"T enjoy the solitude very much,"
Dai said. "I also enjoy the opportunity
to work in this environment. Once
you climb up the tower you almost
don't want to climb down."

Marines who scale the tower, like

Dai, are well trained on safety and
are experienced in operating on tall
structures. Spending long hours on
the tower is not uncommon, so coming
equipped with all the right tools is a
must. Eventually, it becomes second
nature to scale the tower.

"The first time I climbed up here,
sure it was intimidating with the
wind blowing that day and the
scale of the tower itself was huge,"
Dai said. "However, I have trust in
our equipment and now going up
there is no problem."

Marines like Dai clock in
many hours working high above
the ground, snug in their safety
equipment while fixing signals and
communication errors that may
occur at the tower. Once the issue is
resolved, they pack up all their gear
and leave the area with a job well
done. Having done the job few would
have the courage to take up in the
first place, the ride back is a quiet,
peaceful one through the very same
countryside they were just looking
down at just a few moments ago.

"Doing a job like this feels like
we're a part of something bigger
than ourselves," said Dai. "Like our
sweat and hard work are going into
something really important and
that feels satisfying to know."
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