


H<U Table Of Contents

2 AXF-TX2022 HAFEEES
Tanuki Wrath 2022 in Camp Nihonbara

5 EEXERSESKBENEEREEHH
USFJ Commander Visits MCAS Iwakuni

6 B E BEBE 1 3RE R KBRS EEMZE AR
JGSDF 13th Brigade CG Visits MCAS Iwakuni

7 KIBEBR AKBE KREEDMZEHIORFIENEE ORI R R

U.S. Marines, Sailors, and Airmen Conduct Joint Aircraft Arresting System Certification

9 RV FTHFAv—2021 r—Ovh-JIVLFIVIER
Marine of the Year 2021 Cpl. Charlotte Marchek

10 SV A2y AV R F T4 = AT A —2021 4T L-FTRE
NCO of the Year 2021  Sgt. William Gear

11 M)A -T5—&IRYIRS
FE&ERIFT.GIFICF1—=271199244810H
Throwback to Torii Teller

"Tune in to T.G.I.F every Friday at M.C. Perry" Apr. 10, 1992

13 7YYV ERREEMOERNZI1—I VT TTRT A\ VITE
ENSEMBLE: Students participate in PAC East Music Festival

15 FEIRBEEMZSE 15K B BRI B EE K
VFA-115 Welcomes New Commanding Officer

17 KBERYIRGER 715 FIHNAE
USS Ashland Docks at MCAS Iwakuni

18 B BEBEKIBENV-228X IR RN
JGSDF and U.S. Navy Conduct V-22 Logistical Operations

19 AVING AT _FEE 20225F18~38
Impact lwakuni Winners, January to March, 2022

21 ERBAES M EC S B EEM SR ICHE D ETEE AR

Unit Feature : Harbor Operation’s Part in Supporting Naval vessels

Rk ERIKITDOULVT / About Cover & Back Cover
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U.S. Marines with Marine Wing Support Squadron (MWSS)

171, Company B and Marine Air Control Squadron

(MACS)4 Company L, participating in Exercise Tanuki
Wrath, stage gear at the machine gun range on Japan
Ground Self-Defense Force Camp Nihonbara, Japan, March

10, 2022. Photo by Lance Cpl. Calah Thompson
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“Kintai” is the quarterly magazine issued
by Marine Corps Air Station lwakuni,

for the local Japanese in Iwakuni City,

to highlight MCAS Iwakuni's roles

and obligations under the Treaty of
Mutual Cooperation and Security. This
publication is authorized by the United
States Marine Corps, however, it may
not always reflect the official views or
opinions of the U.S. government or the
U.S. Department of Defense.
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.S. Marines with Marine Wing Support

Squadron MWSS) 171 and Marine Air
Control Squadron (MACS) 4 conducted exercise
Tanuki Wrath at Japan Ground Self-Defense Force
Camp Nihonbara, Japan, March 8-15, 2022.

The annual exercise is designed to enhance the
Marines’ skills in setting up a forward operating base,
establishing a forward arming and refueling point
(FARP), and conducting live-fire weapons training.

Different elements of MWSS-171 were involved in
the daily operations of the exercise.

Communications Marines set up
and maintained strong lines of
communication, and the motor
transport Marines moved
supplies and personnel
from the camp to
training sites and back.
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The corpsmen taught classes on tactical casualty
combat care and conducted temperature checks and
water testing twice a day.

Range personnel were present for weapons
training, where Marines participated in pistol
qualification and the firing of the M240B and the
M249 light machine gun.

During the last two days of the exercise, Marines
from all different sections prepared for the final
event where U.S. Army UH-60 Black Hawk
helicopters with Army Aviation Battalion
Japan were expected to land for refueling.

A landing zone was prepared for the
Blackhawks, and bulk fuel Marines set
up the refueling equipment.

The aircraft were unable to land due
to inclement weather, but the Marines

pressed on and took advantage of

the opportunity to train.
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USFJ Commander Visits MCAS Iwakuni

\

3A18. KB EMEEMEREZREHED. BB S LEZISERKRERES EEFREDYYF—- VT EEHE,
Lt. Gen. Ricky Rupp, the commander of U.S. Forces Japan, talks to service members of Marine Corps Air Station Iwakuni, Japan, during his visit on March 1, 2022.
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t. Gen. Ricky Rupp, the commander of U.S.

Forces Japan, toured Marine Corps Air Station *3
3 3 3ATH KiBEREEMZEE RSP B S L EE I DERRERE S
(MCAS) Iwakuni, Japan, Mar. 1, 2022, to gain a better oL eyt e
Lt. Gen. Ricky Rupp, the commander of U.S. Forces Japan, talks to service
members of Marine Corps Air Station Iwakuni, Japan, during his visit on March
1,2022.
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understanding of MCAS Iwakuni’s readiness and
commitment to the U.S.-Japan alliance.

During his visit, Gen. Rupp met with service
members of all ranks, viewed the air station’s deep-
water port-which recently hosted both the JS Izumo
and USS America, and spoke with members of the air
station’s F-35 and C-130 squadrons.

With an advanced airfield and deep-water port, MCAS
Iwakuni serves as an advanced naval base which provides
positional advantage, strengthened strategic alliances,
and support to fleet operations and naval campaigns.

Photos by Cpl. Jackson Ricker
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JGSDF 13th Brigade CG Visits MCAS Iwakuni
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3878, KB ERE EMZEE A AR L fE_E BER. 813 REROMKRAPEEHIC BB R ERITIZOBREIC IV TEHEAT 2. SEEME S D IR VA AKXk,
U.S. Marine Corps Col. Lance Lewis, the commanding officer of Marine Corps Air Station lwakuni, describes the harbor and airfield capabilities to Japan Ground Self-
Defense Force Maj.'Gén: Yasunori Matsunaga, the commanding general of the 13th Brigade, during a visit at MCAS Iwakuni, Japan, March 7, 2022.
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apan Ground Self-Defense Force Maj. Gen.

= \ Yasunori Matsunaga, the commanding general
R BT 77 N SORAIL of the 13th Brigade, visited Marine Corps Air Station
U.S. Marine Corps Lt. Col. Gerard VanderWaal, center, the MCAS Iwakuni (MCAS) Iwakuni, Japan, with members of his staff
Provost Marshal, briefs lessons learned from Exercise Active Shield 2021 to and other JGSDF commanders to tour the air station,
Japan Ground Self-Defense Force Maj. Gen. Yasunori Matsunaga. March 7, 2021.

During his visit, Matsunaga spoke with the station’s
leadership about future bilateral exercise evolutions and
the air station’s commitment to the U.S.-Japan alliance.

Each year, MCAS Iwakuni partners with members
of the 13th Brigade during Exercise Active Shield, a
full-scale base defense scenario.

Photos by Lance Cpl. Lance Kell
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An F/A-18E Super Hornet attached to U.S. Navy Strike Fighter Squadron 27 lands during
an annual Aircraft Arresting System certification at Yokota Air Base, Japan, Feb. 4, 2022.
Photo by Cpl. Darien Wright
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U.S. Marines, Sailors, and Airmen Conduct Joint Aircraft

Arresting System Certification

A Navy F/A-18E Super Hornet, assigned to the Strike Fighter Squadron (VFA) 27 “Royal
Maces” engages the aircraft arresting cable on arrival from Marine Corps Air Station
Iwakuni during an annual certification test of the flightline BAK-12 barrier, AAS at
Yokota Air Base, Japan, Feb. 4, 2022.

Photo by Yasuo Osakabe, 374th Airlift Wing Public Affairs
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A Navy F/A-18E Super Hornet, assigned to the Strike Fighter Squadron (VFA) 27 “Royal
Maces” deploys a J-Hook to engage the Aircraft Arresting System (AAS) during an
annual certification test of the flightline BAK-12 barrier, AAS at Yokota Air Base, Japan,
Feb. 4,2022. Photo by Yasuo Osakabe, 374th Airlift Wing Public Affairs
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Story by Cpl. Darien Wright

.S. service members stand waiting in the

morning for the arrival of an F/A-18E Super
Hornet attached to Carrier Air Wing (CVW) 5, as
engines roar overhead circling around to make a
landing at Yokota Air Base, Japan. As it touches down,
its tires scrape and screech along the ground, leaving a
trail of smoke and the smell of burnt rubber behind it.
U.S. Marine maintenance crew members with Marine
Corps Air Station (MCAS) Iwakuni helped prep and
conduct serviceability checks on the aircraft upon
landing to prepare the aircraft for the second portion of
the barrier arresting kit (BAK) certification.

Marines, Sailors, and Airmen took part in the
certification for the aircraft arresting system February 4,
2022, at Yokota Air Base, Japan.

374th Civil Engineer Squadron (CES) held the
certification to ensure the Airmen were able to
effectively familiarize themselves with the equipment
and respond to real world scenarios.

Marines with Headquarters & Headquarters
Squadron coordinated with 374th CES to have a
maintenance crew from CVW-5 fly out and assist in
conducting the BAK-12 certification.

“We have the assets on base to support training
exercises like this, but we have to reach out to other
bases with fighter aircraft capabilities,” said U.S. Air
Force Master Sgt. Aaron Woods, an airfield manager
with 374th Operations Support Squadron.

The BAK-12 certification is a good opportunity
for 374th CES to work with other units with fighter
aircraft capabilities and for those units to showcase the
maintenance and flight capabilities.

Airmen set up the aircraft arresting cable across the
landing strip. The cable is used to slow down and bring
aircrafts to a brief stop when on the runway. The BAK-
12 is utilized to stop a taxiing aircraft on the runway
or whenever takeoff operations have been aborted.

The cable is capable of withstanding speeds up to 180
knots, or 207 mph.

“We contact station fire department and coordinate
with other units’ maintenance crew to make sure
things run smoothly,” said Woods. “There is a
conditional inspection that maintainers have to
perform whenever an aircraft makes an arrested
landing at an airfield,” said U.S. Navy Senior Chief
Petty Officer Joseph Dominique, a maintenance
controller with Strike Fighter Squadron (VFA) 27.

The maintenance check ensures that the aircraft
isn’t damaged and is capable of making the flight back
to MCAS Iwakuni. The aircraft is checked over one last
time and refueled before returning to the air station.

“It’s a cool experience to be able to take my Airmen out
and have them experience for the first time something
similar to what they’ll see in the real world,” said Woods.

The units at Yokota Air Base are postured to support
other flying units, including MCAS Iwakuni, Kadena
Air Base, and Misawa Air Base. The interoperability
between the air stations helps maintain readiness in
the Indo-Pacific Region.
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Tl U.S. Marine Corps Cpl. Charlotte Marchek prepares to be awarded the Navy

and Marine Corps Achievement Medal for being the 1st Marine Aircraft Wing

N (1stMAW) Marine of the year.
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U.S. Marine Corps Maj. Gen. Brian Cavanaugh, commanding general of 1st
Marine Aircraft Wing, left, awards Cpl. Charlotte Marchek.

Marine of the Year 2021
Cpl. Charlotte Marchek
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.S. Marine Corps Cpl. Charlotte Marchek, a

mobile facility technician with Marine Aviation
Logistics Squadron 12, is awarded the Navy and
Marine Corps Achievement Medal for being the 1st
Marine Aircraft Wing Marine of the year at Marine
Corps Air Station Iwakuni, Japan, March 8, 2022.

Marine of the Year is awarded to Marines who

demonstrate leadership in the course of their service,
offer outstanding support to whom they serve, enhance
morale, and, through their mentorship, inspire others.

Photos by Cpl. Jackson Ricker
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U.S. Marine Corps Sgt. William Gear is promoted to the rank of sergeant, Feb. 2, 2022.
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NCO of the Year 2021
Sgt. William Gear
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.S. Marine Corps Sgt. William Gear, a

maintenance chief of the Headquarters and
Headquarters Squadron (H&HS) Armory, is awarded
as Non-commissioned Officer of the Year for H&HS
and Marine Corps Installations Pacific, and is
meritoriously promoted to the rank of sergeant. The
dedication he displays demonstrates his passion for
country and corps, setting an extraordinary example
for those he serves alongside.

Photos by Cpl. Mitchell Austin
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Aaran i Crrdwil and Sarah Weollkers, both sixih
prade elub miemibers, disciss one of the key posilions
im the broadeasr.

ubet on the set people.
Three. Two..One, hit the tape
MNick.” The pre-show music
coimee® on. IUs not the Far East
Metwork's news prograc, but
eather M.C. Perey's weekly live
program, “The T.GULE. Show.”
The M.C. Perry elementary
video club gets together every week at school
1o dizcuss “The T.GLF. Show,” according to F.
Ellen Hall, the library medis specialist in
chnrge of the video elub.

“Every Monday aflernoon the cluby discusses
whnt will be on next week”™s Hve broadonst,™
said Hall, o Pannma City, Fla, native.

*The show runs for about 10-20 minules
and is the studenis” pews show, ran by the
students themselhves,” Hall said, 1 am simply
the technbeal director or ‘press chiel.” They
comer o me when they want something ap-
proved to be on the show.”

“Going out, getting the story, filming it, and
putting it all together before Priday — that's
whint 1 like best,” said Brad . Swanson, a club
memnbBer.

“Currently, the entire club is mode up of
sixth graders, bat the club is open (o students
from kindegarten through the sixth grede,”
Hall said.

Al the beginning of the year, each closs chose two
|H‘1‘:l|.n]l:' Io e part of the video cdub,” said fimmy A
RayTleld, s student frem Bransen, Wis, “Then, Mrs,
Hnll opened IE up o anyone who wanbed to join
Thint first week was chnos™

“This is the second year the club hins been netive.
11 has grown inte a full Dedged extrocurricular
activity.” Hall said.

“It's m lot differont this year bocauae it's o formal
chuls, anad we haoee all this new equipment in the
studdie,” sald Sarmh M. Walkers, a video elub mem-
brer,

“The Iwelgs thal we'se received from PEN has been
invaluable,” Hall commented. *The Kids visited FEN
to sew hioaw n real brondeast studio is men,™

Every week the show nirs s book review for the
srhool, and time is alltdted to the principal, for
#choal alfairs, sccording to Hall. In addition, the
stucents cover sports aml news evenls peraining o
M.C. Perry schodl. "Anyihing teal will fealure the
students,” snys [all

“We have a full-blown studio, cxpuipped with
lights, monitors and all the mixing equipment we
can handle,” Hall said. "The club members run
everytliing.”

The studentis get on the job rmining (OJT)
or what Hnll calls cooperative learning. “Basi-
cnlly, 1 teach the students how to mn the
equipment the first time through. Aller Uhat,
the students teach ench other,” Hall snid,

“Every show, the kids rlate through the
different jobs in the studio. One will control
the audio, ancther will be on the camernn, and
then there's everyone's favorite. the snchor,”
Hanll snded.

“1 think anchor is the meost fun, beeause
you write your own seript and you can do
Bazjically what vou want todo,” said Anren H-
Cardwill, another video club membser,

“Oiner we had o Hallowesen show, and 1 was
the enchor,” Cardwill remembered. =1
dressed up in o vampiee costurme, and we hagd
bais and cobwebs all over the place. It was &
really wacky show.™

Tha cluly ix open to everyone, and the

~ Tune in to T.G.1.f every Friday at M.C. Perry

nifer C. Shodl, Christina M. Bryant, and Nick P.
Hamuber,

“The students spencd a kot of their own lime afler
school, and do a great jobs dealing with e responsi
BLility of & live broadenst,” Hsll sakd. "Without team-
waork, the show wouldn't be possible.”

Sroryy amal placfos by
LOpl. Leigh K. Weld 111

The contrel panel is rery similar fo the ane used
darrtng the FEN broademst.

members are always changing. sccording (o
Hall. Some of the more conatant members are
Wilkers, Cardwill, Rayfield, Sswanson, Jen-

_Dl_li;. T T

Sarak Wallers, o sboth grade videe chib member, serves s
arnchor for th Boe broadeast to all studends ar MLC. Perry
Elvmenilary Selval,

I.I"

fabrrel Nick B, Henler, o sboth grade videe il
ey, works the audio and videa poriions of the
tive MO, Perry broadeast. below) fennifer ©. Shoff, |
d sirth prede ideo cinb prmaber, woarks the camera
daertng ihe Hew roadonar. |
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Torii Teller was the weekly newsletter published at MCAS
Iwakuni from the 1950’ to 2005.
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ENSEMBLE:

Students participate in
PAC East Music Festival

tudents with Matthew C. Perry High School, Nile C. Kinnick High
School, and Ernest J. King Middle Hig School performed in the Pacific
East Music Festival at Matthew C. Perry High School on Marine Corps
Air Station Iwakuni, Japan, April 13, 2022. The festival gave students
an opportunity to interact and build relationships with those from other
military installations, as well as a chance to showcase their musical skills.

Photos by Cpl. Darien Wright
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VFA-115 Welcomes
New Commanding Officer

R (/Y R

A
4HTRDESE “"’*,’ 748 BB SO r2FOBINLTL — M ERD
A e _ . iy <8 ] L.
commanding officer of Strike Fighter ' 2 F &3 EHIBEIRED U.S. Navy Cma r. Neal Yo [ ! ndir e Fighter Squadr
ue after an official change of A7)V efas t . 115 (VFA-115) sh ] Cmdr Riley, wi e g during a )
£ of cere a an, 7,2022.

command ceremony at Marine Corps tation Iwakuni, Japan, Apr. 7, 2022.

AB7HDRSERZRRRD TS bH 5
—KiBEHE,
U.S. Navy Cmdr. Michael Riley, the on i
from a flight during a change of comman'&eeremny at Marlne Corps Air Station Iwakuni, Japan, Apr. 7 2022.
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.S. Navy Sailors and guests

attend a change of command
ceremony for Strike Fighter
Squadron 115 (VFA-115) at Marine
Corps Air Station Iwakuni, Japan,
Apr. 7, 2022. During the ceremony,
U.S. Navy Cmdr. Neal Young was
relieved by Cmdr. Michael Riley.
VFA-115 is an F/A-18E Super Hornet
strike fighter squadron, assigned to
Carrier Air Wing (CVW) 5, operating
from MCAS Iwakuni. CVW-5 is
forward deployed to the air station
in support of security and stability
throughout the Indo-Pacific.

Photos by Lance Cpl. Calah Thompson
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4B7HDE 15*/5?&&5&&:1:@; (VFA-115) RIS ERARICHE TR EERL S A5,
U.S. Navy Sailors and guests attend a change of command ceremony for Strike Fighter Squadron 115 (VFA-115)
at Marine Corps Air Station Iwakuni, Japan, Apr. 7, 2022.
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KBEFYIREMEE 725 FIDAE
USS Ashland Docks at MCAS Iwakuni

ZHZSEz*%ﬁin‘EE@Ei ABICAHE
e amphibious dock landing ship USS Ash!
Corps Air Station Iwakuni, Japan, Feb. 25, 2022.

N/ R Ry RG> 25 2 R I 2 H25H Kl FebKk
T2 NS AR LTz, 7 A JE e T B 2 M K 5%
77 2T Y REKig s i R C. 553 1S AR (3 1st
MEU) DB B MRS LTV %, MEUDE 2 X483 5 P& flita o
Te DI ARSI FF P U Tz i Ze fink & i iR 2 HeAa i A 55
FEIffZe BE I oD 2 4, PRI 208 RT3 2 R S P2
RUETELHENZNIEDFCDH B,
GHZVIT > F10 MuR

he amphibious dock landing ship USS Ashland

(LSD 48) pulls into the harbor at Marine Corps
Air Station Iwakuni, Japan, Feb. 25, 2022. The Ashland,
part of the America Expeditionary Strike Group, with
the 31st MEU embarked, is homeported in Sasebo,
Japan, and visited MCAS Iwakuni to conduct logistical
onload and offload in support of MEU operations. With
a collocated airfield and harbor, MCAS Iwakuni is
uniquely postured to provide advanced naval support to
maintain regional security, peace, and stability.

Photos by Cpl. Darien Wright

= 72 ﬁl_ti_%bfc*iﬁ = Ry RIS IER 77225

io s dock Iéndinashi.p' USS Ashland rSD 48) pulls into the harbor
ie Corps Air Station lwakuni, Japan, Feb. 25, 2022.
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JGSDF and U.S. Navy Conduct V-22
Logistical Operations

2R2A KBEHEENE RSB BB, B L E ROV R T
V-22 Ospreys destined for Japan Ground Self-Defense Force units arrive at Marine Corps
Air Station (MCAS), lwakuni, Japan, Feb. 22, 2022.

FE&BRIATOV-224 AT LA hi Kk s Efifize sk
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FAREZIF 120 H RIS [T TRGT S A RS A c 21 9
BTENTHETH B,
BE T N> TV TR

-22 Ospreys destined for Japan Ground Self-
Defense Force units arrive at Marine Corps Air
Station (MCAS), Iwakuni, Japan, Feb. 22, 2022. This
was the third offload of future JGSDF Ospreys at MCAS
Iwakuni. The air station’s advanced capabilities and
deep-water port allow for aircraft to arrive via ship before
receiving functional checks and flying to their destination.

Photos by Lance Cpl. Calah Thompson

%iﬁiﬁb‘%ﬁ?‘éF*ﬁﬁ%ﬁ@ﬁ%&iﬁ%%:)\%ﬂ%lﬁtE%{%@V-ZZ
FRTLA, = —
AUS. Sailor observes V-22 Ospreys destined for Japan Ground Self-Defense Force
units as they pull into the harbor at Marine Corps Air Station lwakuni, Japan.
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IMPACT IWAKUNI

AT AT D 23 EERIN DB R & Z DOSRIE EERIC RO (1 2\ M) 2 52 EEOE DN R The Impact Iwakuni award was created to recognize those who contribute to our community and improve the

B L TV B AT HIRZFRZ 2 eI/ ED N IR HIE,

livelihood of dependents, contractors and service members alike and aboard Marine Corps Air Station Iwakuni, Japan.
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The Branch Health Clinic's Medical Readiness
Unit (MRU) receives the award for their
outstanding efforts in the fight against
COVID-19. The MRU has helped MCAS Iwakuni
to stay operational all throughout the
pandemic by testing personnel for COVID, as
well as by administering COVID-19 vaccines and
booster shots. Photos by Lance Cpl. Lance Kell

The Branch Health Clinic's Medical Readiness
Unit (MRU) staff receive an award from U.S.
Marine Corps Col. Lance Lewis (center).

U.S. Marine Corps Col. Lance Lewis (second
from left) congratulates the Branch Health
Clinic's Medical Readiness Unit (MRU) staff.
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As the Scholastic Book Fair coordinator,
Heather Heiser overcame logistical difficulties
and lead the distribution of over $9,000
worth of books for the "Love of reading" Book
Fair this school year. She was thanked for her
committment to the children's education and
her positive contribution to the air station.

Photos by Sgt. Phuchung Nguyen

Heather Heiser, left, receives an award

from U.S. Marine Corps Col. Lance Lewis.

Heather Heiser receives an award from U.S.
Marine Corps Col. Lance Lewis.
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Capt Melvin Jacobs created the Adversity
Recovery and Mentorship program, focused on
helping service members recover from personal
and professional setbacks or struggles.

Taisha Jacobs runs the Single Marine Program

and contributed to help Iwakuni's SMP win
SMP of the Pacific for 2021.
Photos by Sgt. Phuchung Nguyen

Capt and Mrs. Jacobs receives an award from
U.S. Marine Corps Col. Lance Lewis, right.

Capt and Mrs. Jacobs, left, pose for a photo
after receiving an award.
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\ |tharbor ope-' 2

U i‘ll .Navy Seaman Apprentice Christian Sucik, an enginemen
firen rﬁgh harbor operations division, poses for a photo in

s
ik, le d Petty Officer Third Class Nubia Villatoro, both enginemen with
USS Ashland at MCAS Iwakuni, Japan, Feb. 25, 2022.

tment, pull'in an oil boom at M A akuni, Japan, Feb. 25, 2022.
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here the sound of the ocean

waves meets the smell
of saltwater at Marine Corps Air
Station (MCAS) Iwakuni, Japan
lies harbor operations, a vital part
of the air station’s mission. What’s
even more vital to the air station’s
success are the Sailors who ensure
the harbor remains functional.

“We have a general-purpose pier
that’s over 1,000 feet long, that can
bring in various vessels,” said Chief
Petty Officer Juan Vigil, the harbor
master with MCAS Iwakuni’s harbor
operations division. The harbor
primarily supports MCAS Iwakuni
by allowing various ships to dock
and conduct logistical operations.

To achieve this mission, the
harbor relies on its Sailors; each
with his or her own specialty, such
as boatswains, electricians, or
enginemen. The boatswains’ job is
to conduct maintenance on ships
and their equipment. The job of
an engineman is to ensure each
ships’ oil is changed and repairs are
done, if necessary. The electricians’
job is to check on the wiring and
functionality of any electronic
equipment on board.

Many of the Sailors assigned
to MCAS Iwakuni arrive directly
from their initial training. Local

2022 Summer

training, conducted by more
experienced members of the crew, is
instrumental to getting those new
arrivals integrated into operations.

“Being as we have sailors coming
straight from basic training to the
harbor instead of going to a ship and
getting the experience that a lot of us
have, they need on-the-job training, so
while we are executing an operation
it’s imperative to teach as we go,” said
Petty Officer 2nd Class Yara Schmidt,
a Boatswain’s Mate with MCAS
Iwakuni’s harbor operations division.

The air station’s joint operability
with other services and armed
forces, including the Japan
Maritime Self-Defense Force
(JMSDF), has been positively
impacted by incoming ships and
training exercises. The harbor
itself plays a role in the U.S.-Japan
alliance by assisting in docking
and off-loading larger vessels
that come in, as well as allowing
the conduct of bilateral training
exercises. These opportunities to
conduct hands-on training allows
new harbor personnel to familiarize
themselves with the knowledge
they need to expedite the time
spent on maintenance for vessels
and mooring up ships.

“The harbor also works hand-

in-hand with the environmental
division”, said U.S. Navy Sailor
Christian Sucik, an Engineman
Fireman Apprentice with MCAS
Iwakuni’s harbor operations division.
“We do oil spill prevention and clean
up training too,” said Sucik.

The environmental division
conducts frequent annual training
with the harbor and JMSDF.

These trainings include evolutions
like oil spill response, where the
division simulates an oil spill using
biodegradable soap and catches the
soap using an oil boom to prevent

it from seeping into local waters.
Sailors also receive guidance on
different ways to set up boom reels, a
hydraulic, easily-deployable oil boom
used to catch and contain oil leakage,
and on ways to extinguish fires.

MCAS Iwakuni is the only U.S.
military facilitiy in Japan with a
port collocated with an airfield, and
the support the harbor provides
not only helps the air station but
the entire Indo-Pacific Region. Its
ability to quickly dock, deploy ships,
and give supplies to units for future
aerial transportation is an important
aspect too, as it allows the air
station to support various regions of
the country that require support in
the event of natural disasters.
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