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A U.S. Marine Corps F-35B Lightning Il aircraft with Marine
Fighter Attack Squadron 242 conducts a landing and takeoff
aboard the Japanese Ship Izumo off the coast of Japan,
Oct. 3, 2021. U.S. Marines and Sailors embarked aboard
the Japanese Ship lzumo in support of the first ever F-35B
Lightning Il operations aboard a Japanese vessel. The U.S.
and Japan continue to work closely together to broaden
their operational capabilities, support the Treaty of mutual
Cooperation and Security, and maintain a free and open

Indo-Pacific. Photo by Lance Cpl. Tyler Harmon
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“Kintai” is the quarterly magazine issued
by Marine Corps Air Station lwakuni,

for the local Japanese in Iwakuni City,

to highlight MCAS Iwakuni's roles

and obligations under the Treaty of
Mutual Cooperation and Security. This
publication is authorized by the United
States Marine Corps, however, it may

not always reflect the official views or
opinions of the U.S. government or the
U.S. Department of Defense.
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Shukaku Komuta, commander of Escort Flotilla One (
Photo by Lance Cpl. Tyler Harmon -
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t the request of the Japan
aritime Self-Defense Force
(JMSDF), Marine Fighter Attack

- Squadron (VMFA) 242 successfully

conduected the first ever landing

of two F-35B Lightning Il aircraft
aboard the Japanese Ship Izumo on
October 3, 2021. Following a series
of modifications to the JS Izumo to
enable short take-off and vertical
landing (STOVL) operations, a
capability that the “B” variant of the
F-35 specializes in, U.S. Marines
embarked aboard the JS Izumo
and worked directly with JMSDF
personnel as part of a bilateral
effort to ensure the capability test
was both effective and safe.

“This trial has proved that the JS
Izumo has the capability to support
takeoffs and landings of STOVL
aircraft at sea, which will allow us
to provide an additional option for
air defense in the Pacific Ocean
in the near future”, said JMSDF
Rear Admiral Shukaku Komuta,
commander of Escort Flotilla One.

Japan is one of 14 nations
worldwide that participate in the
F-35 Lightning II Joint Strike
Fighter program and announced
in August, 2019 that they would
purchase 42 F-35B aircraft
from the United States. This
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announcement was particularly
significant since the last time
Japan operated an aircraft carrier
was over 75 years ago.

“We still have work to do until
the day the JSDF can regularly
employ STOVL aircraft at sea,
but I am confident that the strong
partnership and mutual trust
between our two counties will result
in its realization,” said Komuta.

The F-35 includes the latest
stealth technology and has an
advanced suite of sensors that
enables it to create a dynamic
awareness of the battlespace. The
F-35 is then able to rapidly share
this information with other aircraft
platforms and command centers,
including those operated by
multinational allies and partners,
creating greater situational
awareness for commanders.

“We have the utmost confidence
in the Joint Strike Fighter and
are eager for our Japanese allies
to have the same capabilities in
their hands, which ultimately
contributes to our shared goal of
maintaining a free and open Indo-
Pacific,” said Major General Brian
W. Cavanaugh, 1st Marine Aircraft
Wing Commanding General.

VMFA-242 is one of two F-35B

BRI AYT F1hER
The JS Izumo arrives at Marine Corps Air Station Iwakuni, Japan'’s harbor,
Sept. 30, 2021. Photo by Lance Cpl. Darien Wright

sqﬁM?MMt@ged 1
at Marine Corps Air Station
Iwakuni, Japan and is one of the
many forward-stationed units
that routinely train with Japan
Self-Defense Forces. The F-35B
represents the United States’
rebalance to the Indo-Pacific and
our commitment to the defense of
Japan and regional security with
the most capable and modern
equipment in the U.S. inventory.
The U.S.-Japan Alliance serves
as the cornerstone for regional
peace and security for over 60
years and remains indispensable
to our mutual security interests
in the Indo-Pacific. Our alliance
1s built on shared interests,
shared values, a commitment to
freedom and human rights, and
maintaining a free and open Indo-
Pacific. The Alliance has never
been stronger, and it’s never been
more important to this region
than right now as we face difficult
security challenges. The United
States is committed to the defense
of Japan, and combined training
and testing such as this allows us
to improve interoperability and
remain a credible deterrence to
the increasingly severe threats in
the region.
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U.S. Marine Corps Lt. Col. Robert Guyette, executive officer of Marine Fighter Attack Squadron 242, holds a Japanese Ship Izumo patch while in an F-35B Lightning Il
aircraft aboard the Japanese Ship Izumo off the coast of Japan, Oct. 3, 2021. Photo by Lance Cpl. Tyler Harmon
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U.S. Marine Corps Col. Lance Lewis, the Marine Corps Air Station commanding

officer, welcomes Capt. Kenji Kawauchi, commanding officer of JS Izumo, Sept.
30, 2021. Photo by Cpl. Mitchell Austin

STHBIBE R (VMFA-242) OF-35B5 A b= 71l, R 71 5—/\—EX AR Ja muta Shukaku, the commanding officer of Escort Flotilla One,
presents a challenge coin to U.S. Marine Corps Brig. Gen. James Wellons, the deputy

commander of U.S. Forces Japan, Oct. 5, 2021. Photo by Cpl. Phuchung Nguyen

2021 & 2021 Winter




RUTSNIRLN :
EEEME7EBAEUTI - ATT 95314 A

GHEGIH: TR T MR

CDONICEST.20014F9A 1 THIEWDELFICK

INTHRE S Te, —MDI—b—E R F . 2RI
ANEADD T AV HERENDT A5 NDZENFNED
Hifx TIn LWz 7208, 7 A A i R R R S D i 8
4657, dRTH—Z L,

B LA, 7 A A E N2 = 2 — AR ER I K5 7z,
TAVAUMZEL HENMERE 5t 2—E)L DIt 24
Ao T D1T71EIIT MR E 2> 2—E)V ORI S
ATy RIfiZE 1 7522 A UTzo SR O3 757, 7 AV A1 fifi
ZET TN T AV AERE AR T & (X2 Opafilic 2
Ao ZDE, LFA Ty RIIZEISMEDIRENINA T vy T
PEROFEZ e ENTED FIEIE R VIV T NEB
SHCERYE EEIREIT R BIEC L,

9/11 7 I BOEEE & Tn 5 T2 N & R H GHE 72 B e
UC A EE O R & | R 2 EiE A HARAE
HEBDEXD, 11007 DB Z DIE STz,

20155 LI OH 11 H (Rl a WV HEDICE EE N
BEINTTZHTZATIT IV AT T 754 L. T NENOL
BN E IR 2R E DS U TR E -T2, T D% T
SLEWEER ST NTe B OB EDEEICAEE N TN B EES
EBHZENDIF0IECDT:,

H OO A )V ARG SFGEST D728, 75 E L2
BERCEEERE K (ARFF) O Sc Bk Bk, —ZICfE Bz L5 %
MEMNIOLLL FDY IV—T1T 5B KR L Fid L —
T OIF B RTNCIZIE 2 RS LTz,

CHT R a7 A )V RS K 72 i/ NI 2 B T2 8bic
BT ETZ 5Tz, JEFET DX TDRATYT )V AT T 7
TA L7 LTz ARFRIEFBKE DY 9327 < VA=
HHEE (K7 IV—T O BICHEERENE )L O NI
=AD N

[RT 7 T4 WCBIMTETERTI, JEFET DI
ARFFIHEBABRE DIV A R O RZEE, [9/1 1 AR L
IR TZIEBERR B E DX THIG LTz D7 D H L, PR
THIEWNTET, ]

CDOAEVT IV AT T 754 LIF 2008 S hN LTz,
N —H—ICFHHERETOIFE ST AB WV IUE. D
WA ITRXTCEELTDIE>TANE W2,

[COHICmEERE LT AR BT ZDIE YR
LU T WS I 28 TIvIDE I TH>TE . FK
RIFRLTENTWEWNW T E 2B E ST ARIZHISE S
DIEKRYIRc e, JbuXAEE,

9/1 1 AR ZRHTaHMNS20EN > T-COH., HERE
HifE NIE—1RE 75> T B WM 2 o Te N2 I O
R BNRLUZ,

819/ 1 AEVT IV RTT V51 LTCHEDF TV

F) DEBEB R, V3727 R UVAZEEE,

2021 &

U.S. Marine Corps Sgt. Joshuah Mounce, the station ca
Firefighting, Marine Corps Air Station Iwakuni, looks o
set of stairs during the 7th annual 9/11 memorial stair
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Never Forget:

MCAS Iwakuni hosts 7th Annual
Memorial Stair Climb
Story and photos by Cpl. Phuchung Nguyen

For many, September 11, 2001, started as a
normal day. Americans throughout the United
States went about their morning routine; a cup of
coffee, then the commute to work or school. But at
8:46 a.m. EST, everything changed.

Within minutes, breaking news spread across the
U.S. as American Airlines Flight 11 crashed into the
North Tower of the World Trade Center. 17 minutes
later, United Airlines Flight 175 crashed into the South
Tower of the World Trade Center. At 9:37 a.m., American
Airlines Flight 77 crashed into the western side of
the Pentagon. Moments later, reports indicated that
the passengers on United Airlines Flight 93 subdued
hijackers and crash-landed in a field in Pennsylvania,
leading to the deaths of everyone on board.

In memory of those who fell victim to the terrorist
attacks on 9/11, U.S. Marines, Sailors, Status of
Forces Agreement members, and Master Labor
Contractors at Marine Corps Air Station (MCAS)
Iwakuni came together to ascend 110 flights of
stairs in commemoration of first responders and the
victims of the attack.

Hosted every year since 2015, on or near September
11, the memorial climb began with Marines
announcing the times each attack took place. Soon
after, participants began to climb stairs, walking past
photographs of those who paid the ultimate sacrifice.

The station’s Aircraft Rescue and Firefighting
(ARFF) Marines coordinated the stair climb to have
groups of 30 participants climb at a time, and sanitized
prior to following groups beginning their ascend, in
adherence to COVID-19 precautions.

“It had to be done in increments to limit COVID-19
exposure,” said Sgt. Joshuah Mounce, an ARFF
specialist who coordinated the memorial stair climb.
“Before and after each group, the Marines sanitized
the interior and the exterior of the building.”

“I felt honored to be a part of this event,” said Lance
Cpl. Luis Lopez, an ARFF specialist with Headquarters
and Headquarters Squadron. “To remember and to see
what firefighters went through on 9/11.”

200 personnel participated in the memorial stair climb;
some completed the stair climb with children in baby
carriers, while others did so in full firefighting equipment.

“I feel it 1s important to remember those who lost
their lives that day, and even with a pandemic going
on, letting them know that we remember.” said Lopez.

On the 20th anniversary of the September 11
terrorist attacks, personnel on base came together to
show their gratitude, and to remember those who paid
the ultimate sacrifice.
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Hu. S. Marines participate in a remembrance ceremony during the 7th annual
59/11 memorial stair climb on Sep. 10, 2021.
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U.S. Marines and local residents ascend a stairwell during the 7th annual 9/11
memorial stair climb on Sep. 10, 2021.
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_Srd Annual lwakuni Triathlon

Servicemen made of steel

i a tost of stam-
i, skill, strength
and most impor-
tantly--will. The
will 1o withstamsd
excrucinking pain,
muscle cramps and
blﬂd'm:. blistorad foet, whils atill
determined to make the extra offory
1o go that last mile, separntes the
athlete from the trinthlete,

Seventeen men, testing themselves
nat only against each other and the
indifferent forces of nature, bat
batthing their own mind and bodies,
participated in the 3rd Annual Twa-
kuni Triathlon Sunday.

The triathlon combines three
gproeling events in one exercise of
pain. A 1.2-mile swim, followed by
o 58-mile bike race, fnished off
with & 13-mile run make up

by SSgt. Craig Biggio

an a six-and-n-half mile courso.
The light rain, which fell theoughout
thr day, cccasionally turned heavy,
extracting a toll on participnnts
nml spictators aliks.

After [ivo laps. Rocoo, was fol-
lowed by Hob Houk, aof the HELS-
15 "Cowboys™ and Craddock,

On his sixth lnp, Roceo unlensed
nn anuzing burst of encrgy,
stretching his lead even further. At
the end of the bicyele portion of the
raee, Rocoo hed pedalled to an un-
pressve lead nlmrh.t H}muurl.ml.

along the route. Those participants
still on their bikes made quick,
mnal.ll?' unsuccesslul graba for a
cup ol water or a sliceof an orange.

It was more than 30 minkites &l
an exhausted Rocoo crosaed the
finigh line that the next runners
appenred.

Rounding the corner wore Houk
and Mike Miller of VMFA-235 al-
mosk peck and neck. Aller more
than five hours of swimming,
biking and running, Houk crossed
the finish line & mere 12 seconds

had of Miller,

nhomd of the next ¢ i P
tar,

Although Hocod's lead wis con-
siderable, none of Ue remaining
triathletes considered giving up,

Runmers slowed down to guzzle
museh noeded ligusd at various gites

_ Both men had pul in weeks of
intensive Lraining in preparation
far the svent.

Houk folt that his traiming ade-
guabely preparsd him for his first
triathlon, “I was what Lexpected,”

b sk, refercing to the strain

thig athletic challenge.

John Roceo, assigned to the
Sh Enginecr Suppart Battal-
ion, 3rd FS5G, Camp Butlar,
Okinawa, claimed the winner's
tithe with an impressive Lime
of & howrs, | minate and 24
seconds. Hooco's tinm wes
only 68 seconds shy of the
Iwakuni record.

Shortly after B a.m., the
swimmers, hidden by a groy
rainy mist and the waves of
the Inkand Sen, bogan moving
ahnwl:r b ahm The race was

an Ied the compuetition, -
repching Innd in 35 mimutes.,
The Okinawa lesiberneck
never relinguished his bend.
.M. Craddock, n corps-
mun with Station Medienl
Clinic and James Fanning, of
Det, “A." followed Roccoout
ntl.!uwuur.lupmgmlhmr

T triathletes head for shore after 12
mite gwarn o Lhe fnfand Sea. Seventern
ren begoan the sivim, anly fiftes

ri friaslied.

the physically demanding
contest put on his body,

“The hardest part was the
run,” he ndded, “particularly
ths last lng. But 1 didn't stop.”

Miller also expressed satis-
fmciion with his own perfior-
MANGH,

“The swimming is my best
event,” said Rocco, & veteran
trinthlate chalking up his
fifth um‘hl?mqhﬂl:u

riscipated in four other tri-
E:Mnm thiz is my first vie

I..lh-Houl: training pla yed
& crucial role in Roscca's -
paration. Rooeo trains daily
in ane of the throe triathlon
ovenkis,

=1 would like to be a world
Iron Man competition in Ha-
wail,” he stated,

- Roceo's unit is 8y
of his eflforts, often :
ik time off 1o train and par-

& Toart Teller Septerder 5. | 565
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While one triaiklel
_|'||'|'|'|1|||'.'r.'_|‘I Ot # e Sl r
another hl'.l_'l.'l.i the 13-mule

run, the final event of the
triathlon.
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Torii Teller was the weekly newsletter
published at MCAS Iwakuni from the
1950’s to 2005.
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U.S. residents and Japanese residents cycle during the 33rd annual triathlon at
Marine Corps Air Station lwakuni, Japan. Photo by Lance Cpl. Darien Wright
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U.S. Marine Corps Col. Derek Brannon, commanding officer of Marine Aircraft Group
12, and a Japanese resident race to the finish line. Photo by Cpl. Phuchung Nguyen

MIND OVER MATTER

MCAS IWAKUNTI'S 33RD ANNUAL TRIATHRON

Story by SSgt. Jessika Braden

On Sept. 12, 2021, U.S. and Japanese residents
gathered at Marine Corps Air Station Iwakuni,
Japan’s harbor, where the sound of a horn marked the
start of the 33rd annual triathlon.

Hosted by Marine Corps Community Services’
Semper Fit division, the triathlon afforded 148
athletes the opportunity to their overall physical
endurance, and mental discipline, while connecting
with one another. Competitors, including U.S. and
Japanese service members, U.S. Family members,
local residents, and visitors of the air station, began
the multisport race with a 1 km open water swim.

“The swim was harder than what I expected because
that was the first time I competed in an open water
swim,” said Lance Cpl. Lance Kell, a U.S. Marine from
Montgomery County, Pennsylvania, and first-time
participant. “Overall, it was a really amazing experience,
and I'm glad that I had the opportunity to participate.”

After a lap of the harbor, participants emerged from
the water and continued to the 23 km cycling portion,
and later the 8 km run. Out of the 148 participants,
five teams of three participants each were formed;
every athlete racing to place first in one of five age
categories; 16-20, 20-29, 30-39, 40-49, and the 50-year-
old and over category.

“A lot of races out in town have been cancelled,
but we’ve had nothing but great remarks from our
competitors,” said Jimi Bertagnoli, the MCCS’s
Semper Fit division athletic director, who oversaw the
triathlon’s coordination and execution.

This year’s triathlon, unlike any before due to
COVID-19 pandemic, was made possible by making
the transition areas wider to allow participants the
ability to social distance while competing.

MCCS staffers and volunteers also used hand
sanitizer and wore gloves to ensure the safety of
competitors, spectators, and volunteers alike.

“As human beings we crave community, so I feel

= that this pandemic has had a huge impact on our

community and each individual,” said Bertagnoli. “But,

& being able to hold an event like this, especially for "chos

atl'p_letes beiﬂg able to get together, I think, is huge.”
Despite a global pandemic, this year’s triathlon
2 mpeting at a higher level and formi
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A Japanese resident splashes water on himself upon completion of the cycling

portion. Photo by Cpl. Phuchung Nguyen
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U.S. Marine Corps Lance Cpl. Lance Kell, center, exits the water after

completing the swim portion. Photo by Cpl. Phuchung Nguyen
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U.S. Navy Cmdr. Dace Wiltshire, an E-2D Hawkeye pilot with Carrier Air Wing 5,
hugs his children upon returning. Photo by Cpl. Phuchung Nguyen
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A U.S. Navy F/A-18F Super Hornet pilot assigned to Carrier Air Wing 5 greets
his daughter upon his return. Photo by Cpl. Mitchell Austin
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U.S. Navy Sailor Petty Officer 1st Class Connor Perkins, an assistant
crew chief with Marine Corps Air Station lwakuni’s fuels division

salutes the pilot of an F-15C Eagle.
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U.S. Navy Sailors with Marine Corps Air Station Iwakuni’s fuels

i | K B 67 MR T B DF-15C( — division refuel an F-15C Eagle.

S. Air Force 67th Fighter Squa

flielsidivisiomiconduct "hot pit" training

.S. Airmen with 67th Fighter

Squadron and service members
with Marine Corps Air Station
Iwakuni’s fuels division conducted
their first-ever joint hot pit refueling
at the air station, September 24,
2021. Hot pit refueling is the process
in which ground crewmen refuel an
aircraft while its engines are still
running, allowing the aircraft to
return to its mission as quickly as
possible. The joint training provided
an opportunity for the U.S. Air
Force unit to exercise hot refueling
at an unfamiliar airfield. MCAS
Iwakuni, with its capable fuels
division and its proximity to Kadena
Air Base, is uniquely positioned to
support such training.

Photos by Cpl. Mitchell Austin
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July’s Impact Iwakuni winner, Maj. Glenn Staley,
has dedicated countless hours to the Scouts of
MCAS Iwakuni. From archery outings, to hiking
adventures and ski trips, to virtual meetings
during COVID restrictions, he’s led our local
troop through unprecedented times.

Photo by Lance Cpl. Darien Wright

Maj. Glenn Staley (left), receives an award
from U.S. Marine Corps LtCol. Joshua Nelson
(right).

Maj. Glenn Staley (center), poses for a photo
with two boy scouts after recieving an award.
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LTJG Michael Chai of the Branch Health Clinic
provides top-notch medical expertise to
residents of MCAS Iwakuni. His professional
knowledge, thoughtful decision making, and
amiable approach to medical care has helped
ensure that parents and children alike are well-
informed and cared for. Photo by Cpl. Mitchell
Austin

U

U.S. Marine Corps Col. Lance Lewis (left)
shakes hands with LTJG Michael Chai (right).

LTJG Michael Chai (left) of the Branch Health
Clinic talks to his co-workers at the clinic after
receiving an award.
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The Impact Iwakuni award was created to recognize those
who contribute to our community and improve the livelihood

of dependents, contractors and service members alike and
aboard Marine Corps Air Station Iwakuni, Japan. The

recipients are nominated by fellow community members
through a survey website and chosen by the award panel
that meets after the survey closes.
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Melrose Anderson, began her dance program
at Northside Gym, teaching over 50 students
the art of hip-hop, jazz, and musical theater.
The program has been such a success that
fall classes, were sold out within hours of its
launch. She has dedicated her time to sharing
her passion for dance and impacted the

community. Photo by Cpl. Phuchung Nguyen

U.S. Marine Corps Col. Lance Lewis (right),
hands an award to Ms. Melrose Anderson (left).

Ms. Melrose Anderson (center) poses for a
photo after receiving an award.
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U.S. Marines Corps Cpl. Taylor Allmond, a transport air crewman with Marine
Transport Squadron Detachment (VMR DET) Iwakuni, calculates weight charts
during a passenger mission at Naval Air Facility Atsugi, Japan, on July 19, 2021.
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U.S. Marine Corps Cpl. Taylor Allmond, a transport air crewman with Marine
Transport Squadron Detachment (VMR DET) lwakuni (left), Lt. Col Joshua
Nelson, executive officer of Marine Corps Air Station (MCAS) Iwakuni (center),
and Maj. Douglas Murray, the transport aircraft commander (right), brief
before a passenger mission at MCAS Iwakuni, Japan, on July 19, 2021.
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MARINE TRANSPORT SQUADRON DETACHMENT IWAKUNI
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U.S. Marine Corps Maj. Douglas Murray, a transport aircraft commander with
Marine Transport Squadron Detachment Iwakuni, checks a UC-12W (C-12)
engine before a passenger mission on July 19, 2021.
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U.S. Marines with Marine Transport Squadron Detachment (VMR DET) lwakuni

completes a passenger mission at Marine Corps Air Station Iwakuni, Japan, on
July 19, 2021.
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Story and photos by Cpl. Mitchell Austin

.S. Marines with Marine Transport Squadron

Detachment (VMR DET) Iwakuni spent their
afternoon flying a UC-12W (C-12) over the archipelago
of Japan on a passenger mission to transport two
military personnel on July 19, 2021.

“Due to the geographic scope of the Indo-Pacific
Command INDOPACOM) Area of Responsibility
(AOR) and the on-going global pandemic,
Headquarters & Headquarters Squadron (H&HS),
MCAS Iwakuni has relied upon C-12 aircraft for time-
sensitive logistical support to over twelve countries in
the Western Pacific Theater,” said Lt. Col. Jonathan
Hutchison, the Commanding Officer of H&HS.

The C-12 is powered by two Pratt & Whitney PT6a-
60A turboprop engines that can deliver a total payload
of up to 7,755kg and has a range of 2,345 nautical
miles. With a full tank of fuel, a C-12 has about seven
hours of flight time, depending on the type of cargo and
passengers being loaded, and can carry a total of two
pilots and nine passengers.

“With the C-12 being fairly reliable and robust for
a light and affordable platform, the Marine Corps and
the Department of the Navy use it regularly,” said U.S.
Marine Corps Maj. Douglas Murray, the transport
aircraft commander. “For the VMR DET, our mission is
high priority transportation of passengers and cargo. The
C-12 allows us the opportunity to travel to more places
compared to other aircraft that can’t due to their size.”

In the past year, VMR DET supported the transport
of coronavirus testing supplies and medical personnel.
During the initial months of the pandemic, most of
the testing in the Pacific was conducted in both Korea
and at Naval Air Facility Atsugi, where VMR DET
would transport test samples on a weekly or bi-weekly
basis. It was important to get test results back in a
timely manner to isolate any positive cases to the base
population healthy and operationally ready.

When asked about her role as a transport air
crewman with the VMR DET, U.S. Marine Corps Cpl.
Taylor Allmond said “I enjoy my job because it has
given me the opportunity to travel more during my
time in Japan. I have been to Korea, Guam, Iwo Jima,
and many areas in Japan. I'm able to support and help
others in my community to get where they need to go.
It’s an amazing feeling knowing that I make an impact
towards the air station.”

INDOPACOM relies on aircraft similar to the C-12
as part of contingency response plans in support of
the National Defense Strategy and the Commandant’s
Planning Guidance to enable Marines to sustain
fleet operations and naval campaigns across the
INDOPACOM AOR.

Missions like these are crucial to sustaining
fleet operations and naval campaigns across the
INDOPACOM region, making the C-12 a key aircraft
in logistic support.
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