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Students from Iwakuni Middle School
aboard Marine Corps Air Station
Iwakuni visited Kawashimo Junior High
School for a cultural exchange event and
a friendly sports competition with local
Japanese students in Iwakuni City, Feb.

11, 2020.
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The exchange provided events for the
children to compete against each other in
a friendly competition such as; charades,
a costume race and basketball game

to give an opportunity for the children
from the air station and local Japanese
community to interact and play games.
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This annual event allows middle school
students from two different cultures

to come together. The event was
coordinated by the Kawashimo Junior
High School staff and Eugene Clark,
director of the Youth and Teen Center on
base.
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The children split up into four teams
designated with different colored jerseys
with four team leaders taking charge.
They were competing for the most points
in each event working as a mixed team
of children from the air station and local
Japanese students.
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Clark, who has been working with the
Youth and Teen center for more than

20 years, said the junior high school is
close to base, so it is very important that
we try to interact as much as we can to

continue having a good relationship with
our neighbors.
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At the end of the event, the children
tallied up the points from each game and
awarded 1st, 2nd and 3rd places with
medals. Just like in the Olympics each
team that placed received a gold, silver
or bronze medal, but with chocolate
inside.
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“The Youth and Teen Center is a great
program,” said Clark. “I would like to see
it continue to grow and keep doing more
events like this in the future.”
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Students from Iwakuni Middle School and Kawashimo Junior High School play an interactive game during a cultural exchange event
at Kawashimo Junior High School, Iwakuni City, Japan, Feb. 11, 2020.
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A student from Iwakuni Middle School gets dressed in a
costume during a cultural exchange event at Kawashimo
Junior High School, Iwakuni City, Japan, Feb. 11, 2020.

http://www.mcasiwakuni.marines.
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Costumes are staged for a game during a cultural exchange event at Kawashimo Junior High School, Iwakuni City, Japan,

Feb. 11, 2020.
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Students from lwakuni Middle School and Kawashimo Junior High School throw balls into a basket during a cultural exchange

event at Kawashimo Junior High School, Iwakuni City, Japan, Feb. 11, 2020.
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A student from Iwakuni Middle School shows his gold
medal during a cultural exchange event at Kawashimo
Junior High School, Iwakuni City, Japan, Feb. 11, 2020.
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Students and staff from Iwakuni Middle School and Kawashimo Junior High School pose for a group photo during a cultural
exchange event at Kawashimo Junior High School, Iwakuni City, Japan, Feb. 11, 2020.
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MCAS Iwakuni writes-in the New Year with Japanese
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Story by: Lance Cpl. Trista Whited
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Marine Corps Air Station Iwakuni

and Japanese residents, students, and

leaders take part in Kakizome, or, first

calligraphy of the New Year at Waki

Elementary School, Waki Town, Japan,

Jan. 11, 2019.
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Kakizome is one of many New Year’s
Holidays, or Shogatsu traditions.
Usually performed on the second day of
January, the writer expresses their goals
and resolutions for the year to come in a
kanji calligraphy style.
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“It’s much more difficult than it looks,”
said Lt. Col. Eric Harris, executive
officer of MCAS Iwakuni, “I wrote
tomodachi, for friendship. The U.S.

— Japan alliance is the strongest one
that we have. They’re our neighbors
and they’re in our community. So, it’s
very important that they come to us for
culture and we go to them for culture as
well.”
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MCAS Iwakuni residents engaged in
Kakizome and many other activities
with Japanese residents at the U.S.

— Japan Friendship First Calligraphy
Writing of the Year. Other activities that
took place were hanetsuki, kendama,
and flying kites.

and leaders take part in Kaki
Japan, Jan. 11, 2020. Photo by Lance Cpl. Triton Lai

at Waki EI tary School, Waki Town,
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“The purpose of this event is to celebrate
the new year with residents of MCAS
Iwakuni,” said Haruo Morita, Director
General of Chugoku-Shikoku Defense
Bureau.
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This event is a cultural exchange that
brings two communities together to

dive deeper into each other’s traditions.
The participants in this event were the
USA Girl and Boy Scouts Overseas West
Pacific, students from the local schools,
residents of both MCAS Iwakuni and
Japan and the leaders of both MCAS
Iwakuni and Japan. These events are
important to gain understanding of each
other’s communities.

http://www.mcasiwakuni.marines.
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Lt. Col. Eric Harris, executive officer of MCAS Iwakuni, Japan, writes his caligraphy during Kakizome, at Waki Elementary

School, Waki Town, Japan, Jan. 11, 2020. Photo by Lance Cpl Triton Lai
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A girl scout from MCAS Iwakuni writes her caligraphy
during Kakizome, at Waki Elementary School, Waki Town,
Japan, Jan. 11, 2020. Photo by Lance Cpl. Triton Lai
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MADERTHESN AR RSO AETEREEE LS. BRI X TSREEBOE A, ZE F > -Z17ER A local Japanese student writes her caligraphy during
The students from Otake High School, Otake City, Hiroshima Pref. write the caligraphy during Kakizome, at Waki Kaki at Waki El tary School, Waki Town, Japan,
Elementary School, Waki Town, Japan, Jan. 11, 2020. Photo by Lance Cpl Triton Lai Jan. 11, 2020. Photo by Lance Cpl. Triton Lai
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BEE NP ZTER The students from MCAS Iwakuni participate in the Kakizome at Waki Elemenraty School,
The students from MCAS Iwakuni receive the caligraphy tools during Kakizome, at Waki Waki Town, Japan, Jan. 11, 2020. Photo by Lance Cpl Triton Lai
Elementary School, Waki Town, Japan, Jan. 11, 2020. Photo by Lance Cpl Triton Lai
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MCAS Iwakuni residents attend the Lotus Root Digging Experience at lwakuni City's regional whol

Feb. 6,2020.
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Story and photos by:
Lance Cpl. Triton Lai
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Marine Corps Air Station Iwakuni
residents participated in a lotus root
digging experience at Iwakuni City’s
regional wholesale market in Iwakuni
City, Japan, Feb. 6, 2020.
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Station residents were given the
opportunity to learn how to harvest and
then cook popular lotus root recipes,
including; renkon (lotus root) rice,
renkon potato salad, renkon mochi and
renkon cheese.
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"The lotus root digging and cooking
experience helps MCAS Iwakuni
residents and Iwakuni City residents
learn Japanese foods, where they come
from, and how to cook them,” said

Mikie Watanabe, a Cultural Adaptation
Specialist with MCAS Iwakuni. “Several
recipes are given to the people who
attend for future use.”
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Lotus roots are a specialty of the city.
Iwakuni is one of the major lotus root
producers in Japan and distributes the
plant nationwide. The holes in the root
are special to this city, having either
nine or eleven holes each, whereas other
lotus roots from other cities have seven
or eight holes. The holes in the lotus
root act as the airways and circulation
system for the water-immersive plant
regulating the temperature of the plant.
The lotus root has a human body system
like circulation system and mimics the
warm blood nature of humans.
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“I have never been on one of these

trips. I didn’t even know about Cultural
Adaptation until a couple days ago,”
said Carla Brice, a resident of MCAS
Iwakuni. “I signed up for this trip to get
a better experience with Iwakuni. Being
a mom, my usual day is going to the
gym, running errands and then going
back home. So, to get out, be active and
learn with other people feels good.”
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Station residents at MCAS Iwakuni
have the unique opportunity of attending
cultural adaptation events in and around
Iwakuni City. Watanabe, takes residents
out two or three times a month so they
can learn more about Japan and the
community. Residents can sign up for
these events at the Cultural Adaptation
Program office.

http://www.mcasiwakuni.marines.

2A6H. EETFRNNATAIFE ThATAZINET SERZRNATATEVEERSINET5,
MCAS Iwakuni residents and local Japanese residents dig for lotus roots at Iwakuni City's regional
wholesale market in Iwakuni City, Japan, Feb. 6, 2020.
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Satsuki Yanai, instructor of the lotus root cooking class, show the attendants of the class

how to cut a lotus root at Iwakuni City's regional wholesale market in Ilwakuni City, Japan,
Feb. 6, 2020.
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e £8 i HH Shelby Jolly and Monica Gr id of MCAS | i, chop mushrooms at lwakuni
ot LT | City's regional wholesale market in lwakuni City, Japan, Feb. 6, 2020.
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2A6H. BRZFNATAEIBBREME LR THREZ95, SETREDIYEL-TAIVEA (BER).
Eiji Ishimoto, an employee at | i City Hall, reads the translation of his speech at Iwakuni
City's regional wholesale market in lwakuni City, Japan, Feb. 6, 2020.
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Lotus Root recipes on display after being cooked at Iwakuni City's reg Musu Tyler and Carla Brice, resid of MCAS | i, take turns slicing the lotus root at
Iwakuni City, Japan, Feb. 6, 2020. Iwakuni City's regional wholesale market in Iwakuni City, Japan, Feb. 6, 2020.
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U.S. Marine Corps Col. Lance Lewis (right), commanding officer of MCAS Iwakuni, Japan passes the Impact Iwakuni award to
Amber Marchetta, a Youth Fitness instructor, MCCS lwakuni, Jan. 31, 2020. Photo by LCpl. Nathan Mitchel
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On Jan. 1, 2020, Col. Lance Lewis,
commanding officer of Marine Corps
Air Station Iwakuni, Japan, set out
to recognize those who improve the
livelihood of dependents, contractors
and service members alike aboard the
air station. From this desire to recognize
those who contribute so much to our
community, the Impact Iwakuni award
was born.
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The Impact Iwakuni award is about
highlighting those who have made a
positive influence on the MCAS Iwakuni
community or those who continue to
make a difference.
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The Impact Iwakuni recipients are
nominated by fellow community
members through a survey website and
chosen by the awards panel that meets
after the survey closes. The survey
usually starts around the 1st of every
month and ends around the 15th of

the same month. People nominating

12N 1202
IMPACT IWAKUNI

individuals are asked why their nominee
should be the recipient of the award.
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The first Impact Iwakuni award was
presented for the month of January, 2020
to Amber Marchetta, a youth fitness
instructor for Marine Corps Community
Service. Marchetta was nominated by
several residents and this is what they
had to say about her:
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“She contributed to the foundation of an
active Stroller Warriors chapter which
provided an outlet for spouses of all
backgrounds to form relationships as the
base was experiencing immense change
and challenges. Without her, several
service members would not have passed
their physical fitness tests or physical
readiness tests.”
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Amber Marchetta, a Youth Fitness instructor, MCCS lwakuni, instructs a class at the Iron Works Gym, March 12, 2020. Marchetta received the Impact lwakuni award for her contribution to
the foundation of an active Stroller Warriors chapter. Photo by Lance Cpl. Jeremy Alfaro
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“Amber holds workouts and personal
training classes throughout the week at
different times so people with or without
kids and with or without jobs can attend.
She also teaches gymnastics to the kids
on base, and if that’s not enough on her
plate, she also finds time to volunteer at
the elementary school for her kids and
their grades activities.”
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The second recipient of the Impact
Iwakuni award was Eugene Clark, the
director of the Youth and Teen Center,
Marine Corps Community Services.
When being nominated, this is what his
friends and colleagues mentioned about
Mr. Clark as a whole:

http://www.mcasiwakuni.marines.
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U.S. Marine Corps Col. Lance Lewis (right), commanding officer of MCAS Iwakuni, Japan passed the Impact Iwakuni award
Eugene Clark, director of the Youth and Teen Center, MCCS Iwakuni, Feb. 27, 2020. Photo by LCpl. Nathan Mitchel
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“When I first met Mr. Clark, I observed
his interaction with his staff, peers and
community; from this first interaction, I
was impressed by his deep commitment
to all military children and the military
community as a whole. He has been
part of this community for more than

20 years (as a Marine and a civilian)
and always welcomes everyone’s input
and invites honest dialogue finding

a way to promote well-being. He has
demonstrated a tireless dedication to
MCAS Iwakuni, both on an individual
and professional level.”
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Impact Iwakuni will continue to
highlight the spirit of those who are
dedicated to their community. If you
have anyone in mind that you believe
should be recognized, then keep on the
look-out for the next Impact Iwakuni
survey posted on the MCAS Iwakuni
Facebook page.

AVINGR AP R BRICHEBELT VR IWVAAKEEESERERI I, A—R T/ T4—2 4 3—RDA—I =0 95— &h, ZE. X1V > S F)VER
' Eugene Clark, a director of the Youth and Teen Center, MCCS Iwakuni, poses for a photo with U.S. Marine Corps Col. Lance Lewis, commanding officer of MCAS
Iwakuni, Japan and his co-workers, Feb. 27, 2020. Photo by LCpl. Nathan Mitchel
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Taking a ride around MCAS Iwakuni

BRI DU T T 7R
A student from Iwakuni Middle School, MCAS Iwakuni helps a local Japanese girl at the Food Court during a base visit at
MCAS Iwakuni, Japan, Feb. 11, 2020. Photo by Cpl. J'vonnta Taylor
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Local Japanese families received a
station briefing, on-base tour and had
lunch at the food court at Marine Corps
Air Station (MCAS) Iwakuni, Feb. 11,
2020.
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The visit’s goal was to deepen the
understanding of the Air Station’s
activities, daily life and American
culture by visiting facilities such as
Iwakuni Middle School, the Commissary
and family housing. The tour culminated
with lunch at the food court.
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Forty local residents of Iwakuni
participated in the tour, which started
with a brief from U.S. Marine Corps

Col. Lance Lewis, commanding officer of
MCAS Iwakuni.
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“The Station’s community relations
programs aim to engage the local
Japanese community in a meaningful
way,” said Robert Helton, director of
MCAS Iwakuni’s government and
external affairs office. “We brain stormed
ways to get visitors involved and make
the experience interactive.”

VT —ZE AT = IFIVAT—)IVIENZ L
ZIHNOPIREBE AT LNED X575
LN ET, HARND itz B AR D
gtz Wz Ule o A7 = IFIVAT—)VD
EET=BE Y T =SNG D R A R—F
L7,

The tour included a walk-in experience
of Iwakuni Middle School. At the school,
visitors learned how the educational
system works as a U.S. school system on
base, and then the students observed the
school facilities. American junior high
school students also assisted to share
their culture with the visitors.
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“Everything is so interesting and new,”
said Sayuri Noda, an online English
teacher. “It’s a lot to take in because

we really didn’t know any information
about the lifestyle of Americans behind
the base’s gates. It is difficult to have a
friendship where you don’t understand
them, but it is nice to practice speaking
English and the culture.”
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The event ended with the participants

of the tour going to the food court and
trying American food. During lunch time,
the visitors enjoyed the opportunity to
practice speaking English and learning
the differences of the culture.
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“What made this visit so special, was we
were able to bring together school-aged
children from off-base to interact with
those from on base,” said Helton. “I think
in the end everybody walked away from
this event with the understanding that
we have far more in common than not.”
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A student from Iwakuni Middle School, MCAS Iwakuni talk with a local Japanese student
during a base visit at MCAS lwakuni, Japan, Feb. 11, 2020. Photo by Cpl. J'vonnta Taylor
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http://www.mcasiwakuni.marines.
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U.S. Marine Corps Col. Lance Lewis, commanding officer of MCAS Iwakuni gives a brief to local
Japanese residents during a base visit at MCAS Iwakuni, Japan, Feb. 11, 2020.

Photo by Cpl. J'vonnta Taylor
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Local Japanese residents receive a tour of Iwakuni Middle School during a base visit at MCAS
Iwakuni, Japan, Feb. 11, 2020. Photo by Cpl. J'vonnta Taylor
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Local Japanese residents receive a tour of Iwakuni Middle School during a base visit at
MCAS Iwakuni, Japan, Feb. 11, 2020. Photo by Cpl. J'vonnta Taylor
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Local Jap resid and MCAS | i residents pose for a group photo during a base visit
at MCAS lwakuni, Japan, Feb. 11, 2020. Photo by Cpl. J'vonnta Taylor
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MCAS Iwakuni residents stir together a relationship
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Story and photos by:
Lance Cpl. Triton Lai
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U.S. Marines and families from Marine
Corps Air Station Iwakuni participated
in a community cultural exchange
with local Japanese children at Tsuzu
Elementary School, Iwakuni City, Jan.
25, 2020.
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The exchange included interactive
games, where Japanese students
practiced speaking English and
participants learned how to make
different types of traditional Japanese
soup. In addition, the event included

the opportunity for residents on base to
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MCAS Iwakuni resid. and Jap

teachers participate in a cooking class during a community cultural exchange with

local Japanese children at Tsuzu Elementary School, Iwakuni City, Jan. 25, 2020.

learn more about Japanese culture from
local Japanese students.
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“We learned about Japanese culture and
they had the opportunity to learn about
American culture. And with that, respect
grows,” said Micah Chase, assistant
English teacher for multiple schools.
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The cultural exchange is a semi-annual
event that is coordinated with the Marine
Corps Community Services on base and
the Tsuzu Elementary School. This year
marks the 21st anniversary for the event.
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“I wanted to have the opportunity to
share what Japanese students offer with

the air station personnel,” said Nobuaki
Miyai, principal of Tsuzu Elementary
School. “Once they know who we are, I
think that brings us closer together.”

1A25H. X{LERETORBRZICBNTIEEEDEA.
A MCAS Iwakuni resident participates in a cooking class
during a community cultural exchange with local Japanese
children at Tsuzu Elementary School, lwakuni City, Jan.
25,2020.
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The Yamaguchi Truck Association Iwakuni
Branch hosted an art award ceremony for
students from Iwakuni Middle School aboard
Marine Corps Air Station (MCAS) Iwakuni
and showcased the students’ art on 700
plastic document folders at Iwakuni Kokusai
Kanko Hotel, Iwakuni City, Feb. 14, 2020.
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U.S. Marine Corps Lt. Col. Eric Harris,
executive officer of MCAS Iwakuni,
Catherine Wright, an art teacher at
Iwakuni Middle School, and six students
from the school attended the ceremony.

—

http://www.mcasiwakuni.marines.
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lwakuni Middle School students share their artistic abilities
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Students from Iwakuni Middle School, U.S. Marine Corps Lt. Col. Eric Harris, executive officer of MCAS lwakuni and
representatives of the Yamaguchi Truck Association Iwakuni Branch pose for a group photo during an award ceremony at
Iwakuni Kokusai Kanko Hotel, Iwakuni City, Japan, Feb. 14, 2020.
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The association hosts a drawing
competition annually of local elementary
schools with a theme of professional work
vehicles. Three years prior to this event,
the association extended its reach to the
students aboard MCAS Iwakuni in support
of the U.S.-Japan cultural exchange
programs. “I personally enjoy these types
of events because it’s fun to come together
with the local community,” said Harris.
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Fifty-seven pieces of art from Iwakuni
Middle School aboard the Air Station were
submitted for the drawing competition
this year. Nine pieces of art Iwakuni

Middle School students won and were
selected to be the design of document
folders printed by the truck association.
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“I'm really excited to see future

interactions between the air station and
local Japanese community,” Harris said. @
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U.S. Marine Corps Lt. Col. Eric Harris, executive officer of

MCAS Iwakuni poses for a photo with a representative of the
Yamaguchi Truck Association Iwakuni Branch.
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The Marine Corps Air Station’s swim
team, the Tsunamis, hosted a friendly
swim meet with the local Iwakuni
Schools’ team, Ocean Swim, at
IronWorks Gym pool, MCAS Iwakuni,
Japan, Feb. 16, 2020.
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Both schools' athletes, grades K-12,
made up two teams, the MCAS Iwakuni
Tsunamis and Iwakuni City Ocean
Swim. The two teams competed in
various styles of relays including; 50
meter, 100 meter, 200 meter, 200-meter
medley, and 200 meter freestyle.

15

&

E | FAT Y I—9R I LT2R16BICRET BB KX T, T—IVDRZ— HﬁEIZ GEFB,

Feb. 16, 2020.
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“The over-arching purpose is to foster
our friendship with the local Iwakuni
teams and youth sports and for some
friendly competition so the kids can test
out their times. Our kids had an inner
squad meet two weeks ago where they
raced each other to prepare for this
meet,” said Kelly Wilkinson, the head
coach of the MCAS Iwakuni Tsunamis.
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The swim meet was organized and
conducted as a friendship competition

to teach the students the meaning of
sportsmanship. There was no prize, but

_ Swimmers with the Tsunamis and the Ocean Swim get ready to start to swim at IronWorks Gym Pool, MCAS Iwakuni, Japan,

at the end of the day each person walked
away with a new perspective and respect
for the other’s culture.
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“It’s really fun to race kids from new
teams. We have some really fast kids and
really enjoy swimming against them,”
said Wilkinson. “Both teams, from a time
stand point, did really well.”
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The Tsunamis and Ocean Swim both did
really well. Unfortunately, the Tsunamis’
season has ended early this year. For
more information on the swim team and
the next season, contact Aquatics at
IronWorks gym.
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A swimmer with the Tsunami, swims in a relay at Iron Works Gym Pool, MCAS Iwakuni,

Japan, Feb. 16, 2020.
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Swimmers race in a 200 meter relay at IronWorks Gym Pool, MCAS Iwakuni, Japan, Feb. 16, 2020.

F—LOEF,

A swimmer comes up for air during a swim relay at IronWorks Gym Pool, MCAS Iwakuni,

Japan, Feb. 16, 2020.
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Kelly Wilkinson, head coach of the Tsunamis, speaks to her team after their warm-up at
IronWorks Gym Pool, MCAS Iwakuni, Japan, Feb. 16, 2020.
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A swimmer with Ocean Swim gets ready to start a relay to swim at
IronWorks Gym Pool, MCAS Iwakuni, Japan, Feb. 16, 2020.
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Q. Why did you join to the U.S. Marine Corps?

A.ljoined the Marine Corps to take the challenge and be better
than my generation of what | was around. | wanted more in life
than to be a statistic.
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Q. Please describe your job in more detail.
A. We have three departments to my MOS here on MCAS Iwakuni.
We have Personal Property/Passenger Travel, DMO Freight and the
AMC Terminal. | work at the AMC Terminal at the Passenger Section
as the NCOIC. On a daily basis, we use a system called the Global Air
Transportation Execution System (GATES). We use this system to in
check cargo, passengers, and keep track of upcoming flights.
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Q. What are the difficult parts and your favorite parts of your
job?

A. A difficult part about our job here is that we arent doing our
primary job, we are doing a job normally done by the Air Force.
It's kind of great learning new experiences because we learn a

lot more about the Air Force regulations and their operational
tempo.

Air Force regulations deal more on aircraft capabilities as in load
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planning, restrictions and limitations, and pallet positions. The
Marine Corps focus more on cargo capabilities as in packaging
and handling, hazardous material, and bills of lading.
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Q. If you were not a Marine, what would you be doing now?

A.l always wanted to become an entrepreneur since a kid growing
up in lllinois to help out the unfortunate when times get hard. |
would've graduated college and started my experience in Civil
Engineering. | always wanted to own a construction company.
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Q. What do you love most about Japan?

A. The people and relationships are the best. You get along with
everybody and it’s always a happy environment.

Q. BFRT—EE W TLIRATIH?

A TAVHELEBTBHETNTHINENEWNSTETT, BEIG B,
EEEIET AV ADFERLEVDKREE T UFLNANAUICHDE
AYVEMIORESNIEDHEDTI N ZORZENHLEL
feo ARA YV THEINTHNEL EREAHAET T ESH 7. Een
PHETIDICAE L,

Q. What surprised you most about living in Japan?

A. It's surprising how small everything is compared to the states.
The parking spaces, cars, and streets are like half of what we
have in the US. It reminds me of when | was deployed to Moron,
Spain because everything was so small and we had government
vehicles that were too big for the parking spaces and streets.
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Q. What else would you like to say?

A. Thanks to the Japanese for welcoming the military in all
locations of Japan and for being a helping hand.
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Origin: Ruckersville, Virginia

Job:  CBRN Defense Specialist
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Q. Why did you join the U.S. Marine Corps?

A. Ever since | was a kid, I've wanted to join the Service, especially

due to my grandfather and great uncle having served as an Army
radar repairman and a Marine Corps fiscal officer, respectively.

| saw service as an opportunity to make them proud, and

eventually settled on the Marine Corps due to its reputation as a

tightly-knit and brotherly organization.
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Q. Please describe your job in more detail.
A. As a CBRN Defense Specialist, | instruct non-CBRN Marines on
how to deal with CBRN threats. Annually, every Marine is required
to attend a gas chamber confidence exercise, where they are
given the basics on the different CBRN threats that they might be
exposed to, the CBRN protective equipment that they would use
in a contaminated, or potentially contaminated, environment, and
the life-saving steps that Marines must take as soon as they are
exposed to contamination. After the classes have been taught, the
exercise culminates with the Marines and Sailors going through a
gas chamber where they are exposed to a non-lethal riot control
agent. Provided that the students are wearing their protective
equipment properly, the Marines won't experience any of the
effects of the CS, and it will give them a degree of trust in their
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gear, as they realize how critical it is. These chamber events take
place two to three times a month on average, and can be attended
by anywhere from a couple dozen to a couple hundred Marines.

Q EETHLOERCDTLE, T BLOWERLDILIZFITI D,
A —FBHLLDIE. CBRNDFOSEGE D Z R EBELZIFNIE
BEIEWEWDITETY, CORFDEDEMRICHEDHICIF E
DEFEFR CREALERULEDBERZH>TWEITNE G EE
Ao BT LV DG AL ZEM R BT OMEZF X ETY, COHE
DEEGEDZ LO>OVEBRLGITNEEYEE A,
—FBRELVDIZ RAGHEDBERE L —HEICEBH TESILT
TUIRSBE LD ADGEROMF EHZTHITONSEIETT,
Q. What are the difficult parts and your favorite parts of your job?
A. The most difficult part of my job is getting a deep understanding
of the more advanced parts of the CBRN field. To truly be subject
matter experts, we have to know significantly more information
than the basics that are taught at our MOS schoolhouse. One thing
that is especially difficult is the amount of chemistry and biology
that one is required to learn, understand, and retain to truly have a
solid grasp of the advanced parts of our MOS.
As for my favorite part of this job, | truly enjoy working with
Marines across every MOS, and giving them information that can
save their lives, and the lives of others.
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Q. What surprised you most about living in Japan?

A. 1 was most surprised with how courteous and respectful
Japanese people are. Even with the language barrier, the Japanese
people are very helpful in any city you visit. I've especially
witnessed this while traveling through the country, and when at
volunteer events. As an example, a week ago, | volunteered at the
Higashi Hoikuen Nursery School, where | spent several hours with
the teachers and students, who were beyond welcoming.
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