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JMSDF, MCAS Iwakuni Friendship Day exhibits US — Japan alliance
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Americans, Japanese cultivate friendships in tea harvest
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lwakuni residents volunteer at local preschools
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American students experience Japanese culture up close
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Station residents hop through history
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Station residents plant rice with Japanese locals
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Japanese, American students hoop for friendship at basketball tournament
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Marines demonstrate capabilities to Japanese law enforcement
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Interview with service members :
Pfc. Scott Lohndorf & Cpl. Samuel Lee Arguelles
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Story by: Cpl. Aaron Henson
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Marine Corps Air Station Iwakuni, Japan,
opened its gates to approximately 210,000
guests for the 41st Japan Maritime
Self-Defense Force — MCAS Iwakuni
Friendship Day, May 5, 2017.
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Since 1973, MCAS Iwakuni has held a
single-day air show designed to foster
positive relationships and offer an
elevating experience that displays the
communal support between the U.S. and
Japan.
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“Friendship Day is a community relations
event,” said U.S. Marine Corps Maj.
Nathan Hoff, station operations officer
air show director. “The big thing to

me is the opportunity we have to open

our gates and welcome in the whole
community of Japan. They are able to

see what we are all about . . . our ability
to perform military tasks as well as
integrate in with the JMSDF. Whether it’s
training for real-world contingencies or

in this case hosting a community-related
event . . . it is an opportunity to showcase
our bilateral cooperation.”
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Hoff also said this year differs from others
as it highlights aerial performances

and capabilities including a Marine
Air-Ground Task Force demonstrating
aviation support for ground units.
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Performances included the U.S. Army
Golden Knights parachute team, Whiskey
Papa Skywriting, Evolve Aerosports
Squirrel-Suit jump, and demonstrations
of the Japan Ground Self-Defense Force
rappelling team, U.S. Marine Corps MV-
22B Osprey, MAGTF, Pacific Air Forces’

- F-16 demonstration team and Japan Air

Self-Defense Force’s Blue Impulse.
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During the MAGTF demonstration,
onlookers observed close air support,
simulated aerial refueling and the
extended capabilities of Marine Corps
assets that are designed to perform in
expeditionary environments.
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The air show also encompassed various
U.S. and Japanese static display aircraft,
food and entertainment. Some displays
included F/A-18C and F/A-18D Hornets,
an MV-22B Osprey and F-35B Lightning
II from the U.S. Marine Corps’ III Marine
Expeditionary Force, an F-16 Fighting
Falcon, an A-10 Thunderbolt II, and a
KC-135 Stratotanker from U.S. forces in
Korea.
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“We have a multitude of U.S. Marine
Corps, U.S. Navy and U.S. Air Force

aircraft from throughout the Pacific area
of operations,” said Hoff. “The Japan
Self-Defense Force will also be providing
displays of their planes and helicopters.
We will also have some civilian aircraft
displayed and a DC-3 presented by
Breitling. For anyone who is interested in
aviation, there is something out here for
them to see.”
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Included among the exhibits were the
U.S. Air Force MC-130J Commando II,
the JSDF C-1, A6M Zero, and MCH-101,
along with WACO biplanes and Cessna
airplanes from the Aircraft Owners and
Pilots Association Japan.
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Visitors were also provided the
opportunity to observe ground-combat
element capabilities from Marine Wing
Support Squadron 171 through heavy and
utility equipment, Expeditionary Field
Kitchen and a variety of military vehicles.

Fie, /—AHasAF M. Fro T LT a—
VI HBUE, MRICIERIL TV 238 21 S
[, S8k, S 3KIBR, KR D Ft Bk
B, W ERATIC I3 B Bl e e R iR
L7,

Also, Marines with Kilo Company, 3rd
Battalion, 8th Marine Regiment, 2nd

Marine Division, currently forward
deployed to Okinawa, Japan, from Camp
Lejeune, North Carolina, displayed their
proficiencies in ground tactics.
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“This is my first time visiting Friendship
Day, and I loved watching the air show,”
said Kuniko Koyanagi, a Friendship Day
guest. “The Americans seem very friendly,
and I want to come back even though it is
very far from Sapporo, my home.”
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Japanese visitors traveled from all

over Japan to experience the one-day
event, hoping to capture firsthand the
unique U.S.-Japan security alliance and
the various Marine Corps capabilities
showcased at the event.
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“Friendship Day is one of the many ways
MCAS Iwakuni can show their respect
for the Japanese people, their culture and
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their country,” said U.S. Marine Corps
Col. Richard F. Fuerst, commanding
officer of MCAS Iwakuni. “This is the
third year that we have conducted

this airshow with the JMSDF, and

this highlights the mutually-beneficial
relationship we have, not only with them
but with the local Iwakuni community.”
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Although Friendship Day is a one-day
event, it exemplifies and reaffirms the
remarkable bond constructed between two
nations.
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“Friendship day is a great example of

the U.S.-Japan alliance,” said Fuerst.

“I want to thank Rear Adm. Futakawa,
Fleet Air Wing 31 commander, and all of
the sailors of FAW-31 for their support

in hosting this air show with us. This
cooperation is another example of the
great alliance between the United States
and Japan, and I am extremely proud of
the relationship we have with FAW-31
and the local community. I look forward to
many years of being a good neighbor.” 3'

2 it S L ARy

4 201745850, EEEMTEA BB LAHH/ K ERHEEMEREMTIL Y Fy T F—b RS NI, 1973F U5, 2 AXKMBRE
BEL. BRMOISH S BRERRIIHRERHTSIH. EEEMIARRET—ELTENE—B—RARLTE . SF. 205 AU

" EORIBEHEWEINS, ZE. OUIF >0/ -V AR
Marine Corps Air Station Iwakuni, Japan, hosted the 41st Japan Maritime Self-Defense Force - MCAS Iwakuni Friendship Day, May
5,2017. Since 1973, MCAS Iwakuni has conducted a single-day air show and open house specifically designed to foster positive
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Marine Corps Air Station Iwakuni’s Cultural
Adaptation Program visited Hirose-Iwakuni High
School to harvest green tea leaves with Japanese
locals in Iwakuni City, Japan, May 2, 2017.
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Local Japanese children pick green tea leaves during a Cultural Adaption Program tea harvesting event in
Iwakuni City, May 2, 2017.
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The program gives station residents the opportunity
to experience the Japanese culture alongside
elementary and high school students, nursing home
residents and other Japanese locals.
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The tea harvest is held annually during early spring
| at the high school. During the visit station residents
picked green tea leaves that were later fanned,
steamed, rolled and left to dry out in the sun, where
they will remain for two weeks.
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A local Japanese child shows a green tea leaf he picked during a Cultural Adaption Program tea harvesting ﬂ{_!ﬁf )\0)%3 Al 89'(@:4%1(:@%?;’1@ \ﬁggﬁf: ,'.3;3‘11 \i
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“Even for Japanese people, picking tea leaves
is interesting,” said Mikie Watanabe, cultural
adaptation program specialist. “It’s especially
interesting for the station residents and it’s a good
opportunity for them to meet the local people and
talk and laugh with them.”
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For some station residents, the best part about
picking tea leaves was getting the chance to do it
with the Japanese locals.
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A - mﬁ""ﬁ'ﬁz - “What I liked most was meeting and talking to the
SA2AICEETATITLAEXLRZRT NI S LOFRRBHRT FRIEEMGHSRCIRELREARROE  Japanese people,” said Michael Logan, a station
HEE—RITIRTIT=— N/ LV EA () ER=—V %94 —L VA,
Stefanie Hansen and Tanesha Wallen, Marine Corps Air Station Iwakuni residents, press and roll green tea B ; A
leaves with Hirose-lwakuni High School students during a Cultural Adaption Program tea harvesting event in them, and it’s much nicer to do it when you have

Iwakuni City, May 2, 2017. other people there to socialize with.”

resident. “It was nice being able to spend time with
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* Americans, Japanese cultivate friendships in tea harvest
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Tea is one of the most popular beverages consumed
worldwide. It has health benefits that include the
potential prevention of different types of cancers,
and appears to have antiobesity and antidiabetic
effects, according to the National Library of
Medicine and National Institutes of Health.
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Although the residents will have to wait two

weeks to drink their tea, at least they were able to
experience the way it was originally made.
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“It’s a simple way of knowing the concept and

the process of cooking it and then drying it,” said
Alejandro Crisologo, a station resident. “I'm a tea
drinker, and I wanted to see how it is harvested and
processed.”
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Ryan McNeil, a Marine Corps Air Station Iwakuni resident, picks green tea leaves
during a Cultural Adaption Program tea harvesting event in lwakuni City, May 2, 2017.

AL/ T T 5 LD HIE, 7 AU A NI HA DR
RZALZHS>TELW, HEEICZDREFZLTESI LT
M, CORAHARRIT Z OB D2 ->T0 5,
Giving station residents the opportunity to
participate in a tea harvest is part of the Cultural
Adaptation Program’s ongoing mission to show
Americans Japanese customs and traditions, and
allow them to experience it for themselves.
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“The program is trying to get people from overseas
to adopt the society and Japanese community so
they can be comfortable, meet Japanese people,

and have new experiences and do exciting stuff,”
said Watanabe. “I'm trying to make people happy so
maybe they can have a good memory of their stay in
Japan, and once they go back to the states, they can
remember how happy they were here in Iwakuni.” @ |. )
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Marine Corps Air Station Iwakuni resid pose alongside Jap students and locals duing a Cultural
Adaption Program tea harvesting event in Iwakuni City, May 2, 2017.
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Iwakuni residents volunteer at local preschools
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Residents of Marine Corps Air Station
Iwakuni volunteered at Josho Hoikuen
Preschool in Iwakuni City, Japan, May
9, 2017.
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The Marine Memorial Chapel at MCAS
Iwakuni offers community relations
volunteer opportunities every month that
service members can take advantage of
to strengthen the relationship between
the air station and the local community.
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“We've had this program for more

than 10 years,” said Shiori Minato,

an administration specialist with the
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Michelle Hene, a volunteer
Preschool students during
Volunteering at the presc|
residents and the
Marine Memorial Chapel. “Visiting the
preschool builds a relationship between
local Iwakuni citizens and service
members from base.”
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Introductions were made by participants
as part of the event. They sat in front of
the class while students asked questions
ranging from their favorite food to the
names of people they care about the most.
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Once every one was familiar with each
other, students were shown how to dance
and sing along with “The Hokey Pokey”
and “Head, Shoulders, Knees and Toes.”
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After they were introduced to American
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tronger.
music, they continued with an
educational game. As music played,
students ran in a circle and when the
teacher held up a card the children had
to find a group of people to match the
number on the card and sit down.
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“Usually we have more educational
games like learning “ABCs” or how to
count,” said Minato. “This is the first
visit of the school year since Japanese
schools start in April, so we tried to
make it a little more fun.”
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These activities not only help create
bonds among service members and the
students, but it also builds a relationship
with the children’s parents.
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“I believe this is a step to coexist with
MCAS Iwakuni,” said Eiko Isomoto, the
principal of Josho Hoikuen Preschool.
“What the children did today will be
conveyed to their parents, then the
relationship will go deeper and deeper.”
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The interaction between the volunteers
and preschoolers helps give the
volunteers and younger generation in
Japan a better understanding of each
other’s culture.
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“When children see Americans out in
town they may not have a good image
toward them,” said Minato. “But when
they spend time with Marines or sailors
it gives them a positive impression,
which makes building relationships
easier when they get older.” 30

http://www.mcasiwakuni.marines.
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U.S. Marine Corps Lance Cpl. Da Hee Park, a volunteer with the Marine Memorial Chapel, pretends to be a tiger with Josho
Hoikuen Preschool students during a community relations event in Iwakuni City, Japan, May 9, 2017. Volunteering at the
preschool helped the relationship between Marine Corps Air Station lwakuni residents and the local community grow stronger.
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Michelle Hene, a volunteer with the Marine Memorial Chapel, high-fives a Josho Hoikuen Preschool student after singing “Happy
Birthday” to him during a community relations event in Iwakuni City, Japan, May 9, 2017. Volunteering at the preschool helped
the relationship between Marine Corps Air Station Iwakuni residents and the local community grow stronger.
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American students experience Japanese culture up close
»
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The Shunan International Children’s
Club performed in the 7th Annual
Japanese Cultural Exchange Program
at Marine Corps Air Station Iwakuni,
Japan, March 20, 2017.
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The program is an opportunity for
students to experience Japanese
singing, dancing and martial arts.
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“It was a very good opportunity for our
students here on base to experience

Japanese culture,” said Larry Wahl, the
school psychologist at Matthew C. Perry
Elementary School. “It was also a great
opportunity for the Japanese students
to come onto base to see what life in an
American school looks like.”
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depicting the season of cherry blossoms Japanese children from the Shunan International Children’s Club demonstrate karate during the Japanese Cultural Exchange

M Program at Marine Corps Air Station Iwakuni, Japan, March 20, 2017. The Shunan International Children’s Club traveled to the

air station to give the students an opportunity to experience Japanese singing, dancing and martial arts, <.

the “Sakura Dance,” a traditional dance
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Following the “Sakura Dance,” two
martial arts performers demonstrated
karate techniques to the crowd. A new
addition to this portion of the show
was a martial art called Iaido, where

a performer demonstrated the ancient
martial art with an imitation sword.

A= —F VINVRDINTH— VA
EHRD =B KBTI T L=,
The show concluded with a marching
band performance and children’s songs
that were sung by both the Japanese
and American children.
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“I came to organize a group to make
sure that people here on the base are
exposed to the magnificent Japanese
culture,” said Mamoro Sasamura,

the director of Shunan International
Children’s Club. “We’ve been doing this
for seven years, and I want us to come
back for as long as possible.”
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In return, the students attend the
Hina Matsuri Festival every year. The
festival is a Japanese celebration of
families with daughters to live long
happy lives. This is an exchange that
has been going on for seven years and
both the Japanese and Americans
mentioned looking forward to
continuing their relationship for years
to come.
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“The Japanese language is very difficult
for Americans to learn, and English is
very difficult for them,” said Wahl. “So
music and dance is a common language

that everybody can understand and
bond with.” 30

http://www.mcasiwakuni.marines.
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Japanese children from the Sh International Children’s Club perform the “Sakura Dance” during the . Japanese Cultural
i Exchange Program at Marine Corps Air Station Iwakuni, Japan, March 20, 2017. The ”Saku:R Dance” is a traditional dance
.’epicting the of cherry bl inJapan and demonstrates their unique culture. !

»
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Japanese students from the Shunan International Children’s Club perform in a line together during the Japanese Cultural
Exchange Program at Marine Corps Air Station Iwakuni, Japan, March 20, 2017. The Shunan International Children’s Club
traveled to the air station to give the students an opportunity to experience Japanese singing, dancing and martial arts.
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Station residents hop through history
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Story and photos by:
Lance Cpl. Carlos Jimenez
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Service members from Marine Corps
Air Station Iwakuni, Japan, took a free
bus ride courtesy of the Single Marine
Program, March 25, 2017, to a small
island with a unique tourist attraction
and a dark past.
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Located within the Seto Inland Sea in
Hiroshima Prefecture and accessible
only by ferry, Okunoshima, or "Rabbit
Island," is visited by thousands of
tourists a year for a unique reason. It is
home to hundreds of wild and friendly
bunnies.

IR SN A AT BOBRIEIES
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Agroup of ral i 3
of wild rabbits that visitors are allows
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The station residents could see rabbits
the moment they stepped off the ferry.
They approached the little creatures
with bags of food and fed them as the
rabbits gathered in groups for more.
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While most of the trip participants went
just for the rabbits, some went to see
the dark history that lies in ruins on the
island.
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“I heard about this bunny island, and I
was curious about the poison gas stuff

LI EDE BTV B XAT BRI E0

they have over there,” said U.S. Navy
Chief Petty Officer Farzana Kham,
aviation machinist mate temporarily
assigned to Carrier Airborne Early
Warning Squadron (VAW) 125, referring
to the fact that the island once served
as production site for chemical weapons
during World War II.
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Before it became Usagi Shima, or Rabbit
Island, Okunoshima was a top secret
location used by the Japanese Imperial
Army to create poison gases used against
Chinese soldiers and civilians, killing
approximately 80,000 people.
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The trip participants were able to

see traces of that history scattered
throughout the island in the standing
remains of the buildings that once served
as poison gas storehouses, batteries and
the power plant.
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Okunoshima’s bunny population and
deadly history make the island a unique
place for service members to visit.
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“I came to learn more about the history
of the island and hang out with all

the bunnies,” said U.S. Marine Corps
Cpl. Mallory Mullins, aviation supply
specialist with Marine Air Control
Squadron (MACS) 4. “I think it’s kind

of beautiful that Japan took something
that was ruined and destroyed and
turned it into something that people
enjoy.”
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How the rabbits came to dominate the
island isn’t exactly known, but some
believe their origins are tied to the
island’s past.
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According to The Guardian, an
international news publication, rabbits
were brought to the island to test the
effects of the poison gases, but many
experts believe those test rabbits were
killed after allied occupation of the
island at the end of the war.
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All in all, the program participants

said visiting the island was fun and
interesting.
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http://www.mcasiwakuni.marines.
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“My experience was very good,” said
Khan. “It was very relaxing and super
cheap. I think it’s the perfect trip for
(everybody).”

SMPTIZThBAtice, BBk i HAEWN
DA LHERBOCHIANDRI TR R L T3,
The SMP offers station residents similar
trips to famous tourist sites across

Japan. 3'

-~
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The entrance of a former poison gas storehouse used by the Japanese Imperial Army during World War Il at Okunoshima,
Japan, March 25, 2017. The island is home to hundreds of wild rabbits that visitors are allowed to feed and pet, and has the
standing remains of other buildings used by the army to create chemical weapons during World War Il.

MP) EHED "I+ D5 NDFf
(VAW-125), i = REMEERRD 77V F-h—V BEER,
U.S. Navy Chief Petty Officer Farzana Khan, aviation machinist mate temporarily assigned to Carrier Airborne Early
Warning Squadron (VAW) 125, on the Single Marine Program trip to “Rabbit Island,” feeds cabbage to a group of rabbits at
Okunoshima, Japan, March 25, 2017.
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Station residents plant rice with Japanese locals

15
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. Story and photos by:

Lance Cpl. Carlos Jime'nez
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Marine Corps Air Station Iwakuni’s

_ Cultural Adaptation Program visited!

Tenno ‘E'lrementary School to plant rice

“ with Japanese locals in Iwakuni City,
~ Japan, June 10, 2017."
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MCAS Iwakuni residents volunteered to
step 11{ a muddy, water-filled rice paddy
" where they laid several rg\w&of young
rice plants.
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“The air station got together with local

Iwakuni people to have a Japan and U.S.

friendship event,” said Mikie Watanabe,
a cultural adaptation program specialist.

- “It’s a great opportunity to meet t';he
local Japanese community and have new
explerlences.”
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‘Cultivating rice takes 140'days of a
rgre&{! amount of care. It’s a process that
involves preparing rice paddies, planting

1‘seeds a1_1d lants, hdrvestmg them a
few mgg.ﬁh's later, then drying, hulling,

m hng and ﬁnally enrlch.mg the rice.
! g

May are grown and ready to be pl

massive scale, so taking the time to *
plant each one is as rare of an experience
for many Japanese people today asitis
for Americans.
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“This is the type of thmg'-they Wa'ht to
pass on from generation to generatﬂ;p,
even with the mechanization of = -

agheulture’g;.ald Jewel Naffz1ger‘ a J =
= station resident. “It’s just nice to get o

down and‘dlrty the way it v?ars‘years
and yea_rs ago and_ keep it alive, and

: appremate.more wheré the rice comes

 from.”
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\’Manually planting rice has been

replaced with machines and other
innovations to produce the crop on a

October to helpharvest and taste the
rice they planted.
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http://www.mcasiwakuni.marines.i
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Marine Corps Air Station Iwakuni residents and local Japanese volunteers participate in a Cultural Adaptation Program rice-planting
event in Iwakuni City, Japan, June 10, 2017. The event is held annually in June after the rice seeds that were sown during April and

d. Station resid have been participating in the event for more than 10 years.

| S g v
Giving station residents the opportunity.
to participate in events like these is pa‘
of the Cultural Adaptation Program’s :
ongoing mission to show Americans
Japanese customs and traditions,

and it allows them to expenence 1t for

themselves v 2
a
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T thlnk%hls is a godd way to l'earn.to

ﬁ,‘rf&‘le the divide a1 realize we're all

~ human,” said Naffz1g'er ““T think it’s

‘. important, ‘and it goes a long way. I wish

we could take this kind of stuff back to
the United States so we could have more
love and more appreciation of each other
and of the simple things in life.”
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For upcoming events or more
information from the Cultural
Adaptation Program call 253-6165. g
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Japanese, American students hoop for friendship at
basketball tournament

GHERHF ATA—T V- Fr TNV E
Story and photos by:
Lance Cpl. Stephen Campbell
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The Marine Corps Community Service’s
Semper Fit Program held the Youth
Sports Friendly Basketball Tournament
at Marine Corps Air Station Iwakuni,
Japan, March 25, 2017.
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The tournament bridged a gap between
two cultures, helping the children make
new friends through a common interest.
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“Just the love of the game is enough to
find some kind of communication, some
type of connection between players,”
said Eduardo “Eddie” Almonte, the
MCCS Youth Sports Coordinator
and Supervisor. “We can argue about
semantics, fouls and that kind of stuff,

17

but at the end of the game, it’s all about
having fun.”

F—=F AV MR EETTND 568D A
F—LBMU, R ERDEN; LTz,

The tournament was composed of six
junior high school teams from the
Iwakuni area. Higashi Junior High
School won first place.
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“We practiced every day for about one
and a half hours after school, practicing
on basic skills like dribbling and
handling,” said Takayu Ki, the head
coach for Higashi Junior High School
basketball team.
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Ki said the team made a lot of new
friends through basketball, and after
each game they were able to talk and
chat with each other about the sport.
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Akio Nishi, the general manager of the
Hiroshima Dragonflies professional
basketball team, was the special guest
at the tournament and came out on the
floor to award first and second place
teams with trophies and third place with
medals.
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Semper Fit also handed out posters and
custom made coins to the coaches as a
memento.
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Overall, the tournament was held to
promote U.S.-Japan relations between
local schools, MCAS Iwakuni and MCCS
Youth Sports.
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“This definitely builds community
relations, because the love of the game
speaks and gives a connection between
our youth,” said Almonte. “They can
relate in one way or another and even
though there is a language barrier, the
love of basketball is there for them.” 3-

http://www.mcasiwakuni.marines.
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Tsuzu Junior High School and Hiroshima University Junior
High School basketball teams start a game with a tip-off
during the Youth Sports Friendly Basketball Tournament at
Marine Corps Air Station Iwakuni, Japan, March 25, 2017. The
tour t was composed of six junior high school teams
and bridged the gap of two cultures by helping children
make new friends through a common interest.
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Participating teams pose together after the Friendly Basketball
Tournament at Marine Corps Air Station Iwakuni, Japan, March 25, 2017.
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Marines demonstrate capabilities to Japanese law enforcement

TR Va7 T LA RE
Story and photos by:
Lance Cpl. Joseph Abrego
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Members with the Hiroshima and
Yamaguchi Prefectural Police
Headquarters traveled to Iwakuni to
observe the Marine Corps Air Station
Iwakuni Special Reaction Team conduct
high-risk training scenarios at MCAS
Iwakuni, Japan, March 28, 2017.
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Teaming with the two police
headquarters offered an opportunity for
all parties included to better comprehend
the use of tactics in detaining high-
profile suspects, suicide prevention and
hostage scenarios.
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Prior to conducting hands-on training,
Marines with the Provost Marshal’s
Office held an informative brief on
tactics. The brief covered step-by-step
details on each situation and displayed
weapons and gear used by SRT.
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“The training was really helpful,”

said Koichi Ueshin, Hiroshima
Prefectural Police Headquarters
Criminal Investigation Department
First Investigation Division chief. “The
briefing was very informative and actual
training was different from what we do
here in Japan. Even the equipment was
very different, and I'd like to do research
on that.”
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Ranging from room-clearing, breaching,
communication and non-lethal takedown
techniques, the Marines thoroughly
displayed how to properly assess each
situation with minimal risk.
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“It’s important for our counterparts to
visit the air station and gain insight on
what we do here,” said U.S. Marine Corps
Lance Cpl. Ryan Ashe, an SRT breacher.
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Ashe said whenever the chance arises

to train with the host nation they get

to see what each other has to offer. He
also said there’s a lot to learn from one
another and it builds confidence in the
capabilities of those involved.
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“It allows them to discover things we

do differently and adapt to a different
training style,” said Ashe. “Styles

such as using rifles and non-lethal
tasers when breaching, opposed to just
handguns.”
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Breaking down every scenario and
giving in-depth instructions allowed

the Japanese to evaluate and grasp the
concepts of why specific tactics are used
on a case-by-case basis.
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“We are very inexperienced in a lot of
stuff,” said Ueshin. “The training has
given us a new perspective to draw
experience from and strengthen our
team force.”
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Ueshin said he expresses his most sincere
appreciation to PMO who dedicated an
abundance of time putting the training
together, and he will continue supporting
U.S.-Japan relations.
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Training between the air station and
Japanese has been a milestone that the
Marines have strived to meet. Continuing
joint training in support of the U.S.-
Japan alliance allows the growth of
friendships and professionalism.
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Ashe said it was a great training
environment, and safety was paramount
throughout the whole evolution. He felt
that being able to go hands on allowed
the Marines to show the Japanese how
effective the techniques are.
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“The most important thing to take away
from the training was that you have to
keep an open mind,” said Ashe. “Reach out
to those resources you have to cross train
and increase your knowledge every day.” @

http://www.mcasiwakuni.marines.
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U.S. Marine Corps Lance Cpl. Ryan Ashe, a breacher with the Special Reaction

Team for Marine Corps Air Station Iwakuni, shows a pontoa ber of the
Hiroshima Prefectural Police Headquarters during cross training exercises at MCAS
Iwakuni, Japan, March 28, 2017.
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U.S. Marine Corps Lance
Cpls. Jackson Stumb, left,
and Benjamin Irish, right,
Special Reaction Team
members for Marine Corps
Air Station Iwakuni, conduct
breaching techniques during
cross training exercises

with the Hiroshima and

Yamaguchi Prefectural
Police Headquarters at
MCAS Iwakuni, Japan, March
28,2017.
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U.S. Marines with the Special Reaction Team for Marine Corps Air Station lwakuni, display
room-clearing techniques using a military working dog to members of the Hiroshima and
Yamaguchi Prefectural Police Headquarters at MCAS Iwakuni, Japan, March 28, 2017.
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Q1. Why did you join to the U.S. Marine Corps?

A1.1joined the Marine Corps because | ran out of money

in college. | wanted to challenge myself and seeing all the
commercials from the Marine Corps, | thought it was a lot different
than what it was. | thought it was really hard core - a challenge.
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Q2. Please describe your job in more detail.

A2. | assist people with appointments, write wills, separation
agreements, notarizations, power of attorney, do legal research
for attorneys — pretty much anything a paralegal would do.
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Q3. What are the difficult parts and your favorite parts of your
job?

A3. The most difficult part about my job is dealing with people,
but the most enjoyable part of my job is dealing with people. It
depends on who comes in. Everyone who comes in has their own
different problems, different issues, and | like figuring out what
they need - like a puzzle.
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Q4. What is your favorite American food or something your
mother used to make for you?

A4. Chicken pot pie. She cooked every night. Everything she
cooks is amazing, but chicken pot pie is my favorite.
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Job: Legal service specialist
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Q5. What do you love most about Japan? Do you have a
favorite Japanese food or place to visit?
A5.1love sushi, okonomiyaki and curry. | had never experienced
curry until | was out here and all the fresh seafood like the
Miyajima oysters. My mother always told me, if you don't like it,
you don’t have to eat it. Just try it and have an open mind with
everything because they wouldn't serve it if it wasn't food and
no one liked it. Try it and try to experience the culture as much as
possible, and that's what | try to do.

Q6. HFTREWILIZHVETH?

AG. BV DIZEERFERE IV EZ IV RA N T, . £ e  BR
ADRYITCORD BRI TANBDARTHBIEICLEETE LI LE
ERCILBZEELT TITNRER LTV S, HEHEEAB ML —1E
12203 EDMNF TRL TN E Lc. ZDAIFREBED K ERTD T
DTITNAR—FTAYTNADRT V21— IVERLTNT NR
FETENTTIT> <& LT,

Q6. What surprised you most about living in Japan?

A6. The vending machines and convenience stores are amazing.

| was surprised at how nice the Japanese people are — how
welcoming and accommodating they are. | was trying to find a
bus to get to the airport in Hiroshima and this guy went out of
his way — took 20 minutes out of his time - he didn't speak very
good English, but he tried to pull up the schedule on his phone
and he took me to it.
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Q7. What else would you like to say?

A7.1thank you for being so warm and welcoming for the past
two and a half years. It's been an experience I'll never forget. It's a
beautiful place.
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Q1. Could you please describe your job in more detail?
A1.1am a radar technician so | set up a portable radar called the
ATNAVICS, which stands for Air Traffic Navigation Integration
Coordination System. The radar is mounted on top of a Humvee
that we drive. It can be loaded onto a C-130, we can send it out
anywhere and the technicians set it up.
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Q2. Do you have any difficult and favorite part of your job?

A2. The difficult parts of my job are the uncertainty of operational
tempo, which is how often exercises are going or not — the not
knowing and being unprepared for them at times. My favorite
part is that we get to set up, perform the mission and have the
air traffic controllers see the radar screen. You know that it was
you setting the radar up correctly, which allowed them to see the
picture.
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Q3. Did your parents say anything about you joining the
Marine Corps?

A3.They made sure | knew what | would be getting myself into
and making sure that being a Marine is something that | would

Cpl Samuel Lee Arguelles
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Origin: West New York, New Jersey

Job: Air Traffic Control radar technician
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want. They were supportive, and if that’s what | wanted to do,
that's what they wanted for me.
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Q4. What is your favorite American food or something your
mother used to make for you?

A4. 1 couldn't think of an American food, but something my
mom used to make was arepas. It's a corn flower patty that you
open up and you can put anything you want inside of it. It is a
Venezuelan dish. My mom is from Venezuela and my dad is from
Cuba. We moved to the U.S. when | was four years old. | have
been back to Venezuela two times and visited my family that is
there.
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Q5. What surprised you most about living in Japan?

A5. How respectful and helpful the Japanese people are. | could
be lost at the train station and while they’re busy, they will still
help me. That is what | really like and also what surprised me
about Japan —the culture and how the people are.
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Q6. What else would you like to say?

A6. Japan has been an amazing experience in my life. It is
something that | will never forget and | would like to come out
here again.
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al Kintai Bridge Festival
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U.S. Marines from Marine Corps Air
Station Iwakuni participated in the
40th Annual Kintai Bridge Festival in
Iwakuni City, Japan, April 29, 2017.
The festival allows Marines to take an
active part in celebrating the history
of Iwakuni by donning traditional

Japanese attire and crossing the Kintai
Bridge. Events like these help Marines

learn more about the history of Japan,

while creating positive interactions with

their Japanese hosts. g
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