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Station residents, Japanese locals brush past 2016 with calligraphy
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The Japanese American Society hosted

the 60th Annual Culture Festival at

Marine Corps Air Station Iwakuni,

Japan, March 11, 2017.
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The two-hour festival included Japanese
dance performances, decorated exhibits
and traditional activities and rituals.
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“We bring the Japanese culture here so
that Americans can enjoy the culture

on base,” said Bobby Shibazaki, JAS
president. “This basically breaks the ice
between both cultures.”
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Local Japanese volunteers took the time
to teach Americans the art of calligraphy,
origami and flower arranging, while JAS
held a tea ceremony and offered free food
and drinks during the festival.
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Students from Hiroshima University
opened the festival by performing

tricks with the Kendama, a traditional
Japanese toy. Throughout the festival
the students allowed visitors to play with
the toy and taught them some tricks.
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After their performance, American
children were given the opportunity

to pound rice in an usu, a large

wooden bowl, with a kine to make
mochi, or rice cakes. Mochi-tsuki is an
important Japanese traditional event in
preparation for the new year.
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Tables were then set together where
people made and ate a long sushi roll.
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The final two acts of the festival were
dance performances: the Eisa Okinawan
Dance and the Kagura Dance.
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The Eisa involves taiko drums, folk songs,
chants and whistles, originally performed
as a way to give spirits a good send-off.

PRI R THNCASNE NS, RE D 2
Al SR TR, WS O BET I Al R, ).
KU DLRHEILE R BT DT TERO, B HITK
Bk 2 2 LT H 280 LT3,

The Kagura is a form of music and
dance dedicated to the Shinto gods.
Actors with masks, swords and dragon
costumes danced while musicians played
drums, flutes and other instruments for
dramatic effect.
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“We want to bring all the cultures to you,
the food, the happiness and everything
together in this community,” said
Shibazaki in his closing remarks to the
audience. “And to extend out and make
friends with the Japanese community.”
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JAS’s mission is to strengthen the bonds
of friendship and understanding between
Americans and Japanese locals.
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“This base is strategically important to
both the American and Japanese people
and our government,” said U.S. Marine
Corps Col. Richard F. Fuerst, commanding
officer of MCAS Iwakuni. “We want to
continue to foster that relationship and
the Japanese American Society does that.”

the Japanese American S ﬁ?@ﬂ\.
astival included Japanese dance ;ﬂ"formances, decorated exhibits and traditional
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Above : Local Jap | s with the Jap American Society perform the Eisa

Okinawan Dance during the 60th Annual Culture Festival at Marine Corps Air Station Iwakuni,
Japan, March 11, 2017. The festival included Japanese dance performances, decorated
exhibits and traditional activities and rituals. JAS continues to bridge the U.S.-Japan
friendship by providing quality cultural events and activities.
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Left : A local Jag | with the Jap American Society demonstrates the
process of pounding rice, or mochi-tsuki, during the 60th Annual Culture Festival at Marine
Corps Air Station Iwakuni, Japan, March 11, 2017. The festival included Japanese dance
performances, decorated exhibits and traditional activities and rituals. JAS continues to
bridge the U.S.-Japan friendship by providing quality cultural events and activities.

Annual Culture Festival at Marine Corps Ai




www.mcasiwakunijp.marines.mil/

BH{FEADRESTHXEICEN

Station residents, Japanese locals brush past 2016 with calligraphy
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Story and photos by:
Lance Cpl. Joseph Abrego
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Marine Corps Air Station Iwakuni
residents journeyed outside the gates
to join Japanese locals for an annual
calligraphy event in Waki Town, Japan,
Jan. 7, 2017.
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The residents had the opportunity to
watch a performance from the Otake
Senior High School calligraphy club, and
then they took action in some calligraphy
of their own.
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Homeschooled children from the air
station participated with local Japanese
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Yamamoto Yuko, a local calligraphy instructor, helps a child from Marine Corps Air
Station Iwakuni practice calligraphy during a calligraphy event in Waki Town, Japan,
Jan. 7, 2017. The children learned how to write their goals in Kanji for the new year.

children in writing their goals in Kanji
for the new year.
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“The purpose of the event is for children
to organize their dreams or goals

for the year,” said Masayuki Yuasa,
representative for Waki Town art
association. “They write them down at
the beginning of the year, and then they
strive to reach them.”
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Yuasa said the event is supposed to be
pleasant and help introduce cultural
exchanges between the Japanese and
American children.
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Using calligraphy to write goals is a

Japanese tradition that takes place at
the beginning of every new year similar
to the American tradition of New Year’s
resolutions.
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“I think it sets the students up for a
good start to this year,” said Margaret
Peterson, representative for MCAS
Iwakuni homeschooled kids. “It allows
them to embrace the culture that we're
living in and really feel connected to the
Japanese.”

A2 =T DA T TOE HAAN
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Traveling outside the air station
community and joining the Japanese in
their events gives a different perspective
and understanding of their culture.
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“It’s hands on, they're able to talk,
communicate and interact with the
Japanese adults and students,” said
Peterson. “It’s all very helpful for them
to feel connected.”
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Peterson said she was honored to
experience the traditions and culture
with her family, and it was a pleasure to
share that with other station residents.
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The art created through dreams and
ambitions of the children will be
displayed at the Waki Town cultural hall
as a reminder of the goals set for the year.
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“Things like this assist in the cultural
exchange between us and the air
station,” said Yuasa. “The first-hand
experience opens many doors to everyone
involved. I want to continue seeing this,
and I also hope to see many faces at the
art festival this summer.”

http://www.mcasiwakuni.marines.

Children from Marine Corps Air Station Iwakuni and Japanese lo
practice calligraphy with the help of instructors in Waki Town,
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American, Japanese students set tone of harmony
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Story and photos by:
Lance Cpl. Carlos Jimenez
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Students from Matthew C. Perry
Elementary School and High School
celebrated diversity and unity alongside
Japanese students from Yamaguchi and
Hiroshima Prefectures during the 7th
annual U.S.-Japan Friendship Concert
at the Sinfonia Iwakuni Concert Hall in
Iwakuni City, Japan, Feb. 25, 2017.
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regarding the pride they had in the
students who worked hard to bring the
concert to life.
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“We gather together to create a harmony
of friendship and cooperation which
today is expressed in the form of music,”
said Fuerst. “I know your parents, your
friends and your families are as proud
of you as I am, and I hope this is a great
experience for you.”
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The students had joint practices in the
weeks leading up to the concert to help
them bond and move past the language
barrier.
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“At first I thought it would be difficult
to play with [the students from M.C.
Perryl,” said Naoya Tanaka, a student
representative of Suo-Oshima Municipal

Shimanaka Elementary School. “But I
enjoyed it very much.”
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Students played with their own schools
on a few performances, but they were
mostly blended together to perform
traditional American and Japanese
songs like “It’s a Small World” and
“Sakura Sakura,” along with more
modern hits such as “Dancing Queen.”
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Even songs from other parts of the world
were played, such as “African Noel” and
“Time to Say Goodbye,” among others.
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“Of course the language remains a
barrier,” said Larry Wahl, counselor at
M.C. Perry School District. “But this
music is a common language that we all
can enjoy.”
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In the finale the students from all the
schools came together onstage to perform
the song “Try Everything” from the
Disney movie Zootopia.
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When the concert ended, the audience
gave the students a standing ovation,
and they waved to each other as their
schools were reintroduced.
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“Working with foreign students to create
this concert was extremely amazing,”
said Alaina Smith, an M.C. Perry
Elementary School choir student. “Like
when I tell you there’s nothing like it,
there is nothing like it.”

AIAEEE . DAV — PR TR
229 BT DA TR RV IEISKDD
Wik,

Smith also took notice that the concert was
more than just an occasion to play music.
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~ “I think working with the Japanese

students is very important because the

ore two countries bond, the more it
will stay so,” said Smith. “The language
barrier didn’t stop us at all with this. We
learned all the music, and we socialized,
and it went extremely well.”
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Hiroshima Prefecture during'thefinale of the 7t
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“1:U.S.-Japan Friendship'Conce Sinfonia
Concert Hall in Iwakuni!ity, Japan, Feb. 24, 2017.
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New friends share old traditions
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Dalila Garavito, a Marine Corps Air Station lwakuni resident, learns

0 use hashi (chop sticks) during the cultural exchange at
nentary School at Iwakuni City, Japan, March 11, 2017.
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Story and photos by:

Lance Cpl. Gabriela Garcia-Herrera
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Tsuzu Elementary School held a cultural
exchange at Iwakuni City, Japan, March
11, 2017.
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The event, which brought Americans and
Japanese together, taught residents from
Marine Corps Air Station Iwakuni about
Japanese culture.
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“It gives the Japanese a chance to
practice their English, while Americans
can learn Japanese.” said Mikie
Watanabe, cultural adaptions specialist
with Marine Corps Community Service
Family Programs at MCAS Iwakuni.
“It’s about having a good time, making
friends and keeping an open mind.”
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A tea ceremony was performed, teaching
guests the tradition behind mixing herbs.
Junior high students helped mix green
tea to serve to guests after the ceremony,
where servers walked the room and
taught people how to properly drink tea.

RO EIZ BRI e IR Z AR T O
Y )& 9, e BRI b N TSR
ZHL. ZhZhoRBEE, ZhZhiEs
I THINT 20BN H B L8 LTz,
Cooking instructors demonstrated how
to cook miso soup, chicken and rice. The
teachers talked about basic ingredients
used in the recipes and stressed the

different temperatures needed to cook
each dish.
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“Food is a universal language wherever
you go,” said U.S. Marine Corps Sgt.
Larry Garavito, material control supply
expeditor with Marine Fighter Attack
Squadron 121. “Their way of life is
learned through the food they eat and
the traditions that are practiced during
a meal.”
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Garavito also said attending the cultural
exchange and learning about the
traditions in the tea ceremony helped
expand his mind.
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“People who are brought here get

to experience something new,”

said Watanabe. “Some people are
uncomfortable when they move out here.
We try to give them an opportunity

to meet Japanese locals and learn
something different.”
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Story and photos by:

Pfc. Stephen Campbell
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The American Red Cross Society and
Japanese Red Cross Society paﬁed
together to conduct a blood drive at the
Marine Memorial Chapel on Marine

Corps Air Station Iwakuni, J aparﬁ«
March 7, 2017.
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This blood drive marked the first time
the two societies coordinated an ?{3‘111;
together on the air station.
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Donating blood is A+ contribution
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The Marine Corps Air Station Iwakuni Red Cross Society and Japanese Red Cross Society volunteers pose in front of the Marine
Memorial Chapel during a blood drive at MCAS Iwakuni, Japan, March 7, 2017. The volunteers collaborated together and

+ collected approximately 24,000 milliliters of blood from 59 Japanese and American donors.

The blood drive is a biannual event, one
being held in March and the other in
'August normally focused oﬂa&Japanese

“Jocals. Both organizations have mentioned

working together again in August.
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“I think this eontri ‘to the deepening
nd Americans,”
, the promotion sub-

bond f &J apar
sai ichi Shim

d1v1 mber one chlef of the Japanese
Red Cros 1 ‘Center in the Yamaguchi
Prefecture. “Hopefully this will go further
to unite both communities in the future.”
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Shimizu said blood tam from the donors
will go to hospitals and patients in the
Yamaguchi Prefecture to help save lives.
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The drive ended with a total of 59

dond 15 of which were U.S. service
me*rs, and approximately 24,000
milliliters of blood.
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“We think there was a huge outpouring
of people who want to participate,

and we've had great support from the
community,” said Kim Tarleton, the
American Red Cross MCAS Iwakuni
manager. ‘1 think it’s been a success, and
we’re hoping this can be something we
can continue with them in the years to
come.”
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Lightning strikes lIwakuni, F-35B arrives
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Story by: Cpl. Aaron Henson
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Marine Fighter Attack Squadron 121
arrived at Marine Corps Air Station
Iwakuni, Japan, Jan. 18, 2017.
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VMFA-121 conducted a permanent
change of station to MCAS Iwakuni from
MCAS Yuma, Arizona, and now belongs
to Marine Aircraft Group 12, 1st Marine
Aircraft Wing, III Marine Expeditionary
Force.
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“There’s definitely been a lot of
challenges . . . moving our aircraft

here, the logistics and we have a lot of
people to move,” said U.S. Marine Corps
Gunnery Sgt. Vincent Koscienlniak,

an avionics technician with VMFA-

121. “One of our biggest issues was

the physical movement and preparing
everything to come here. There has been
a lot of cooperation within the unit and
most of the Marines here are very good
at what they do. They are hand-selected,
and it has shown the last few months.”
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VMFA-121 consists of the F-35B Lighting
II aircraft, which is planned to replace
the F/A-18 Hornet and AV-8B Harrier I1
aircraft currently based at the air station.
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The F-35B Lightning II is a fifth-
generation fighter, which is the world’s
first operational supersonic short takeoff
and vertical landing (STOVL) aircraft.
The F-35B brings strategic agility,
operational flexibility and tactical
supremacy to the Pacific with a mission
radius greater than that of the F/A-18
Hornet and AV-8B Harrier II in support
of the U.S. — Japan alliance.
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“The F-35B represents the future of
Marine Corps tactical aviation, and
bringing it to Japan makes MCAS
Iwakuni the second only operational
F-35B base,” said U.S. Marine Corps
Maj. Jimmy Braudt, quality assurance
officer and pilot with VMFA-121.

“One of its capabilities is a powerful
sensor suite that fuses together several
different sources and provides superior
situational awareness to the pilot. It will
be the first short take-off and vertical
landing aircraft permanently based in
this theater, and.is.capable of countering
modern threat systems beyond what
legacy aircraft were designed to handle.”
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Braudt said it impacts the relationship
with Japan and other Pacific allies.
Bringing the most capable, modern and
lethal platform in the U.S. inventory

to Iwakuni demonstrates the U.S.
Government’s commitment to the
defense of Japan.
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The Marine Corps conducts the essential
training needed to accomplish their
assigned mission, including the training
and operations required to be ready to
defend the Pacific region as necessary.
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“VMFA-121 desires to contribute to the
readiness of MAG-12, the 31st Marine
Expeditionary Unit and III MEF as a
whole,” said Braudt. “Our objective is

to be highly trained and effective in our
platform while learning how to integrate
this new capability with the rest of the
Marine Air-Ground Task Force and our
Pacific partner nations. We are happy

to be in Japan and look forward to

the culture we will get to experience,
and would like to thank the people of

_Yamaguchi Prefecture and Twakuni for  ———

being excellent hosts.”

http://www.mcasiwakuni.marines.
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Yoshihiko Fukuda, mayor of Iwakuni City, speaks with U.S.
Marine Corps Lt. Gen. Lawrence D. Nicholson, commanding
general of I1l Marine Expeditionary Force (MEF), during the
welcoming ceremony of Marine Fighter Attack Squadron
(VMFA) 121 to Marine Corps Air Station Iwakuni, Japan, Jan.
20, 2017. Photo by Sgt. Nathan Wicks
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U.S. Marine Corps Maj. Gen. Russell A. Sanborn, commanding
general of 1st Marine Aircraft Wing (MAW), addresses the
audience during the welcoming ceremony of Marine Fighter
Attack Squadron (VMFA) 121 at Marine Corps Air Station
Iwakuni, Japan, Jan. 20, 2017. Photo by Sgt. Nathan Wicks
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; o ; : o Yo conducted a permanent change of station to MCAS Iwakuni, from MCAS Yuma, Ariz., and now belongs to Marine Aircraft Group 12, 1st Marine
il 1I_\ir<r_aff?W1ng, 11l Marine Ex'b'editionary Force. Photo by Lance Cpl. Jacob A. Farbo
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U.S. Navy E-2D Advanced Hawkeyes
with Carrier Airborne Early Warning
Squadron 125 “Tigertails” arrived at
Marine Corps Air Station Iwakuni,
Japan, Feb. 2, 2017.
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The Tigertails’ journey from Norfolk,
Virginia, to the air station is to support
the strong, enduring alliance with

the government of Japan through the
forward deployment of the most capable
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Five U.S. Navy E-2D Advanced Hawkeyes with Carrier Airborne Early Warning Squadron (VAW) 125, land at Marine Corps Air Station
Iwakuni, Japan, Feb. 2, 2017. VAW-125 arrived at MCAS Iwakuni
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Tigertails stalk in new territory

U.S. Navy ships and squadrons in
Japan.
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“The arrival of VAW-125 with the E-2D
signals the United States’ commitment
to the defense of Japan and our Pacific
partners,” said U.S. Navy Cmdr. Shane
Tanner, the executive officer for VAW-
125: “Thissmove is in accordance with
the Navy’s strategic vision for the
rebalance to the Asia-Pacific, which puts
the most advanced and capable units
forward in order to maintain stability
and security in the region.”
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The E-2D Advanced'Hawkeye possesses
highly sophisticated air radars and
systems, which increases its capabilities
and ability to defend Japan. It is the
centerpiece of the Navy Integrated Fire
Control - Counter Air (NIFC-CA) system.
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“The E-2D is the most advanced
Airborne Command and Control
platform that the U.S. has in its
inventory,” said U.S. Navy Lt. j.g.
Russel Kinder, a naval flight officer
with VAW-125. “Equipped with the new
APY-9 radar, the weapons system will
detect and track targets earlier and
more accurately in littoral, overland and
overwater environments than the E-2C's
APS-145. The advanced sensors, on-
board tactical data processing systems
and voice and data link communications
systems onboard this platform will
instantly enhance, expand and integrate
the air and missile defense capability of
this region.”
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Kinder also said VAW-125 will continue
the Hawkeye tradition as the “digital
quarterback” for the Carrier Strike
Group and the theater air and missile

p—

defense architecture. They will maximize
blue force lethality, survivability and
mission effectiveness by providing
real-time battle space management,
command and control and situational
awareness of even the most advanced
threats.
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While goal oriented toward providing
support in the Indo-Asia-Pacific region,
the Tigertails will also focus on building
relations withinrthe local community.
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“VAW-125 is already integrating with the
Marine Corps Air Station Iwakuni team
and its tenant commands,” said Tanner.
“We intend to help build, expand, and
strengthen the services, facilities and
overall fantastic esprit de corps of this
burgeoning community for the service
members and their families.”

http://www.mcasiwakuni.marines.
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Tanner said on a personal level,

the Tigertail service members and

their families are looking forward to
developing a strong and lasting bond
with the city of Iwakuni.
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“This bond will be built upon a
foundation of trust, respect, and
cultural engagement,” said Tanner.

“As a squadron, we will develop
professional relationships with the
Japanese Maritime Self-Defense Force
through routine operational training
and engagement. This will improve
interoperability and solidify our ability
to conduct combined operations at sea.”
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MCAS Iwakuni celebrates opening of new school
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Students and staff, service members and civilian personnel cut ribbons during the Matthew C. Perry High School ribbon-cutting ceremony at Marine Corps Air Station lwakuni, Japan, Feb. 3,
2017. U.S. Marine Corps Col. Richard F. Fuerst, commanding officer of MCAS Iwakuni, Lorenzo Brown, principal of M.C. Perry High School, Jeffrey Carr, assistant principal of M.C. Perry High School,
Yoshihiko Fukuda, mayor of Iwakuni City, and Iwakuni officials conducted the ribbon-cutting ceremony, signifying the grand opening of the new facility. Photo by Cpol. Aaron Henson
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Matthew C. Perry High School opened
its doors during a ribbon-cutting
ceremony at Marine Corps Air Station
Iwakuni, Japan, Feb. 3, 2017.
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The 165,000 square foot high school is
located next to the Kawashimo housing
area.
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Leading up to the ribbon cutting,
Lorenzo Brown, principal of M.C. Perry
High School, Elizabeth Erhart and Alexis
Mojica, seniors at M.C. Perry High
School, and many others gave remarks
to attending guests and students before
Jeffrey Carr, assistant principal of M.C.
Perry High School, presented a time
capsule, which is scheduled to be opened
in 30 years.
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“We put this time capsule together
with five classes’ souvenirs inside,” said
Carr. “The seventh grade put pictures
and mementos inside. The eighth grade
put a bunch of humor inside. As humor
changes from generation to generation,
they want to know if what they said will
be funny 30 years from now. The ninth
grade signed a t-shirt with personal
messages. The tenth graders gave past
and present advice, things they have
said to themselves and possibly to their
own children in the future. The 11th
grade provided a signed agenda planner
and a collage page that every student
put something on and the 12th grade put
a signed scarf inside. Also inside is the
first football championship that we have
ever taken home.”
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U.S. Marine Corps Col. Richard F.
Fuerst, commanding officer of MCAS
Iwakuni, Lorenzo Brown, Jeffrey Carr,
Yoshihiko Fukuda, mayor of Iwakuni
City, and Iwakuni officials conducted the
ribbon-cutting ceremony, signifying the
grand opening of the new facility.
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Construction of the new $67 million
school began August 2014 and finished
August 2016. The school includes a 400
meter track, artificial turf soccer and
football field, a concession stand and
1,000 seat spectator grandstand.
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“Through partnership with the base

the Japanese are building world-

class facilities to meet demanding
requirements,” said Brian Wottowa,

the director of the Defense Policy
Review Initiative, Integrated
Management Office. “The schools are
particular, because they will benefit not
only the U.S. children, but also those
who frequently visit from off base.
Iwakuni has a long history of sharing
cultures and educational opportunities
between the base and local schools, and
these new facilities will further deepen
an already strong relationship.”
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Replacing the old 38,000 square foot
high school built in 1986 and costing
approximately $3 million, the new

high school provides improved security,
resources and opportunities for students
and staff.

http://www.mcasiwakuni.marines.
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“Anything you would want in a school

to meet the students’ needs, we have,”
said Brown. “We have increased the
number of opportunities to interact
with Japanese schools. The mayor has
expressed his desire to have local schools
interact with us at our new facilities,
and we recently had local students here
with us to practice for the upcoming
friendship concert.”
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New features in the school include
electric combination locks, a student
kitchen, bigger classrooms and hallways,
an auditorium with a hand-stitched
stage curtain, a garden for classes and
students to grow their own food and an
amphitheater.
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“The amphitheater serves a couple
of purposes,” said Brown. “One is a
historical mark; it represents the 13
ships that sailed around Japan for trade
with Commodore Matthew Perry who
came as a representative of the U.S.
Government in 1853. It also doubles as a
place for our drama students to practice
their craft on a nice day. You can stand
in the circle and it will sound like you
are speaking into a microphone.”
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Wottowa said they are grateful for

the hard work and dedication of

the Japanese government and their
partners. This success is a great example
of the value of our unique partnership
and dedication to mutually supporting
each other well into the future.
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Story by:

Lance Cpl. Gabriela Garcia-Herrera
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“I love the brotherhood,” said U.S.
Marine Corps Pfe. Scott Lohndorf, legal
assistant clerk with Headquarters and
Headquarters Squadron at Marine
Corps Air Station Iwakuni, Japan. “It’s
such a niche. If you're a wrestler you're
automatically a part of something bigger.”
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Lohndorf attended the All-Japanese
Military-Wrestling Tournament at Camp
Asaka, Japan, March 4-5, 2017 as part of
the only American team with four other
service members. Lohndorf finished
second in his individual weight class

and received an ‘outstanding wrestler’
trophy, while his team finished in third.
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“There were only five weight classes,”
said Lohndorf. “I participated in the 85
Kg weight class or 189 lbs. They want

to know who the best wrestler is at that
weight and in order to be the best you
have to wrestle the best.”
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During the tournament, participants

attended a banquet as a sign of respect to
the brotherhood wrestlers are a part of.
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“It was a get-to-know-everyone kind

of event,” said Lohndorf. “It was in
Japanese so it was hard to understand,
but people were really friendly. They
would come up to us, try their English
and put food on our plate.”
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Lohndorf’s love for wrestling started
when he was a freshman in high school.
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Tournament in Camp Asaka, Japan.
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“My head coach started teaching at my
high school,” said Lohndorf. “We grew
through the program together. He’s a role
model and he does everything for people.
That’s what I love about wrestling, you
want to give back to the sport.”
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Giving back is exactly what Lohndorf
does through passing on his knowledge
of the sport at Matthew C. Perry High
School.
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Lohndorf volunteers his time to coaching
the high school wrestling team. Practices
are held Monday through Friday and
last for two hours. He dedicates four
mouths out of the year to help students
better their wrestling skills.
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Lohndorf also coordinates a camp during
the summer for students ages seven to 14.
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“I'm not training these kids to get a
scholarship to a division one school,” said
Lohndorf. “I'm training them to be better
people. That’s what this sport did for me,
so that’s what I want to give to them. I
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want to teach them to push themselves,
past where their minds think they can
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go.

LAY IR EN O ZE DT Ta—2 RV
T E I AR BILSTE K
N ZUTHG D EER G2kl be L
AV T RS B TR, HULL Lo
EDZHILTVS,

Lohndorf found a passion in wrestling.
He’s more than willing to share his sport
with people he’s met, friends he’s made
and students he’s influenced.
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“He’s very dedicated,” said U.S. Marine
Corps Sgt. Thomas Kimbaris, a mentor
of Lohndorf. “He’s always willing to go
out and do something, not just sit in a
room. He’s active and a competitor.”
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Americans and Japanese grapple for greatness
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Story and photos by:
Lance Cpl. Joseph Abrego
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U.S. Marines from Marine Corps
Air Station Iwakuni, traveled to the
TK Training Center to participate in
the Duamau Tournament, a jiu jitsu
competition, in Hiroshima, Japan, Feb.
5, 2017.
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Jiu jitsu is an art of weaponless fighting
which employs holds and throws to
subdue or disable an opponent.
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The Marines displayed their hard work
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U.S. Marine Corps Master Sgt. Mai

and dedication to the sport through
competition in their respective weight

classes against Japanese locals who they
have formed bonds with.
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“This was to test all our hard work

and time we put in on the mat,” said
U.S. Marine Corps Master Sgt. Marcos
Martinez, expeditionary fire rescue

staff noncommissioned officer in charge
with Marine Wing Support Squadron
171. “We do this as a recreational sport,
and the competitions are our test to see
development.”
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oncommissioned officer in charge with

ponent during the Duamau Tournament, a

While testing progression, the Marines
also get a chance to experience and
familiarize themselves with the
Japanese culture.
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"It’s different,” said Martinez. “It’s great
to get out and immerse yourself into the
Japanese culture through a sport that
has its own language. You don’t need to
speak Japanese to compete and train
with the Japanese. You learn a lot about
people and their character through this
sport.”
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Even through the competitive bouts,

Marines and locals give recognition to
each other’s efforts and create ties that
carry past their matches.
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“When you join a jiu jitsu family it's
more than being a part of a gym,” said
U.S. Marine Corps Lance Cpl. Arial
Fitzner, postal clerk with Headquarters
and Headquarters Squadron. “It becomes
a brother or sisterhood. Training and
competing with the locals brings us
closer together. We shed blood, sweat
and tears together, and we develop a
special bond that people who don't train
would not understand.”

http://www.mcasiwakuni.marines.
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1. U.S. Marines from Marine Corps Air Station Iwakuni watch
Japanese locals compete during the Duamau Tournament, a jiu
jitsu competition at the TK Training Center in Hiroshima, Japan,
Feb.5,2017.
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2. U.S. Marine Corps Lance Cpl. Keegan Cell, an air framer with
Marine Aviation Logistics Squadron (MALS) 12, right, gets his
hand raised after defeating his opponent during the Duamau
Tournament, a jiu jitsu competition at the TK Training Center in
Hiroshima, Japan, Feb. 5,2017.
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~ 3.U.S. Marine Corps Lance Cpl. Patrick Hinckley, an aircraft
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Jiu jitsu is a sport that teaches
competitors to respect their opponents
and build on the differences.
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“I've gained a lot of friends,” said
Martinez. “Some of the guys I've trained
with in Hiroshima happen to be part of
the Japanese Ground Self-Defense Force
and Japanese Maritime Self-Defense
Force. They've taught me a lot about the
culture and have been very hospitable
when inviting me to their homes for
family events.”
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maintenance mechanic with Marine Aviation Logistics Squadron
(MALS) 12, fights for a position during the Duamau Tournament,
a jiu jitsu competition at the TK Training Center in Hiroshima,
Japan, Feb. 5,2017.
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The Marines train hard to win and
be the best but keep an open mind in
applying jiu jitsu where they can.
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“Our mission is to teach life lessons,”
said Martinez. “In jiu jitsu you face
times where you are put in positions that
you have to fight through, which may
seem impossible. You find that if you
push hard enough you can get past it. In
life there are always obstacles stopping
us, and taking what you've learned
through jiu jitsu and applying it to life
can help you see past the struggles.”
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Origin:  Sacramento, California

Job: Motor Transport Operator
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Q1. Are you originally from California?

A1.lwas born in a Thailand refugee camp. The camp was called
Khao-I-Dang, but | am Cambodian and Chinese by blood. “When
| was about two or three, we were sponsored by Americans to
come over to the states.
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Q2. Does your mother support you in the Marine Corps?

A2. She was supportive the whole way through. She said if
that's what makes me happy and that’s what | want to do, she’'ll
support me regardless of how she feels. | was also 24 when |
joined, so she understands that I'm a grown man and | should be
able to make my own decisions.
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Q3. Please describe your job

A3. As a motor transport operator, we don't just drive the vehicles
that we are licensed on, we operate them. These vehicles are
equipped to do quite amazing things like, for example, they can
self-onload and offload a 20-foot ISO container, and they can
deploy IRB (Improved Ribbon Bridge), into the water. Myself

or anyone as a motor transport operator, has to understand

the capabilities and basically what these vehicles can do to be
proficient at it. There’s also convoys or combat logistic patrols, so
we have to be proficient at that.
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Q4. Do you have a difficult part and favorite part of your job?
A4. The most difficult part is all the planning that it takes to move
a squadron or battalion from one location to another, whether
it's for training or an actual deployment. There is a lot that goes
into the planning process and it is difficult because we have to
work with other sections to plan personnel and type of cargo
that we are moving. My favorite part is the actual operation of
these vehicles. | drive the LVSR-16 (Logistical Vehicle System
Replacement 16). It's a ten-wheeled vehicle and it has a fifth
wheel with a semi-trailer. That's the heavy-hauler so we haul all
the big equipment with it. It's the biggest vehicle that we have
and | just love driving it.
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Q5. What surprised you about Japan?

A5. The roads surprised me the most about Japan. How small they
were was incredible. | couldn’t believe it was meant for two cars.
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Q6. What do you like most about Japan?

A6. What | love most about Japan is the culture and lifestyle. It's
relaxing and beautiful. I have been to Miyajima Island and heard
it was the third most visited place in Japan. | found it amazing |
actually had the opportunity to go there.l love how the whole
community is so into the culture and everyone’s respect for it.
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Q1. Why did you join to the Marine Corps?

A1.It's something | wanted to do since | was four years old. | just
followed my heart and now that's where I'm at. My great-uncle is
a Gunnery Sergeant. | have a second cousin who was also in the
Marine Corps. My uncle was in the reserves and | got to see him
in uniform every once in a while. It was a physical representation
that made me think it was cool.
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Q2. Could you please describe your job in more detail?

A2.My job is to provide fire suppression for the air field. Our main
focus is to prevent loss of life and damage to property from fire
related incident and to support the JMSDF and base fire if they
need us. If one of our aircraft has an emergency, they support us.
If it was one of theirs, we'll support them.
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Q3. Do you have any difficult and favorite part of your job?
A3. My favorite part would be the community events we do.

We host a lot of events. We threw a Christmas party for the
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Origin: West Exeter, New York
Job:  Aircraft Rescue Firefighter

Tsuda Orphanage. One of the difficult parts in the job itself
would probably be the constant training because a lot of it is
just waiting for something to happen. You can't relax because
something can happen at any moment and you have to be ready
for it. | enjoy seeing Marines when they first get here. They're
really shy, but as they progress through; and they get more
confident; and they get more skills; and more licenses; you see
them transform from the student to the teacher.
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Q4. What do you love most about Japan?

A4. | absolutely love the culture of Japan. You have all these
castles around Japan. In the United States, you have all these

old places that you can walk around in and it’s not as important
to people in America. Here, everybody knows and everybody’s
involved with the history. Everyone knows about the Kintai
Bridge and Kintai Castle and the history behind it. Everyone is
involved in preserving it and teaching it to each other. | see field
trips everywhere. People take their history seriously. It's very
important to them.
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Q5. What surprised you about Japan?

A5. The willingness of people to help even though thereis a
language barrier. The Japanese will try their hardest to help me,
whether it's using hand signals to try and explain something or
finding someone else who speaks better English who can help
me with what | need. In America, people are more shut-off. They
aren't as open to talking to people they don’t know.
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Local farmers peel back cultural boundaries with station students

CASRL N
HTVIIVHINTT =~\LT ik
Story and photos by:

Lance Cpl. Gabriela Garcia-Herrera
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Yamaguchi Oshima Agriculture
Cooperative Association visited Matthew
C. Perry Elementary for the seventh
annual mikan presentation at Marine
Corps Air Station Iwakuni, Japan, Jan.
19, 2017.
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Local farmers presented the sweet, easy-
to-peel citrus fruit similar to American
mandarin oranges to students expanding
their experience of Japanese cultures.
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“We have 540 students,” said Larry
Wabhl, psychologist for M.C. Perry
Schools. “They'go home with mikans and
share their experience with their parents
helping grow the bond we have with the
Japanese.”
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Students prepared letters of appreciation
in English and Japanese to say ‘thank
you’ to the farmers. Some students made
personalized gift bags, and the host
nation class showed their gratitude by
holding up signs that read in Japanese,
English and Spanish, “Thank you for the
delicious mikans!”
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“Seeing the students’ reaction to the
mikan presentation is a great pleasure,”
said Motoki Yoshimura, leading

board of director and union president

at Yamaguchi Oshima Agriculture
Cooperative Association. “It’s nice to see
the excitement over our little fruit.”
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Yoshimura also said they bring mikans
to MCAS Iwakuni because Oshima
Island 1s in close proximity to the air
station, making it easy to share mikans
and great memories with the students.
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“It’s difficult for the Japanese to have
this American base in the middle of their
world,” said Wahl. “Events like this help
develop and strengthen our relationship
with Japan.”
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Matthew C. Perry Elementary School students hold up signs at the seventh annual mikan presentation at Marine CorpsAir Station

Iwakuni, Japan, Jan. 19, 2017. The host nation class's signs read “Thank you for the delicious mikans!” in Japanese, English and Sp:mish:"=




