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“Kintai” is the quarterly magazine issued by Marine
Corps Air Station Iwakuni, for the local Japanese in
Iwakuni City to help their understanding of MCAS
Iwakuni. This is authorized by the United States
Marine Corps, however, not always reflect the
official views or opinions of the U.S. government
or the U.S. Department of Defense. Please e-mail,

mail, or fax your opinions and questions to us.
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Ambassador Kennedy makes first visit to MCAS Iwakuni
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M.C. Perry students experience traditional Japanese school
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Japanese cultural exchange program performs at M.C. Perry
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U.S., Japan friendship is music to the ears
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Marines train with Hiroshima police
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Japanese service members enhance English skills with Marines
FEBXKER SOz E itz 557

USFJ commander visits Komatsu Air Base
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BT AD L > VB (ARER

Residents root for fun
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Ambassador Caroline Bouvier K dy, U.S.amb dor to Japan, speaks to Marines with Marine Aerial Refueler
Transport Squadron (VMGR) 152 at Marine Corps Air Station Iwakuni, Japan, Jan. 28, 2016. This is Ambassador Kennedy's
first official visit to MCAS Iwakuni. While at the squadron’s hangar, Kennedy viewed a KC-130J Super Hercules, gaining an
understanding on the multiple capabilities of the aircraft in the Pacific theater. Photo by Cpl. Nicole Zurbrugg
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Ambassador Caroline Bouvier Kennedy,
U.S. ambassador to Japan, made her
first official visit to Marine Corps Air
Station Iwakuni, Japan, Jan. 28, 2016.
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Kennedy visited to gain a better
understanding of MCAS Iwakuni’s
community and witness the ongoing
transformation of the air station through
the multitude of construction projects,
which costs more than a billion dollars

a year, driven by the Defense Policy
Review Initiative.
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Amb dor Caroline Bouvier K dy, U.S.amb

“Certainly, visiting Japan has given

me a real understanding of what we
have invested here — how strong and
important our alliance is,” said Kennedy.
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Kennedy first visited the air traffic
control tower for a bird’s eye view of
what approximately $3 million dollars a
day of construction looks like.
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Kennedy then visited Marines with
Marine Aerial Refueler Transport
Squadron (VMGR) 152. While at the
squadron’s hangar, Kennedy viewed

a KC-130dJ Super Hercules, gaining

an understanding on the multiple
capabilities of the aircraft in the Pacific
theater. She commended the Marines on
their efforts in supporting and fostering

better relations between Japan and the
U.s.
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dor to Japan, speaks to Marines with Marine Aerial Refueler
Transport Squadron (VMGR) 152 at Marine Corps Air Station lwakuni, Japan, Jan. 28, 2016. This is Ambassador Kennedy’s
first official visit to MCAS Iwakuni. While at the squadron’s hangar, Kennedy viewed a KC-130J Super Hercules, gaining an
understanding on the multiple capabilities of the aircraft in the Pacific theater. Photo by Cpl. Carlos Cruz Jr.
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“It’s nice to see a government official
come down — take time out of her day

— to come speak with the Marines and
tell us how important the mission that
we are doing is for the United States of
America,” said Gunnery Sgt. Michael
Forras, VMGR-152 squadron gunnery
sergeant.
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“The U.S.-Japan alliance is the
cornerstone of the future,” said Kennedy.
“T hope you all realize the choices you
are making and how proud of you the
embassy is to work with our colleagues
in the military on a daily basis. Thank
you all for your service.”
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Afterward, Kennedy visited Air Rescue
Squadron 71, Japan Maritime Self-
Defense Force.

http://www.mcasiwakuni.marines.
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Ambassador Caroline Bouvier K dy, U.S.amb dor to Japan, speaks to Marines with
Marine Aerial Refueler Transport Squadron (VMGR) 152 at Marine Corps Air Station Iwakuni,
Japan, Jan. 28, 2016. Photo by Cpl. Nathan Wicks
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Amb dor Caroline Bouvier K dy, U.S.amb dor to Japan, speaks to Marines with
Marine Aerial Refueler Transport Squadron (VMGR) 152 at Marine Corps Air Station lwakuni,
Japan, Jan. 28, 2016. Photo by Cpl. Nathan Wicks
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Amb dor Caroline Bouvier K dy, U.S.amb dor to Japan, receives a tour of the air
traffic control tower at Marine Corps Air Station Iwakuni, Japan, Jan. 28, 2016.

Photo by Cpl. Nathan Wicks
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Left: Ambassador Caroline Bouvier K dy, U.S.amb dor to
Japan, speaks with Col. Robert V. Boucher, commanding officer
of Marine Corps Air Station lwakuni, Japan, during her tour of
the air traffic control tower, Jan. 28, 2016.

Photo by Cpl. Nathan Wicks
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Local farmers present mikans to M.C. Perry
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Students and staff at the elementary
school attended the presentation. A
couple of students spoke and read poems
on stage to their peers and then recited
them in Japanese to the local farmers as
a sign of appreciation.
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“I like the mikans,” said Kenji Brunson,
a M.C. Perry fifth grader. “My favorite
part about them is their sweetness and
I was very happy to be a part of this
presentation.”
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Students from Matthew C. Perry Elementary School observe the 6th Annual Mikan Presentati
Iwakuni, Japan, Feb. 1, 2016.
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Yoshimura and the other farmers plan
to continue these presentations in

the future in hopes of building better
relations between the community and
the base.
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ative Association during the 6th Annu:
Mikan Presentation at ni Perry a e
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Students and staff from Matthew C. Perry Elementary School and members of the Iwakuni Agricultural and Societal
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Story and photos by:
Lance Cpl. Aaron Henson
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Matthew C. Perry Elementary
School hosted the 6th Annual Mikan
Presentation at the school’s gymnasium
at Marine Corps Air Station Iwakuni,
Japan, Feb. 1, 2016.
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The local Iwakuni Agricultural and
Societal Cooperative Associations
presented 20 boxes of mikans to M.C.
Perry Elementary School. Mikans

are orange citrus fruits that resemble
tangerines and are a symbol of Japan’s
agricultural export business. Various
farmers from Suo-Oshima Island

6

provided approximately 2,000 mikans to with Iwakuni residents. The students Cooperative Associations pose for a photo during the 6th Annual Mikan Presentation at Marine Corps Air Station Iwakuni,
Japan, Feb. 1, 2016.

the students and staff.
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“I am happy to be here because the
students appreciative for presentation,
and it was well received,” said Motoi
Yoshimura, leading board director

and union president at the Yamaguchi
Oshima Agricultural Cooperative
Association. “The farmers worked very
hard to produce the delicious mikans,
and I hope that everyone here in the
community remembers the mikans.”
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The event provided students and staff
the opportunity to strengthen their bond

offered their guests gifts to show their
gratitude.
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“This is a good opportunity for our
Japanese guests to come in and have the
chance to see the base, school and also

to share a little piece of what they do

for us,” said Larry Wahl, a psychologist
at the M.C. Perry School District.
“Opportunities like this are an important
part of building cultural friendship

and it’s very important that we're good
ambassadors to promote this friendship.”
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Story and photos by:
Cpl. Nicole Zurbrugg
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Matthew C. Perry Junior High School’s
seventh-grade class from Marine Corps
Air Station Iwakuni, Japan, visited
Takamori Midori Junior High School
in Kuga for a cultural exchange Feb. 2,
2016.
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Midori Junior High visits M.C. Perry
annually, but this year the air station’s
seventh-graders seized the opportunity
to experience a traditional Japanese
junior high school.
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Upon arrival, M.C. Perry students
traded their shoes for house slippers
and were introduced to a classroom of
Japanese students participating in the
English seminar exchange. Teachers
from Midori Junior High kicked off the
event with an introduction and warm up
activities designed to get the students
acquainted with their counterparts.
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“There are many unknowns in the
Japanese culture about the military
community and stereotypes they may
pick up from movies,” said Lorenzo
Brown, M.C. Perry Junior High School
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Matthew C. Perry Junior High School and Takamori Midori Junior High School students work together in a Japanese
mathematics class during a cultural exchange at Midori Junior High School in Kuga, Japan, Feb. 2, 2016. M.C. Perry students
integrated into various classes at Midori Junior High to experience the traditional J

M.C. Perry students experience traditional Japanese school
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classroom envir

principal. “Visits to our school and their
schools allow students to see each other
in a different light. Many realize we
are the same inside, we just speak a
different language.”
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The Japanese students and teachers
shared a glimpse of a normal school day
in Japanese calligraphy, science and
math classes.
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“The students were very excited to
welcome the American students into
our school,” said Yutaka Tsuda, a
mathematics teacher at Midori Junior
High. “Usually we visit their school,

so seeing the American’s reaction to

our uniforms, classrooms with very
little technology, and hearing us speak
English made them a little nervous.”
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Emmah Hillyer, M.C. Perry seventh-
grader, said she loved that besides the
language barrier, they are very similar.
She also liked that the students helped
serve lunch and didn’t eat until everyone
was served.
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Brown said he believes experiencing

other cultures allows the students

to grow and makes each one a richer

person.
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“Given the relative time period - where
the air station is growing - these

school cultural exchanges offer a great
opportunity for our host nation to get

to know us,” said Brown. “I believe

that publicity of these exchanges has
produced a curiosity in other Japanese
schools. Multiple schools have contacted
M.C. Perry regarding visits and
invitations.”
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Cultural events present an opportunity
that many students never get to

interact with their host nation and build
relationships that last a lifetime.
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Midori Junior High has been an
unwavering ally over the years, but
Brown said M.C. Perry will definitely
make the time and effort to invite and
visit other schools.

. " | - —
aﬂ!ﬁeacher‘a’t Takamori Midori Junior High School in Kuga, Japan, explains.a math problem to

http://www.mcasiwakuni.marines.
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fh-grader from Matthew C. Perry Junior High School, during a cultural exchange at Midori Junior High
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Japanese cultural exchange program performs at M.C. Perry
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Story and photos by:
Cpl. Nicole Zurbrugg
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Matthew C. Perry Elementary School
hosted the 6th annual Japanese Cultural
Exchange Program featuring the Shunan
International Children’s Club at Marine
Corps Air Station Iwakuni, Japan, Feb.
11, 2016.
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For the past several years on Feb. 11,
the children’s club takes the time to
perform at M.C. Perry despite it being a
Japanese holiday. In turn, the Japanese
invite M.C. Perry to Shunan City for the
Hinamatsuri festival. Approximately

90 children’s club students, staff, and
government officials attended the

10

,rfd'-—',_ = 2 -I"'T :_ e ¢

: ,.. i" -
3 I's
4 {ff ﬂﬂx

& -

- o

= il 2
cultural exchange.
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“We continue the program as we

believe it helps our future,” said
Mamoru Sasamura, director of Shunan
International Children’s Club. “Culture
is a universal thing to share. Music and
dancing represent each culture uniquely.
Our intent is to showcase and share
Japanese culture to American residents
in the neighboring community.”
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Eight-year-old Chinatsu Moriwaki

and Sae Matsumoto, students of
Fukugawa Elementary School, kicked
off the performance by singing the

“Star Spangled Banner” followed by

an opening speech from Noriko Ohgi,
principal of Shunan Municipal Kisan
Elementary School.
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Children from the Shunan International Children’s Club perform a
traditional Japanese dance during a cultural exchange at Matthew
C. Perry Elementary School at Marine Corps Air Station Iwakuni,
Japan, Feb. 11, 2016.
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“I’d like to say thank you to our
American hosts,” said Ohgi. “The
Japanese children were very excited

to meet and perform at the school. I

do hope today deepened our mutual
understanding and friendship.”
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Larry Wahl, psychologist at M.C. Perry,
said it is a thrill to have the Japanese
come to the air station.
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“My favorite part was the national
anthem performance,” said Wahl. “They
sang it just like the best American
patriots. Listening gave me goosebumps
realizing how hard they worked at it.”
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The crowd of elementary students went
wild as a demonstration of traditional
karate techniques and Japanese dance
followed the national anthem. A new
addition to this year’s program, a
marching band, executed their drill
effortlessly.
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“I think the Japanese children did a great
job because they have practiced so hard
for three to four months,” said Sasamura.
“The children worked so hard because they
wanted their American friends to enjoy our
culture and deepen their understanding
about it. The American children were very
sincere and friendly when enjoying our
performance. I do appreciate the positive
response to our visit.”
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The Japanese children presented

M.C. Perry students with a thousand
origami cranes, or senbazuru, as a gift
of appreciation for hosting the cultural
event. The children’s club started folding
the cranes during summer vacation of
last year. Traditionally, it is believed in
Japanese culture that if one folded 1,000
origami cranes, one’s wish would come
true. The crane has become a symbol of
hope and friendship.
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“These cultural events are so important
for our students,” said Wahl. “Even
though they live in Japan, they don’t
always get the opportunity to observe
and share in the culture we are
surrounded by.”

http://www.mcasiwakuni.marines.
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The Fukugawa Elementary School marching band performs at Matthew C. Perry Elementary School at Marine Corps Air Station
Iwakuni, Japan, during a cultural exchange Feb. 11, 2016.
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Eight-year-old Chinatsu Moriwaki and Sae Matsumoto, stud of Fukug El tary School, sing the “Star Spangled
Banner” during a cultural exchange at Matthew C. Perry Elementary School Feb. 11, 2016.
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A student with the Shunan International Children's Club performs basic karate during a cultural exchange at Matthew C. Perry
Elementary School at Marine Corps Air Station lwakuni, Japan, Feb. 11, 2016.
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U.S., Japan friendship is mu5|c t the ears
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Story and photos by:
Cpl. Nathan Wicks

20164E2/120H / Feb. 20, 2016
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Matthew C. Perry Elementary and High
School students played instruments and
sang songs in celebration of the U.S. and
Japan’s friendship in the 6th Annual
Friendship Concert alongside students of
the Iwakuni community at the Sinfonia
Iwakuni Concert Hall, Iwakuni City,
Japan, Feb. 20, 2016.
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Before the concert commenced, Takahiro
Sugawara, director general of Chugoku-
Shikoku Defense Bureau, Yoshihiko
Fukuda, mayor of Iwakuni City, and
Col. Robert V. Boucher, commanding
officer of Marine Corps Air Station
Iwakuni, thanked the audience for their
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Matthew C. Perry Elementary and High School students from Marine Corps Air Station Iwakuni, Japan, and Japanese
students within the surrounding area participated in the 6th Annual Friendship Concert at Sinfonia lwakuni Concert Hall,

Iwakuni City, Feb. 20, 2016.

attendance and the students for all their
hard work.
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Yoshitaka Takebayashi, spokesperson of
the Chugoku Shikoku Defense Bureau
said the concert aims to bring the air
station and community closer together
for a brighter future.
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“As the chief of CSDB said earlier today,
we have been hosting this concert since
2009 to help MCAS Iwakuni and the
surrounding neighbors get to know each
other better, and deepen the mutual
understanding of each other,” said
Takebayashi. “Through cultural exchange
events such as this concert, I think we
can have the perspective of a brightened
future between Japan and the U.S.”
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As elementary students from each school
took the stage, M.C. Perry Elementary
students sang “All You Need is Love” by
John Lennon and “Sakura Sakura,” a
traditional Japanese folk song.
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Following them, Hashirano Elementary
School played “Hibiki” on the taiko
drums and concluded with a collaborated
performance with M.C. Perry
Elementary and Migama Elementary.
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Waki Elementary’s band joined in

with their rendition of “Man of La
Mancha” by Mitch Leigh then teamed
with M.C. Perry Elementary for a joint
performance of “Kaze ni Naritai” by
Kazufumi Miyazawa.
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Moe Kawamura, Waki Elementary
School, 6th grader said she found the
experience both fun and educational.
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“I felt accomplished after I finished

my performance,” said Kawamura. “I
don’t get many opportunities to interact
with Americans so this was a very
enlightening experience. I'm glad I got to
be a part of this.”
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With the elementary schools’ show over,
the high schools took charge of the
concert with Otake Junior High School
playing “Can’t Take My Eyes Off of You,”
Kawashimo Junior High School with
“Little Mermaid,” and M.C. Perry High
School with “A City Called Heaven,” “You
Are Not Alone,” and “Anasanzi.”
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For the grand finale, all the schools took

the stage and sang “Circle of life” by
Elton John.
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Petty Officer 1st Class Robert Foster, an
aircrew survival equipmentman, said he
was very proud of his child and all the
other children who worked so hard to
put together this show.
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“I think these kids did outstanding,” said
Foster. “They sound much better than I
had expected. I think it’s important for
our young ones to come together and
celebrate the music of different countries.
I can’t wait to come again next year.”

http://www.mcasiwakuni.marines.
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Above: Students of a local school at lwakuni City, Japan,
orchestrate a performance during the 6th Annual
Friendship Concert at Sinfonia Iwakuni, Japan, Feb. 20,
2016.
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Middle: Students from Matthew C. Perry High School
Marine Corps Air Station Iwakuni sing “A City Called
Heaven,” during the 6th Annual Friendship Concert at
Sinfonia Iwakuni, Japan, Feb. 20, 2016.
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Left: El y school stud from the local community
and Matthew C. Perry Elementary School at Marine Corps
Air Station Iwakuni play a joint performance during the
6th Annual Friendship Concert at Sinfonia Iwakuni, Japan,
Feb. 20, 2016.
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Marines train with Hiroshima police
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Story and photos by:
Lance Cpl. Aaron Henson

20164E2/117H / Feb. 17, 2016
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Marines from the provost marshal’s
office K-9 unit trained with the
Hiroshima Prefectural Police
Headquarters policemen at Marine
Corps Air Station Iwakuni, Japan, Feb.
17, 2016.
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Military working dogs are trained in

a variety of areas such as locating
explosives or narcotics and conducting
patrol work. Handlers and their dogs
train regularly in order to maintain
operational readiness, become a more
effective team and ensure the safety of
the station residents.
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“We conducted this joint training

with the Hiroshima dog handlers and
gave them access to our explosives in
order to teach their dogs how to detect
explosives,” said Lance Cpl. Landon
Gilliam, provost marshal’s office military
working dog handler with Headquarters
and Headquarters Squadron. “To
prepare them, we train them up using
scent boxes.”

BRI OO IEN SRS 120, S
RERLADDWFizfli->TilliEh s,
BH2HDOHD—DIHEFEME AT
IR IR 712G RAERRYZ
TEBLIICT 5B,

K-9’s are trained on scent boxes in order
to get accustomed with the different
scents of various explosives. An explosive
material is placed inside one of multiple
boxes in order to familiarize the K-9’s
with the scent so they can later detect
these dangerous materials.
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This training is beneficial to the
Hiroshima police headquarters for
special events and is valuable for
investigations. The training Marines
provided to the officers allows them and
their K-9’s to locate explosives and then
search for hidden explosives.

[N O HME, F4EbfEE NS
THRE MR (G LG TO M2
BE 2020400 Y I TOR AR
LIEBRIRRI DT T, LAk T DI, LK
g O Rl Lo T4 L R
filio MEER T2 T DRE ) 21 |
IRB0. R NA T
TVEY,

“The purpose of this police dog training
is for security purposes and explosives
search at the upcoming G7 Foreign
Ministers’ meeting in Hiroshima and
the 2020 Tokyo Olympic Games,” said

Lt. Muneyuki Hirao, a police dog trainer
at the Hiroshima Prefectural Police
Headquarters. “The location and types
of training are changed each time to
broaden the capabilities of the dogs as
well as the handlers.”
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According to Lance Cpl. Colton Corsetti,

provost marshal’s office military working

dog handler with H&HS, conducting
bilateral training helps maintain
situational readiness and build better
relations between the U.S. and Japan.
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“When you take two types of handlers,
especially from different ethnicities,
backgrounds, styles of training, and you
put them together, a lot can be learned
and shared so that everyone can walk
away from the experience being better
handlers,” said Corsetti. “Whenever
two different organizations or groups
come together for one common purpose
or goal, they can see the similarities
between each other and build stronger
relationships.
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The officers from the Hiroshima
headquarters expressed they would like
to continue training their police dogs to
detect different types of explosives.
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“I was very interested in the intramural
training because there are no facilities
like this provided by the Hiroshima
Prefectural Police,” said Hirao. “I hope
to continue joint training and to further
train our dogs allowing a deeper bond
between the U.S. and Japan.”

http://www.mcasiwakuni.marines.
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~  Above: Lance Cpl. Landon Gilliam, provost marshal’s office
military working dog handler with Headquarters and
Headquarters Squadron, demonstrates the use of scent
boxes to the officers from the Hiroshima Prefectural Police
Headquarters during a joint training exercise at Marine
Corps Air Station Iwakuni, Japan, Feb. 17, 2016.
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Middle: Lt. Muneyuki Hirao, a police dog trainer at
Hiroshima Prefectural Police Headquarters, and his

K-9 search for hidden explosives during a joint training
exercise at Marine Corps Air Station Iwakuni, Japan, Feb.
17,2016.
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| Left: A police officer from the Hiroshima Prefectural Police
| Headquarters trains his K-9 on scent boxes during a joint

| training exercise with the provost marshal’s office K-9 unit
. at Marine Corps Air Station Iwakuni, Japan, Feb. 17, 2016.
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Story and photos by:
Sgt. Antonio J. Rubio

20164E3/15H / March 15, 2016
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Soldiers with the Japan Ground
Self-Defense Force’s 13th Brigade
Headquarters on Camp Kaitaichi,
Hiroshima, Japan, participated in a
three-day English seminar held at
Marine Corps Air Station Iwakuni,
Japan, March 15-17, 2016.
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The seminar is held annually by

the station Public Affairs Office to

help improve upon the JGSDF’s
understanding and use of the English
language prior to their deployment in
support of exercises in both the United
States and Japan.
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Defense Force interpreter trainees
~ group photo with KCJ-130 Super Hercules with Marine
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“I believe this seminar is very important
because these days I've seen an increase
in media coverage of the Japan Self-
Defense Force working together with
Marines,” said Hiromi Kawamoto-san,
community relations specialist with
PAO. “A real-world example would be
exercise Iron Fist out of San Diego,
Calif., where the JGSDF is trying to
grasp the concept of Marine Corps
amphibious landing assault capabilities.
This is just one way JGSDF is increasing
their interoperability with the U.S.
Marine Corps and their language skills
are the foundation to build such a
partnership.”
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Trainees took their English instructors
off base to the Kintai area to provide a
historical tour while enhancing their
language abilities. This helped the
JGSDF to better interpret between the
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instructors, and h_eir Marine English instructors pose for a
erial Refueler Transport Squadron_(VMGR) 152 during the Public
Affairs Office’s annual English seminar on Marine Corps Air Station Iwakuni, Japan, March 16, 2016.

languages. The challenge was to find
a direct, or best, translation for the
various subjects.
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“Some things have two meanings, so
you have to make sure you're clearly
getting your message across to avoid
any confusion that could hinder the
mission at hand,” said Gunnery Sgt.
Scott Brenner, airframes division chief
with Marine Fighter Attack Squadron
314. “It was my first tour given to me by
the Japanese Defense Force. Knowing
is doing, so they practiced what they
intend to do while imbedded with
various Marine Corps units.”
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JGSDF 1st Lt. Masahiro Yamasaki,
maintenance officer with the 13th
Aviation Unit, 13th Brigade, said the
Japanese don’t fully understand English
translation, but it’s his job to make it
easier for units and commanders. He
attributes this seminar to helping him
understand English on a deeper level by
actually working with Marines.
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“I experienced speaking English with
Marines for the first time, and it was
very meaningful to me,” said Yamasaki.
“I sometimes do joint training with U.S.
forces, so I have to translate between
both forces’ coordinators. Marines are
kind, but tough, so am I looking forward
to continue training with them.”
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“Because I'm Japanese, I know what

the students wanted — an abundance of
English translation,” said Kawamoto-san.
“You can build an English vocabulary on
your own, read texts books, or memorize
all the words. Although, listening to
natural conversation and the speed that
the Marines speak gives them a better
understanding because they have no idea
how their next interpretation will be.”
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Many conversations took place, most of
which did not have a transcript. This
forced the interpreters to gather their
thoughts and find the most appropriate
way to translate the messages correctly.
Kawamoto-san, having more than 10
years of experience translating for both
internal and external media entities

for the air station, said building an
understanding of not only the language
but the culture of U.S. forces is just as
important to provide a more accurate
translation.
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Japan Gl'ound Self-Defense Force Sgt. Toshinari Aranami, interpreter trainee, translates

for Lance Cpl. Taylor Healy, left, an ordnanceman with Marine Aerial Refueler Transport
Squadron (VMGR) 152, as he gives Marine Corps Air Station |
. brief during the Public Affairs Office’s annual English seminar on Marine Corps Air Station
Iwakuni, Japan, March 16, 2016.
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At the end of the seminar, trainees
commended the Marines in their
language assistance and made
recommendations for next year’s course.
But learning occurred for both services
and valuable life skills were built as a
team, according to Brenner.
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“This is a good dress rehearsal because
their interpreters won’t be with them
come game-day, and they’ll be relying on
themselves to do it,” said Brenner. “With
practice and getting a little further away
from the barn, they’ll get good at it. I
really enjoyed my time with the crew,
and I hope to do it again.”
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_Defense Force Gen. Kenichiro Nagumo, 6th Air Wing commanding general,
Force Lt. Gen. John L. Dolan, commander of U.S. Forces Japan and 5th Air
iagram during a visit to Komatsu Air Base, Japan, March 9, 2016. 1
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USFJ commander visits Komatsu Air Base
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Story and photos by:
Cpl. Nicole Zurbrugg

20164:3H9H / March 9, 2016
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U.S. Air Force Lt. Gen. John L. Dolan,
commander of U.S. Forces Japan and 5th
Air Force, headquartered at Yokota Air
Base, visited Komatsu Air Base, Japan,
during the Komatsu Aviation Training
Relocation exercise March 9, 2016.
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Since taking his post as commander of
USFdJ, Dolan has worked to improve the
bilateral security alliance through the
Aviation Training Relocation program.
The ATR program has three main

goals: to increase operational readiness,
improve interoperability, and reduce
local noise impacts. These goals are
achieved by dispersing unilateral jet
fighter training of U.S. forces based

in Misawa Air Base, Marine Corps Air
Station Iwakuni, and Kadena Air Base
to six Japan Air Self-Defense Force bases
on mainland Japan.
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"The purpose of the ATR program is

to provide some relief to our Japanese
neighbors from the noise generated

by our aircraft operations at bases
throughout the mainland and Okinawa,”
said Dolan. “A secondary benefit is the
opportunity for our aircrews to train
with their Japanese counterparts, which
enhances readiness and interoperability."
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The majority of these ATR events
relocated from Okinawa, mitigating
noise impacts on the local community
while still meeting required training
objectives and upholding alliance
obligations.
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Maj. Gen. Kenichiro Nagumo, 6th Air
Wing commanding general, and the
JASDF Honor Guard greeted Dolan on
the Komatsu flightline upon arrival.
Dolan toured the base, conversed with
members of visiting units Marine Fighter
Attack Squadron (VMFA) 314 and
Marine Aviation Logistics Squadron 12
from MCAS Iwakuni, and discussed the
ATR plans with U.S. and Japanese pilots.
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Right: Japan Air Self-Defense Force personnel and U.S. Marine

Corps pilots with Marine Fighter Attack Squadron (VMFA) 314
pose with Lt. Gen. John L. Dolan, commander of U.S. Forces
Japan and 5th Air Force, during a visit to Komatsu Air Base,
Japan, March 9, 2016.
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“It’s a huge statement for a three star
general to visit Komatsu Air Base,”
said Lt. Col. Gregory A. McGuire,
commanding officer of VMFA-314. “Lt.
Gen. Dolan and his staff work hard

to bring our two services [U.S. and
Japanese] together. I think this visit
solidified for him the reality of how
useful and important the ATR program
really is for both the U.S. and Japan
defense.”
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Bilateral engagements like the Komatsu
ATR enable the U.S and Japanese forces
to further understand each other’s
capabilities and tactics. The program
offers exceptional opportunities for
Marine Corps aviation and the JASDF
to mature their interoperability, while
solidifying the stability and strength of
an already incredible alliance with the
host nation.
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“Just look at us here in the planning
room,” said McGuire. “We have Japanese
and American pilots sitting around the
same table talking over the next day’s
events. You can’t find that anywhere
else. I believe having the commander
and Japanese leadership observe this
level of bonding today will pave the way
for a greater magnitude of bilateral
training in the future.”

http://www.mcasiwakuni.marines.

k3R MRRZERMEML . EAXRERUE 5 EER
REDIVIY/ - F-SUREEPRHMEZARGBRBLRIEERDL
T3,

Left: Lt. Gen. John L. Dolan, commander of U.S. Forces Japan
and 5th Air Force, greets Jap Air Self-Def Force
members during a visit to Komatsu Air Base, Japan, March
9,2016.
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Dolan emphasized the importance of

bilateral training for both American and
Japanese forces during a gift exchange
with Nagumo. This international
relationship is essential to security in
the Pacific region.
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"We are extremely grateful to the people
of Japan for their vital contributions to
the alliance, which is the cornerstone of
peace and stability in Asia,” said Dolan.
“We are committed to maintaining good
relations with our local communities on
the mainland and in Okinawa and we
continue to be cognizant of the impact of
the U.S. military presence in Japan."
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Community benefits from Operation Kibagata
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Story and photos by:
Cpl. Nicole Zurbrugg

20164E:3H9H / March 9, 2016
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Members of Marine Fighter Attack
Squadron 314, forward based to Marine
Corps Air Station Iwakuni; Marine
Aviation Logistics Squadron 12; Marine
Aircraft Group 12 and Japan Air Self-
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e Defense Force participated in Operation

Kibagata in Komatsu, Japan, during the
Komatsu Aviation Training Relocation
exercise at Komatsu Air Base, March 12,
2016.
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Operation Kibagata brought
approximately 90 U.S. and Japanese
service members and their families
together to clean Kibagata Park.
Kibagata Park has a significant
importance to the community of
Komatsu. It is the only park in Ishikawa
Prefecture that contains untouched
natural surroundings and views of the
famous Mt. Hakusan.
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“The turnout was fantastic,” said Lt.
Cmdr. Philip Park, MAG-12 command
chaplain. “It was probably the best I
have ever seen. Operation Kibagata was
a success and made a positive impact

on both the Marines and JASDF. There
is nothing better than the feeling of
working side-by-side with our host
nation.”
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Breaking off into groups of two or three
and then pairing up with a group from
JASDF, the teams scattered across the
vast park to clean. Combining the U.S.
and Japanese members presented a
great opportunity for interaction. Many
of the JASDF members spoke some
English and were eager to converse with
the Marines, curious about hobbies and
what the Americans thought of Japan.
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“During the day we’re concentrating

on work so we don’t get the personal
interaction,” said Lt. Col. Gregory A.
McGuire, commanding officer of Marine
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Fighter Attack Squadron 314. “Coming
out to help the local community clean
up the park and getting to know our
Japanese counterparts a little better is a
great way to do that.”
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While helping clean up the local
community and interacting with their
Japanese counterparts, the Marines also
enjoyed the local culture, rich history
and breathtaking views.
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http://www.mcasiwakuni.marines.

“The Komatsu community really
appreciates the Marines and JASDF
sparing the time to participate in this
event,” said Yoji Kuze, Deputy Director
of Base Affairs, Planning Department of
Kinki-Chubu Defense Bureau. “The park
we cleaned is a very significant park

in Komatsu. This community relations
event was very important in maintaining
our [U.S.-Japan] relationship. We don’t
have many opportunities to work closely
together here, so it is vital that we take
advantage of every chance we get.”
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Community relations events not only
lend a hand to the local community, they
are an important aspect of strengthening
one of the world’s strongest alliances in
order to maintain peace and stability in
the region.
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Members of Marine Fighter Attack Squadron (VMFA) 314, forward based at Marine Corps Air Station Iwakuni, Japan; Marine Aviati

d

Logistics Sq 12; Marine Aircraft Group 12 and

Japan Air Self-Defense Force pose for a picture with a banner that states U.S. - Japan Operation Kibagata, after successfully cleaning Kibagata Park in Komatsu, Japan, March 12, 2016. The

_together to clean up the local park.

Marines and JASDF are all participating in the Komatsu Aviation Training Relocation exercise at Komatsu Air Base. This community relations event brought approximately 90 service members
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Q1. Why did you join the U.S. Marine Corps?

A1.lwanted to join the best of the best, so | joined the Marine
Corps. The only struggle | had joining the Marine Corps was my
ability to commit to it.
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Q2. Please describe your job in detail.

A2.0n a daily basis, we receive two shipments from JR and ANA.
We then distribute all the mail based on who it's for and slide it
into their PO boxes. We check all the incoming and outgoing mail
before we distribute it.
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Q3. What are the difficult parts of your job?

A3. Registered mail is the most difficult because it's very secure.
Every time someone touches it, they have to fill out paperwork
and we need a security clearance to even handle it. Another
difficult part is finance. We have to look at the customs form to
make sure no one is sending out anything they aren’t allowed

to send. If it gets past us to customs they have an x-ray machine,
so they're able to see if someone’s sending something they
shouldn't be.

Q4. BEAMRITEICS EDDIBFRIIHVETH?
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Job: Postal Clerk, Post Office
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Q4. Where in the U.S. or in your hometown would you
recommend Japanese tourists visit?

A4.1would ask them what they like as far as weather. If they
want hot, warm weather, I'd send them to the West Coast for
California. California is very beachy. If they're not into that I'd
send them to Texas. But if they want to experience the seasons,
I'd send them to Chicago.
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Q5. What do you love most about Japan? Do you have a
favorite Japanese food or place to visit?

A5. My favorite thing about Japan is the culture and food.
Everyone is very friendly and the food is great. My favorite
Japanese food is Yakiniku. Ramen is also great. I've started eating
rice with everything too. Always with soy sauce.
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Q6. What is your favorite American food or something your
mother used to make for you?

A6. My favorite American food is fried chicken. My favorite
restaurant is this BBQ place called Big Daddy’s BBQ. They fry the
chicken then smother it in BBQ sauce.
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Q7. What do you hope to experience in Japan?

A7.Before | leave, | want to explore the area by myself. | want to
get lost and just experience everything for myself. | want to go
north and just find a beautiful place and enjoy myself.
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Q1. Why did you join the U.S. Marine Corps?

A1.0One reason is because it is the toughest branch, as everybody
says. Another is because | have a personal connection with a
friend, and he is the one who helped me with the process. The
recruiter was also a likable person it was easy for me to connect
with him.
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Q2. Please describe your job and what you do on a daily basis.
A2. As an administrative clerk, you handle all documents for your
unit or squadron. | work for the command deck, meaning | liaison
with the commanding officer and sergeant major to ensure
everything they need is taken care of - any paperwork they need
to get, whether that be awards, legal documents, etc.
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Q3. What are the most difficult and most enjoyable parts of
your job?

A3. Orders and manuals are always changing. Keeping up with
those updates is a difficult task that we have to tackle. My favorite
part of my job is being able to help Marines. When Marines

tell me, “Thank you. You helped me so much today,” that is
satisfaction to me.
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Q4. Where in the U.S. or in your hometown would you
recommend Japanese tourists visit?

A4.We have great beaches like Venice and Malibu beach which
are amazing. We are also very famous for the Dodgers. We have
Los Angeles Zoo and Griffith Observatory, where you go to see
the stars and satellites.
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Q5. What surprised you most about living in Japan?

A5. When | got here, there were a lot of restrictions | wasn’t

use to. It was tough at first to get used to the new rules and

the change in the weather. The culture was a shock - especially
the language barrier. But the longer I've been here, the more

| found I love it here because the Japanese culture is amazing.
The sights are beautiful and the people are nice and take care of
the community. As soon as | started settling here, | noticed that -
especially on base.
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Q6. What else would you like to say?

A6. Thank you for letting us live in your beautiful country, and we
will be welcoming you when you come to California. g
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Re5|dents root for fun
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Story and photos by:
Lance Cpl. Aaron Henson
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Residents from Marine Corps Air Station
Iwakuni participated in lotus root
digging during a cultural adaptation
program at Yamaguchi’s Agricultural,
Forestry, Fisheries, and Stockbreeding in
Iwakuni City, Japan, Feb. 10, 2016.
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Iwakuni is a lotus root producer,
exporting the product worldwide.
Japanese workers provided participants
information on the lotus root, including
the various nutritional and health
benefits such as vitamin C; dietary fiber;
iron; potassium; calcium; prevention of
colds, cancer and other diseases; and
lowering high blood pressure.
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= Mandie Woods, left, and April Rosales, residents from Marine Corps Air Station Iwakuni dig lotus roots during a cultural
adaptation program at Yamaguchi s Agricultural, Forestry, Fisheries, and Stockbreeding in Iwakuni City, Japan, Feb. 10, 2016.
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“I didn’t know anything about the lotus
root, so everything we learned today was
new,” said Darlene Templin, a station
resident. “I wanted to see what the lotus
root was, what it tasted like and how to
harvest it. My favorite part is how the
Japanese always cook stuff, so you can
see how to prepare new foods.”
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Lotus roots, also known as renkon, are
vegetables and are considered a food of
good omen. It is said that the roots bring
you positive future prospects due to the
unobstructed view through their holes.
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“The roots are very healthy vegetables
and are an Iwakuni specialty product,”
said Mikie Watanabe, cultural
adaptation specialist at the cultural
adaptation program. “You can cook

the root to have any taste. Also, some
residents have never seen a lotus root,
so it’s good to introduce new things and
show them how to cook new foods.”
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After learning about lotus roots,
residents along with other Japanese
nationals took to the fields to dig roots
and were offered the opportunity to take
home their own.
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“This is a very rare event,” said Hiroshi
Tanaka, economic affairs department
chief and farming and sales sections
chief at Japan Agricultural Cooperatives
Iwakuni Branch. “We would like to
continue this event and have more
Americans come and join us.”



