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MCAS Iwakuni residents get nutty with Japanese locals
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Station residents volunteer for Special Olympics Hiroshima
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National Honor Society members give back to community
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Motorcycle riders kick off toy drive
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Americans, Japanese breach language barriers
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Technicalities of Tea
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Marines, Japanese soldiers bridge gaps while training

EEEMBEICA V21— B

ZA4H- v MER QU7 -RET LAV EER
Interview with service members:

Cpl. Laiga Hitt & Lance Cpl. Lilia Poncedeleon
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Marines bear samurai armor, partake in historical tradition
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Story and photos by:
Cpl. Nicole Zurbrugg
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Government of Japan and Marine Corps
Air Station Iwakuni officials gathered
for the ground breaking ceremony of
Atagoyama Baseball Field in Iwakuni
City, Japan, Oct. 15, 2015.
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The Government of Japan purchased
Atagoyama in March of 2012 in support of
the Iwakuni Runway Relocation Project.
The site provided the dirt and sand used
to construct Iwakuni’s new runway.
Atagoyama Baseball Field is a thank you
to the city for their understanding and
cooperation in the continuing support of
the presence and operations of the U.S.
military installation.
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“The facility at Atagoyama is designed
for the shared use with local citizens,”
said Yoshihiko Fukuda, mayor of
Iwakuni City. “This baseball field

meets the standards to host the official
games of Japan High School baseball
tournament.”
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Fukuda also said it’s a dream of Iwakuni
citizens to have such a facility that
allows the community to come together
and enjoy games. The ceremony not

only represented the construction of the
baseball field, but future relationships
with the U.S. and a model for
international relations.
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“The U.S. base has earned a wonderful
relationship with the local community
for years and has been a good neighbor
in the shared community of Iwakuni,”
said Motonari Hatahara, a chairman for
the Yamaguchi Prefectural Assembly.

“I hope the new facility is a symbol of
continuing U.S. - Japan relations.”
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A first pitch demonstrated the special
bond between Iwakuni City and the air
station. Mayor Fukuda pitched a signed
baseball to Col. Robert V. Boucher,
commanding officer of Marine Corps Air
Station Iwakuni.
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“All the progress we see here should

be credited to the continuing efforts

by Chugoku Shikoku Defense Bureau
Director General and the support

of Colonel Boucher who extends
extraordinary consideration in favor

of the U.S. - Japan friendship, and

to officials working in Defense Policy
Renew Initiative,” said Fukuda.
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Toshiyuki Kuwahara, chairman of lwakuni City Assembly, Col. Robert V. Boucher, commanding officer of Marine Corps Air Station Iwakuni,

Yoshihiko Fukuda, mayor of Iwakuni City, and Takahiro Sugawara, director general of Chugoku-Shikoku Def

Bureau, pose for a picture

after the first pitch at the ground breaking ceremony of Atagoyama Baseball Field in Iwakuni City, Japan, Oct. 15, 2015. Atagoyama provided

the dirt and sand used in constructing a new runway on MCAS Iwakuni.
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DPRI provides direction for the planning
and execution of military buildouts
across the Pacific Region. Brian Wottowa,
director of DPRI, said this project is a
great example of the positive relationship
the U.S. forces have in Iwakuni.
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“Looking at the awesome friendship
displayed at the ceremony, the people
smiling, exchanging information, it
really is a textbook example of what

an alliance should be,” said Wottowa.
“We are very proud to be a part of this
transformation here and the developing
bonds with the host nation that will pay
dividends well into the future.”
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Atagoyama Baseball Field is scheduled
to be completed in Japanese fiscal year
2017.
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Japanese dignitaries and Marine Corps Air Station lwakuni officials attend the Atagoyama Baseball Field ground breaking
ceremony in Iwakuni City, Japan, Oct. 15, 2015. The ceremony represented the transformation of the Atagoyama site into a
joint use sports facility and the future relationship with the U.S. as a model for international relations.
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Japanese dignitaries break the dirt at the Atagoyama Baseball Field ground breaking cer yinl
15, 2015.
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6th Joint Leadership Walk connects Japanese community, station residents

members enjoying the city.
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..'* { Thomason and Fukuda both said

' f that when local citizens and service
members observe their leaders walking
the streets, it sends a message of
engagement.
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“I believe my action conveyed a message
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Lt. Col. Gary Thomason, executive officer of Marine Corps Air Station

i,Yoshihiko Fukuda, mayor of Iwakuni City and other city officials
participated in the 6th Joint Leadership Walk in Iwakuni City, Japan, Dec. 4, 2015.

to many people in the community that
we are the ones responsible to keep our
community safe,” said Fukuda. “We
are the ones responsible for developing
a safe community with no worries or
concerns.”
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Station and city officials plan to continue
these leadership walks to demonstrate
their commitment, friendship and unity
to one another.
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Lt. Col. Gary Thomason, executive officer of Marine Corps Air Station Iwakuni and Iwakuni City officials
with local Jap citizens during the 6th Joint Leadership Walk in Iwakuni City, Japan, Dec. 4, 2015. ‘

2015512848, SEHATRBE B ER D - REXF/ N FO—IVISBMLERS Y 74T D—
ALEFERDT. GERBRFE RO — bV Rk,

Lt. Col. Gary Thomason, executive officer of Marine Corps Air Station Iwakuni, shakes a local
volunteer’s hand after the 6th Joint Leadership Walk in Iwakuni City, Japan, Dec. 4, 2015.
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Story and photos by:
Cpl. Nicole Zurbrugg
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Lt. Col. Gary Thomason, executive officer
of Marine Corps Air Station Iwakuni,
Yoshihiko Fukuda, mayor of Iwakuni
City, and other Japanese government
officials participated in the 6th Joint
Leadership Walk through the streets of
Iwakuni, Japan, Dec. 4, 2015.
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The Joint Leadership Walk represents
the unique relationship between

the air station and Iwakuni City. It
began in 2009 as a biannual event

that discontinued after the United
States Forces Japan and III Marine
Expeditionary Force liberty policy
change in 2011 which restricted alcohol
consumption off base and implemented a
night curfew.
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Iwakuni City officials invited station
leadership to participate in the walk to
help mitigate possible increased concerns
in the local community regarding recent

liberty changes.
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“Participating in the walk demonstrates
our commitment to being good
ambassadors and neighbors,” said
Thomason. “It also demonstrates the
unity of effort between Japanese and
U.S. leadership designed to ensure
safety and security for all.”
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City and station officials led participants
through the streets of Iwakuni and
engaged the local citizens and service
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Yoshihiko Fukuda, mayor of Iwakuni, Lt. Col. Gary Thomason,
executive officer of Marine Corps Air Station Iwakuni, and other
city officials conduct the Sixth Joint Leadership Walk in Iwakuni
City, Japan, Dec. 4, 2015.
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On behalf of the recipients, Sakae Hamada, right, translator with criminal investigation at the Provost Marshal’s
Office, addresses Takahiro Sugawara, Director General, Chugoku-Shikoku Defense Bureau and Col. Robert V. Boucher,
commanding officer of Marine Corps Air Station lwakuni, Japan, at the Club Iwakuni ballroom Oct. 22, 2015.
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“I appreciate all Americans stationed here
in Iwakuni protecting our country,” said
Hamada. “This award ceremony is very
meaningful for us. It will encourage and
help us continue to use our knowledge
and experiences cultivated over the years
of performing our duties.”

http://www.mcasiwakuni.marines.
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Station and the Jap gover officials recognized J civilians
during a Length of Service Award Ceremony at the Club Iwakuni ballroom for their
work and dedication at Marine Corps Air Station Iwakuni, Japan, Oct. 22, 2015.
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Length of Service Award Ceremony recognizes Japanese civilians
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Story and photos by:
Lance Cpl. Aaron Henson

2015%E10H22H / Oct. 22, 2015
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Station and city officials recognized
Japanese civilians during a ceremony
at the Club Iwakuni ballroom for their
years of dedicated service working at
Marine Corps Air Station Iwakuni,
Japan, Oct. 22, 2015.
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The Length of Service Award Ceremony
acknowledges the devotion and passion
of Japanese civilians that have worked
on the air station for at least 10 years.
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“The success of any organization
depends largely on its people and the air
station has enjoyed many successes over
the years,” said Col. Robert V. Boucher,
commanding officer of MCAS Iwakuni.
“Regardless of where you work, you are a
part of this team and none of this would
be possible without your professionalism,
dedication and loyalty.”
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Japanese civilians continuously
contribute to building and maintaining
trust between the U.S. and Japan by
giving extra effort in their duties that
help the air station operate smoothly.
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“Working on base gave us a good
opportunity to work as a team,” said

Taeko Yokoyama, an administrative
specialist for Armed Forces Network
Iwakuni. “We feel the respect, dignity
and honor through these ceremonies.”

FHEOEATH I LIZAANPEERIC
KU, Z D% )IRFHITHTT B EHkIic DV T
T BTz,

Officials expressed their appreciation
toward the attendees for their efforts
and contributions to the air station.
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“It is important for us all to dedicate
ourselves to enhance the capability

of our roles,” said Sakae Hamada, an
interpreter and translator for Criminal

Investigation at the Provost Marshal’s
Office.
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Showing appreciation helps motivate the
Japanese locals to keep giving their best
effort and maintain a good relationship.
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The Japanese awardees with 30 years length of service.

Photo by Cpl. Justin A. Fisher

HE0FENREERIIT-ARARRREDE A,

BHE DY 7> T2 —1hR

The Japanese awardees with 20 years length of service.

Photo by Cpl. Justin A. Fisher

HR10FEOREERIIT-ATARREDE A,
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The Japanese awardees with 10 years length of service.

Photo by Cpl. Justin A. Fisher
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Story and photos by:

Cpl. Jessica Quezada

20154:10H22H / Oct. 22, 2015
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Residents of Marine Corps Air Station
Iwakuni discovered a prickly treat
with Japanese locals during a chestnut
picking trip in Ganne Miwa-cho,
Iwakuni City, Japan, Oct. 22, 2015.
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Coordinated by the station’s cultural
adaption program, this event connected
service members and their families to
their Iwakuni neighbors during a visit to
Ganne Shirataki Park.
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Residents from Marine Corps Air Station lwakuni pick “Ganne-guri,” an indigi
during a chestnut picking trip in Ganne Miwa-cho, Iwakuni City, Japan, Oct. 22, 2015. As the largest member

h

P

- of the chestnut family, Ganne-guri grows seasonally from early October to late November. ‘

The trip sprouted with an opening
ceremony to introduce “Ganne-guri,”
the indigenous Japanese chestnuts, and
how the prickly-shelled delicacies are to
be picked from trees if not broken from
their husks.
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“It was a very unique experience,” said
Chief Warrant Officer Vivian Boone,
officer in charge of Installation Personnel
Administration Center, information
management branch. “This is my

first time doing this and it was pretty
awesome. Anything you do as a group
definitely builds comradery and helps
you get outside your daily functions

just to mix your life up and experience
different things about Japan.”
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The Japan Agricultural Cooperatives’
Yamaguchi East (JA Yamaguchi East) in
Iwakuni City hosted the trip for station
residents and locals to experience the
chestnut picking process from beginning
to end.
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“The Ganne-guri is the very important
to this city,” said Tatsuo Fujiki, an
Economic Department Instruction

Sale Section representative. “We have
history of over 800 years with this type
of chestnut and ... this experience is a
good opportunity for the Japanese and
American people to get together.”

BE I REROCO%, TR TR, T
P A (RRE ST U TR AU W E QYA v A
STz,

During the trip, chestnut-pickers

later filled their bellies at a cooking
demonstration on how to make
“kurigohan,” chestnut rice, boiled
chestnuts and chestnut chips.
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“My favorite part was tasting the
different chestnut dishes,” said Boone.
“All of my experiences with the Japanese
have been wonderful and ... if Marines
just sit around, not really experiencing
the culture, they’re going to hate
anywhere they go. I also hope the locals
feel welcomed by our presence and us
trying to get to learn their culture.”
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According to Mikie Watanabe, cultural
adaption program specialist, the JA
Yamaguchi East wanted to provide an
opportunity for Americans to learn about
Yamaguchi’s local produce and interact
with the community.
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After enjoying lunch together, station
residents and Japanese locals ventured
to the nearby chestnut factory, where
workers sort and size the chestnuts for
public distribution.
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As the first chestnut picking trip
coordinated by the station’s program,
the 36 attendees experienced one of the
many Japanese delicacies and now have
souvenirs of their own to cook at home.
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“I think this is a good opportunity to try
some Japanese food they have never had
before,” said Watanabe. “The chestnut

is one of Japanese Autumn traditional
foods and I hope participants enjoy this
new chestnut picking experience.”

http://www.mcasiwakuni.marines.
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Marines from the Installations Personnel Administration Center with Head ters Squadron at Marine
Corps Air Station Iwakuni walk to Ganne Shirataki Park with Japanese locals to pick "Ganne-guri,” an indigineous Japanese
chestnut, during a chestnut picking trip in Ganne Miwa-cho, Iwakuni City, Japan, Oct. 22, 2015.

Head
tersand |
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20155108220, EEHEMFRTERVICBMTSEER . ABEE L2~ (IPAQ D7/ Z—-EZRER,
Cpl. Anthony Moniz, a clerk with Installations Personnel Administration Center with Headquarters and Headquarters
Squadronat Marine Corps Air Station Iwakuni, picks “Ganne-guri,” an indigineous Japanese chestnut, during a chestnut

picking trip in Ganne Miwa-cho, lwakuni City, Japan, Oct. 22, 2015.

20155E108 158, EEIHEMEIEIRICHIRERIETHEEROETAL BIREL NI TIRFERFTHRMEA,
Residents of Marine Corps Air Station lwakuni watch chestnut factory workers size and sort “Ganne-guri” during a chestnut
picking trip in Ganne Miwa-cho, lwakuni City, Japan, Oct. 22, 2015.
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Station residents volunteer for Special Olympics Hiroshima
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Story and photos by:
Lance Cpl. Aaron Henson
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Station residents volunteered for the
Special Olympics Hiroshima held at
Marine Corps Air Station Iwakuni,
Japan, Oct. 4, 2015.

19684ETH20H, AR vV AV vy
AFL—Z A ATGAN—ICE S TRVEE
N, 1988IEICHERAY ¥y s B 2 (10C)
K-> TIERICREIN . coTar S L
RO H B ANRIAERZBUT, Y
VYT HICHE T XX E R AR —
YL ==V LB O EREL TV S,

On July 20, 1968, Eunice Shriver
founded the Special Olympics and it
became officially recognized by the
International Olympic Committee in
1988. This program provides year-round
training for upcoming competitions in

a variety of Olympic style sports and

is catered to children and adults with
mental and learning disabilities.
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Activities held at the Special Olympics
Hiroshima included basketball, soccer,
cycling and bowling. During the
competition, athletes, volunteers and
guests expressed enthusiasm as they
interacted and experienced new cultures.
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“This is my third time coming out here,”
said Shimamoto Gou, a Special Olympics
athlete. “I enjoy meeting new people,
seeing new faces and being in a different
atmosphere.”
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As the ninth Special Olympics
Hiroshima held at the air station, event
coordinators hope to publicize the event
and encourage more sportsmen to
compete.

12

GHEEMTZOREDIEEhD L R
ZOFKHI S HEOREZ T O Z I DS RN
IS ZEH S BT & T, Ml HA A il 7
BGZRI LN TES,

Hosting the event here helps service
members and their families build
stronger relationships with Japanese
locals by breaking language barriers
and promoting positive interaction in a
foreign country.
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“Statistically, only six percent of the
people in Japan have ever heard of
special Olympics,” said Frank Thornton,
chairman for Special Olympics
Hiroshima. “T'd like to switch that
around and make it six percent who
haven’t heard of Special Olympics.”
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Volunteering at events like this provides
station residents a chance to connect
with the community, give back to others
and better the American reputation with
our host nation.
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“I think that events like this are

good because we're giving back to

http://www.mcasiwakuni.marines.

the community,” said Cpl. Casillas
Bermudez, an aviation ordnance Marine
with Marine Aviation Logistics Squadron
12. “Since Japan is our host nation, we
need to be friendly with them. They come
on base — we have fun and we volunteer.
We're just building relationships as I see
it. I plan on volunteering all the time.
It’s awesome. You get to do something
different, it’s not like you do this every
day.”

ARV Y IVAY VT ATIEAR—Y D%
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The Special Olympics instills confidence,
inspires a sense of competition

and improves health through the
transformative power of sports and
Thornton said he hopes the people who
couldn’t attend this time, can make it
next year.

2015510848, EEEBADR 517V —2 K-V -t/ 2—FiCEEBEEERS, ANVY VAV EYIR
LEEDBNEELBMRSYTAT,
Station volunteers and participants in the Special Olympics Hiroshima pose for a group photo in front of
the Strike Zone Bowling Center at Marine Corps Air Station Iwakuni, Japan, Oct. 4, 2015.
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Aidan Lewis, a National Honor Society student at Marine Corps Air Station Iwakuni, helps Muranaka
Masumi, a resident at the Kaede Nursing Home, paint a Christmas tree ornament during the students’
visit to the home in Iwakuni City, Japan, Nov. 17, 2015.
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National Honor Society members give back to community
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Story and photos by:

Cpl. Carlos Cruz Jr.

2015411/ 17H / Nov. 17, 2015
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Nineteen students with the National
Honor Society at Marine Corps Air
Station Iwakuni visited the Kaede
Nursing Home in Iwakuni City, Japan,
Nov. 17, 2015.
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This visit allowed students the
opportunity to give back to the local
community, experience a new culture
and make new friends. Events like this
aides in strengthening the bond between
the station residents and the local
community.
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Aidan Lewis, a National Honor Society
student, said giving back to the
community is something he greatly
enjoys and hopes to do again.
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“Experiences like this are unforgettable,”
said Lewis. “Events like these help

show the Japanese our desire to be part
of their community. Not only are we
making new friends, we're doing it in a
fun way that shows we care about the
people of Iwakuni.”
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The Youth and Teen Center came
together with the National Honor
Society to coordinate this visit for the
first time in 2014 and immediately after,
residents asked when they would visit
again.
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“The first time we went was wonderful,”
said Paula Smedes, a program assistant
with Youth and Teen Center. “The
residents really enjoy it. They get to
have some American friends come in

and hang out with them, which isn’t
something they experience often.”
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Fujimoto Toshifumi, owner of the Kaede

Nursing Home, greeted students at
the front door to introduce himself and
expressing his appreciation for their
attendance.
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Afterward, students split into two
groups. One group helped residents
paint Christmas ornaments, and the
other group cooked and baked alongside
the residents and staff.
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Cooking, baking and painting were not
the only activities provided during the
visit. There was also a magic show and
one of the residents played the Koto, the
national instrument of Japan, for the
visitors.
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Muranaka Masumi, a resident at the
nursing home, said he really enjoys
having to opportunity to interact with
the American students.
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The Youth and Teen Center and the
National Honor Society plan to make
this an annual event, bringing new
activities every time.

http://www.mcasiwakuni.marines. i
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Kaede Nursing Home residents painted Christmas or
during the National Honor Society’s visit to the home in Iwakuni

City, Japan, Nov. 17, 2015.

118178, EEATFAOEHEREERDITIOAREDBIVARR F—FAVF
ERATTE0EFES. SEBMEALLRKESERS (NHS) RS,
Marine Corps Air Station Iwakuni residents with the Youth and Teen Program
help the Kaede Nursing Home resid paint Chri tree or t

' during their visit to the home in Iwakuni City, Japan, Nov. 17, 2015.

EEEM, RESERR (NHS) OEEH EETRDSEE HEHK
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TR REDEXREL A, CORMREHFNI19RDTAIHA
EGEIAFOXLEHBERL. BFEADRAEIERIEHTES.
Fujimoto Toshifumi, owner of the Kaede Nursing Home, greeted
the National Honor Society students at the front door during
their visit to the home, in lwakuni City, Japan, Nov. 17, 2015.
Nineteen students visited the Kaede Nursing Home as a way to
give back to the local community, experience a new culture and
make new friends.

15



www.mcasiwakunijp.marines.mil/

P FSATICRFBARINAD—E
Motorcycle riders kick off toy drive
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Story and photos by:
Cpl. Nicole Zurbrugg
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Motorcycle riders and station residents
brought holiday cheer to Marine Corps
Air Station Iwakuni, Japan, during the
third-annual Toy Drive and Motorcycle
Rally at the Marine Thrift Store Nov. 22,
2015.
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Japanese motorcycle clubs, riders from
the air station, and station residents
attended the event to donate toys for
Japanese orphans and participate in
contests from best decorated bike to
furthest traveled. This is the first year
both Japanese and station motorcycle
riders attended the event together.
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Mindy Hillyer, manager of Marine Thrift
Store and event coordinator, said the

toy drive and motorcycle rally not only
brightens a child’s day, but also promotes
good community relations.
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“When you picture a child on Christmas
morning, face all lit up and barely
containing their excitement, that’s the
reaction we get from the orphans when
they receive gifts donated through this
event,” said Hillyer. “The children gain
new friends and a bond with service
members that will stay in their hearts
for a long time.”
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; Members of the Endangered Species Motorcycle Club pose by the gift box during the third-annual Toy Drive and Motorcycle
£ Rally at the Marine Thrift Store Nov. 22, 2015, at Marine Corps Air Station lwakuni, Japan.

As motorcycles thundered in decked-

out with Christmas decorations, station
residents and local Japanese gathered at
the Marine Thrift Store to drop toys into
a giant gift box that quickly overflowed.
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“I came for the kids,” said Roberto
Torres, event participant. “It makes me
feel proud to participate in something
good. I feel that giving hope and light
to the orphans of Japan now, will help
strengthen a wonderful relationship with
our host nation in the future.”

YA AMERRDINA T RAR—Y I1—%= H
TG 2B NMHTB ORI, VAT A
Hihhth ootz

Holiday spirits flowed as event
participants admired festive motorcycles,
sports cars and mingled with
eccentrically dressed motorcycle club
members.
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Shoji Kurisu, event participant and
member of the Endangered Species
Motorcycle Club, said he doesn’t have
kids of his own, but wants to make sure
that he can make less fortunate kids

happy.
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“I enjoy showing off my motorcycle,

but it’s important to nurture our
children because they are the future

of Japan,” said Kurisu. “The orphans
will remember the joy they felt and

the kindness shown to them by our
American friends.”
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Led by Robert Carlson, event organizer,
riders revved their engines and
assembled into a long procession line for
Thunder Ride, the final event of the day.
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Hillyer and Carlson said they could

not thank everyone enough who helped
make this event possible and to the
participants who donated gifts for the
orphans.

http://www.mcasiwakuni.marines.
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Japanese motorcycle clubs and motorcycle riders from the air station

* gathered at the Marine Thrift Store for the third-annual Toy Drive and
'f'._ﬂ.?‘ Motorcycle Rally at Marine Corps Air Station Iwakuni, Japan, Nov. 22, 2015.
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Motorcycle riders wait in line to donate toys during the third-annual Toy Drive and Motorcycle
Rally at the Marine Thrift Store at Marine Corps Air Station Iwakuni, Japan, Nov. 22, 2015.
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Japanese and American motorcyclists ride their bikes during the third-annual Toy Drive and
Motorcycle Rally at Marine Corps Air Station Iwakuni, Japan, Nov. 22, 2015.
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Americans, Japanese breach language barriers
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Story and photos by:
Cpl. Nicole Zurbrugg
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Matthew C. Perry Elementary and High
School students and local Japanese
students shared their native language
skills at the 54th Annual Japanese and
English Speech Contest at Sinfonia
Iwakuni in Iwakuni City, Japan, Nov. 8,
2015.
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The Japanese students presented their
speeches in English and M.C. Perry
students delivered theirs in Japanese
before a panel of five judges. Sponsored
by the Japanese American Society on
Marine Corps Air Station Iwakuni, this
speech contest helps promote a better
understanding and friendship between
Americans and Japanese.
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Javier Martinez, director of the Japanese
American Society, said the best thing

EBRETHELT.

A Japanese contestant delivers his speech in English at the 54th Annual Japanese and American
k i City, Japan, Nov. 8, 2015. Each contestant wrote  Nov. 8,2015.

Speech Contest at the Sinfonia | iinl
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American kids can do after arriving to
Japan is learn Japanese.
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“Learning the language opens many
doors for children to gain experiences
and learn the culture,” said Martinez.
“Speaking in front of people also helps
elevate their self-esteem.”
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Speech contestants competed in

either their grade group, beginners, or
advanced section. Makaiya Harris, first
place winner of the advanced group, said
this is her first time winning anything.
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“When I first moved to Japan nine years
ago, I spoke really good Japanese, but
then I started going to an American
school where no one spoke Japanese,
“said Harris. “So this was a little
challenging for me. I think it’s good for
kids to learn Japanese because it helps
us make friends by breaking down

Magik
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their own masterpiece that judges critiqued for voice control, fluency and hand movements.
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Annual Japanese and English Speech Contest at the Sinfonia lwakuni in |

barriers.”
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Japanese students are taught English in
school, but M.C. Perry students had the
help of Japanese speaking tutors when
writing these speeches. Each contestant
wrote their own masterpiece that judges
critiqued for voice control, fluency and
hand movements.
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Kawamorita Sho, a Japanese speech
contestant, said his teacher encouraged
him to sign up for this contest because
he enjoyed learning English in school.
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“I think learning English is fun, and I
want to grow more confident in speaking
the language,” said Sho.
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Martinez also said his goal is to get more
Americans to participate in the contest
because it gives a better understanding
of both cultures and fosters new
relationships.
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Makaiya Harris, first place winner of the advanced group, receives a gold medal at the 54th

i City, Japan,
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Technicalities of Tea
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Story and photos by:
Lance Cpl. Nathan Wicks
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The Omotesenke Tea Ceremony Club
taught participants the procedures of a
Japanese tea ceremony event during a
Cultural Adaptation Program at Marine
Corps Air Station Iwakuni, Japan, Oct.
17, 2015. f
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Residents received manju, a sweet ;:i,

Japanese treat, and green tea while
they learned the importance of the
of the room and the traditional way to
drink tea in Japan.
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Station residents and instructors pose for a group photo during a tea cer
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Some may think “why do I need a class
on drinking tea?” Though the task seems
like a simple thing in America, drinking
tea is a 14 step process in Japan with
deep ties to virtues.such.as unity,
respect, tranquility and harmony, and
also correlates with the seasons.
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Participants agreed that the instructions
were very helpful and gave them
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“I had no idea what goes on during tea
ceremonies in Japan but I have a much
better idea now thanks to this quick
little class,” said Erica Edwards, a
resident at MCAS Iwakuni. “The culture
is so different here in Japan that any
insight we can get to help us assimilate

y with the O ke Tea Cer

Iwakuni, Japan, Oct. 17, 2015. Programs like these help familiarize Americans with the culture of Japan.

) ﬁdﬁn_ce should they ever attend a realf ’[g His¢

is great.”
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The instructors also expressed
enthusiasm while teaching the residents
who showed high interest in their
culture.
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“T am glad for the opportunity to teach
them about this old tradition of ours,”
said Petty Officer 2nd Class Yoshiharu
Kishi,_@n'aviation mechanic with the
dJ ap"gh"Maritime Self-Defense Force and
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g 4 ader of the Omotesenke Tea Ceremony
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'Club. “It makes me happy to see others

take an interest in a culture outside of
their own.”
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“The tea ceremony is open to everyone,”
said Kishi. “Please come have a drink
and relax.”

y Club hosted by the Cultural Adaptation Program at Marine Corps Air Station
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Japan Ground Self-Defense‘Force soldiers treat an i_r_ljured'ﬁ‘;rine during a
simulated improvised explosive d"evl:Mplosion c_luring Exercise Guard and
Protect at Marine Corps Air Station Ivk'akuni, Japan, Oct. 20-2b, 2015.
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Marines, Japanese soldiers bridge gaps while training
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Story and photos by:
Cpl. Nicole Zurbrugg
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Marines and 1st Company, 46th Infantry
Regiment, Japan Ground Self-Defense
Force soldiers came together for Exercise
Guard and Protect at Marine Corps Air
Station Iwakuni, Japan, Oct 20-23, 2015.
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Guard and Protect is a joint security
force operation that enables readiness in
case the station has to make a defense
posture. Marines and JGSDF soldiers
carried out scenarios such as riot control,
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armed intruder response, improvised
explosive device response and vehicle
searches.
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“This week we executed our guard

and protect exercise,” said Maj. Jacob
Hoskins, the Station Provost Marshal.
“When we go from delta to a war

time posture, we initiate guard and
protect to help support and defend the
installation.”
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The exercise tested Marines and JGSDF
ability to work together under real world
situations, and share perspectives on
wartime tactics.
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“It’s important that we build strong
relationships with the Japanese,” said
Hoskins. “We need to know how they
fight and what their capabilities are to
help better protect this installation to
keep everyone safe.”
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This year’s exercise posed a new
challenge for the Marines and JGSDF
as the language barriers between the
troops added a level of confusion that
took creative communication to break
through.
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“Last year we had a lot of interpreters
to help with the communication gap,”
said Hoskins. “This year we took away
all interpreters. It forced the Marines
and soldiers to communicate within
themselves whether, with arm and
hand signals, using phones or whatever
way they could find to effectively
communicate.”
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Lt. Jonathan Boron, operations officer
for the station Provost Marshal’s Office,
said despite language barriers, Marines
and JGSDF had creative ways to bridge
that gap and accomplish the mission.

THHERBEDAI 22— a3 Thd
A TUTz, Jehar v, IT3Hs, ek
HERE AP RBEBER DT )]
L. EZWS LRz L TN LEUT0E
9, COallElrb AP RV EE NS D% H
DML TE, ZNHHEKEE L OBRZ
PREZEDICLTINE Lz,
“It’s definitely tough to communicate
with the Japanese,” said Boron. “But I
feel that the Marines and JGSDF did
an excellent job of coming together to
accomplish the mission. I could see the
camaraderie that was built during this
exercise and it helped build a stronger
relationship with the Japanese.”
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Capt. Shinichiro Maeda, 1st Company
Commander, 46 Infantry Regiment, said
it was an honor to work alongside the
U.S. in such cooperation.
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“I have never experienced such a
partnership with the U.S. military as I
did with this exercise,” said Maeda. “It
is important and beneficial that we work
together to defend our relationship.”
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Japan Ground Self-Defense Force soldiers take down a kidnapper as part of a simulated situation during Exercise Guard and
Protect at Marine Corps Air Station Iwakuni, Japan, Oct. 20-23, 2015.
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Marines and Japan Ground Self-Defense soldiers assess possible casualties in a simulated improvised explosive device
explosion during Exercise Guard and Protect at Marine Corps Air Station lwakuni, Japan, Oct. 20-23, 2015.
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Marines and Japan Ground Self-Defense Force soldiers simulated a riot control situation during Exercise Guard and Protect
at Marine Corps Air Station Iwakuni, Japan, Oct. 20-23, 2015.
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INTERVIEW WITH A MARINE
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Q1. Why did you join the U.S. Marine Corps?

A1.1was originally looking into joining the Navy but | decided
that if | was going to join the best branch, that would challenge
me the most, | felt | would find that in the Marine Corps. My
father was also in the Marine Corps so that influenced my
decision a little.
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Q2. Please describe your job in detail.

A2. 1 work in the news department of AFN so | go out and film
stories. | also anchor for TV and write scripts for news stories.

I make TV commercials as well. We make one commercial a
month and one news story a week.
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Q3. What are the most difficult and most enjoyable parts of
your job?

A3.I'm not a very good writer so writing scripts or news updates
can be difficult. My favorite part is going out and filming. | get to
meet new people almost every week because of the stories I'm
covering. It gets you out of the office and you get to experience
a bunch of the other jobs in the Marine Corps.
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Origin: Mastic, New York

Job: Broadcaster, AFN Iwakuni
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Q4. If you were not a Marine, what would you be doing now?
A4. If | wasn't in the Marine Corps | would be in Fashion School.
| was accepted to a top-notch fashion school back in the

states, but before | received my acceptance letter | had already
committed to the Marine Corps so it was too late to continue
with the fashion school. I'm re-applying to the school in a
month because | discovered that they have an online program
for the degree | want.
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Q5. What surprised you most about living in Japan?

A5. The masks confused me. But now that | know why they
are worn | think it's very considerate of the Japanese people
to wear those masks to make sure no one else gets sick. Most
people in America are very self-centered so it's nice seeing
them care for each other’s health.
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Q6. What do you love most about Japan? Do you have a
favorite Japanese food or place to visit?

A6. | love the rich history of Japan. | love visiting different
places and just experience its history. America doesn’t really
have a long history. | like the sushi too. It's much different than
American sushi. | thought American sushi was good until |
came here. It's so good here.
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Q7. What do you hope to experience in Japan?

A7.1really want to go to Kyoto and Osaka. I've been to Osaka
once, but | only went to Universal Studios so | didn't really walk
around Osaka so | need to go back and really experience it.
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Q1. Why did you join the U.S. Marine Corps?

A1.The biggest reason is to set an example. | have a lot of
little brothers and sisters and | am the second oldest out of the
seven. They used to be looking at me like | was a bad example
of my family, so | tried to change that. The best place | thought
of was the military.
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Q2. Please describe your job and what you do on a daily basis?
A2.To the food service in general, there are two areas; the field
and actually working at the mess hall. What | am doing right
now is working at mess hall. If you don’t have enough people,
you are on the schedule. We have the master menu and have to
stick to that. We also have the recipe cards for each product. We
have it for making sandwiches, cereal, any type of juice or other
beverages. We have to follow it, because it is like a law for us.
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Q3. What are the most difficult and most enjoyable parts of
your job?

A3.1t's probably the hours we work. Because we do not always
get weekend off, we do not always get other holidays, because
people still have to eat. That is the most difficult part.

My favorite part is, the reason why | choose working at chow
hall is because | like food, and | love to cook.
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Q4. Where in the U.S. or in your hometown would you
recommend Japanese tourists visit?
A4.There are many tourist places in Fla., such as Orlando,
Miami, Tampa, Key West, Miami. Getting to Fla., it is Disney
Land, Universal Studio, Islands of Adventure, Disney world, and
so on. | recommend them because they are pretty cool.
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Q5. What is your favorite American food or something your
mother used to make for you?

A5. I never grew up with American food but Mexican food. The
best Mexican food for me is Posole. Posole is more traditional
and more for breakfast or soup type of food.
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Q6. What do you love most about Japan? Do you have a
favorite Japanese food or place to visit?

A6. Itis scenery. The scenery in Japan has a piece of where |

am, in everywhere. Mountains make me think about California,
weather makes me think of Florida, and very close roads
remind me of Mexico. Basically, the things remind me of home.
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Q7. What else would you like to say?

A7.Don't change your roots. My parents were born and raised
in Mexico, they came over here (US). But so many people
became Americanize, | am not saying it is bad thing, but don't
forget your roots. Just stay as Japanese.
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Origin: Fort Lauderdale, Fla.
Job:  Food service specialist
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/Marines be r samurai armor, partake in historical tradition'
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Story and photos by:
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Marines from Marine Corps Air Station
Iwakuni participated in the Kuragake
Castle Festival in Kuga, Iwakuni City,
Japan, Nov. 22, 2015.
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The local festival honors the Kuga
samurai who urged their castle lord to
take a last stand against a much larger
enemy force.

M SRR R L UC AT Okt 20173
BT BTN TEELI, JLEET D, H]
ARE AR BOEIRRC B DR AT T
DARE, fOWHD NS LIcE TEH
FELIELIIESTVET,

“As Marines, we have an opportunity to
be part of what Iwakuni has to offer,”
said Lance Cpl. Nathan Wicks, mass
communicator with Headquarters and
Headquarters Squadron. “I was very
enthused for the chance to wear samurai
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armor.”
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Marines and Japanese locals marched
from Kuga train station to the town
square before they reenacted the final
confrontation of samurai who marched to
battle in the 16th century.
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“The Marines are so professional with
their behavior and marching,” said
Nobuhiro Higuchi, festival participant
from Kuga, Iwakuni, Japan. “All of the
Marines looked like they enjoyed being
in costume, and I heard a lot of chit-chat
out in town of people saying, ‘I want to
take a picture with them,’ or ‘they look
so cool.”
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From left to right, Pfc. Jacob A. Farbo, combat photographer with Headquarters and
Headquarters Squadron, Lance Cpl. Nathan Wicks, mass communicator with H&HS, Sgt.
Mitchell Flowers, combat camera production specialist with H&HS, Sgt. Antonio Rubio, mass
communicator with H&HS, and Cpl. Carlos Cruz, mass communicator with H&HS, pose for a
group photo during the Kuragake Castle Festival in Kuga, Iwakuni City, Japan, Nov. 22, 2015.
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After the reenactment, the samurai
retired their armor and enjoyed the
festival with the Japanese locals who
provided an assortment of food and
drinks and afforded the Marines more
opportunities to interact with the Kuga
community.
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Event coordinators hope in the upcoming
years Marines are provided the
opportunity to perform bigger roles in
traditional celebrations and that more
Marines partake in the festivals.
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“As you can tell, the community
cherishes the traditions here,” said
Tatsumari Fujioka, event coordinator
and advisor from Kuga, Iwakuni. “I
hope more Marines come out to this
community and enjoy our culture. It’s

a nice community with nice people as
well.”



