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Cover photo:

Lance Cpl. lan Love, patrolman with the Provost Marshal's Office, and Scruff
McGruff pose with Japanese nationals during Friendship Day aboard Marine
Corps Air Station lwakuni, Japan, May 5, 2014. Friendship Day is an event that
allows Japanese citizens a chance to see military vehicles and aircraft and get a
taste of American culture. For more detail, see the story on Page 3. Photo by Cpl.
James R. Smith.
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MCAS Iwakuni hosts 2014 Friendship Day
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Col. Robert Boucher, commanding ofﬁcerofMarl Corps Air Station I}Makuni,lapan, poses wit
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Day aboard MCAS Iwakuni, May 5, 2014. Friendship Day is one of E_Iy'greatesl opportunities for Japanese
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El KBLE T — DM ENT220144°5H
5H. A HEEE T — 2 — B
Uz, BRBLG 7 —DIfE R, — Dk
BIWHEOMIRZ WA UT0. 7 A gk
HERMT BTN TES,

Marine Corps Air Station Iwakuni,
Japan, opened its gates May 5, 2014, for
Friendship Day, an event that allows
visitors a chance to see the military
installation and interact with American
service members.

HRBLE T — I HANDK R NICAS
N TERHDIEVBEROPTIRRDAN
YT HANDPLZ D ANDFN S,
Friendship Day has been one of the
greatest opportunities for Japanese, near
and far, to come aboard MCAS Iwakuni.

WO TPHICEDE T AN FRYIC—F
WKAYLES L MDniicidZ < ORGE D
WA TR Tz,

Despite the weather forecast calling for
rain, guests lined up at the gates, hoping
to be one of the first to gain entry to the
event.

BEBEEEM

TRHREDMETF Y IV ENTWEED
BlEG T —Llkk, SAEOBIE T — I Z D
BBz MiZEya—DhIETH S,

With the cancellation of the event last
year, due to budgetary constraints,
Friendship Day returned this year, with
one major change: no airshow.

SAEOPLET — TRz a— 3 hfEEh
Thote HARICEER LTS R ERREE
K LI HAR NOSULRZRIG DB LD
T&E,

Even without the appeal of an airshow,
Friendship Day strengthened cultural
ties between service members in Japan
and their hosts.

TERBLEGE T —IC TRyl E . Hohe
HITEVET, | LEET DI, FEFMHIA] 4, 1
IN—b TV — Rl TAHIZRZEZ LD )
ICBMLWEE Fi, FERBLEG T — 2/
VB TE S LITEHHL TV T, 2D&S
TRBIBIR AN MR T 51CHT20. 2
DRI EE L, Chinhivi:
FEOTE EH O FE AEHP L FIE
9, T, R ORELZ T 57281 TIR)
WO BB OER, £ LD
IN—=FF—THD. LRETIHRRLTIE
Sz AR 3 12RO BRI &S
[SARYES I
“Thank you very much for coming out
to Friendship Day,” said Col. Robert

Boucher, commanding officer, MCAS
Iwakuni. “It has been a great turnout
today, and we are so thankful to bring
Friendship Day back. It takes a lot of
people to put on an event this large, and
I want to take time to thank the people
in the community who helped put this
on. A special thanks to the Iwakuni
Police Department who have such a

big job today in making this a smooth
operation, and I want to extend my
deepest appreciation to Fleet Air Wing
31, who are our partners on this day and
great supporters of us.”

Tz —RKIEFESIC TERBLET—3H
ADOEEANTHHANZ W T2 E, T A
HUbZRERL TESZB S LOEAT
T e HirmAatz,

Boucher said Friendship Day is a great
chance for Japanese visitors to check out
the air station and get to experience a
little bit of American culture.

DLG T — 3 EI O HE AL HEHIN O
22742 —DIKTBANV T, 1TV
=K TTI D5, FHIZIRU O Z 58
CLAEDS, TXRTDOANICES>TEBHEVEELD
KBTI TEHAGENERERITIRBT
LEYPATOVET,

“Friendship Day is about bringing the
Iwakuni community and the station
community together,” said Boucher.

“So along with having a good time
today, I hope that this is an educational
opportunity for everyone, and that we

get to know each other a little bit better.”

COHIZSH AL DAL, S o
Lo a7 Ezaindz, €
CREE RS AL DO <ICH B IH A A
T D YRE RS A5 . ik Ic B E
NI - TV %,

More than 50,000 guests attended the
event and visited attractions, from
military vehicle static displays to the
historic Zero Hangar, a battle-scarred
Japanese Imperial Navy fighter hangar
near the main entrance of the air
station.

SRS N L& T o7 avicid
—HYRGE RN, S5O E G HIC
D=0 RIS 2 WA TR B & —FEICH.
Hip 2 L0z, BRI TR YR v
KGEHDIZDIT, By IR TN IN—T
—HZEDTAVHDENYIDRER WiZZ
ERBUHPEEREDHARDENYDIRE
MHTVz,
Visitors swarmed around attractions
throughout the day, taking photos of the
spectacles, along with any uniformed
service member standing nearby. For
participants who wanted more than

B | just sights, food vendors offered both

SEEEkI!Iﬂ*hfL

tation lwak
1' r,g] is with Marine Medium Tiltrotor Squadron 265 from 1st Marine Aircraft Wing, Okinawa, Japan. Friendship Day is an event thatlall'ows ;anesyl ns a chance |
v 1]

hicles and aircraft, meet
iy

| American and Japanese cuisine ranging
r from hotdogs and hamburgers to
" yakisoba and okonomiyaki: a popular

lL pan-fried dish.

COHIE S B O 17 1128 s hlii
FArfBk (MWSS-171) SRR 2424 Kk
BRSBTS (VMFA(AW)-242) . ZDfliicE
HEEES 1 2900 7 KBk (MAG-12) i) o — 55k
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& T —T.MV-224R 7L 1 mmmu;soz ﬂE’sT&%ﬂ%‘t‘B Z‘Z LA: X B
J(VMM -265) FRIBATZE u@EIﬁhT"E*A%’I#l&lH!ﬁ‘PﬁEﬂQMET *lﬁl&ﬂ)ﬁgi TAUAX L OBEREETELAL. BR S if LA RSR (AR
s ga ather around an MV-22B Osprey aircraft as they observe and take photos of the aircraft during Friendship Day aboard Marine Corp

erican service members and get a taste of American culture. Photo by Cpl. James R. Smith.

HHBREZ L7z,

Multiple units from MCAS Iwakuni
participated in Friendship Day to
include: Marine Wing Support Squadron
171, Marine All Weather Fighter Attack
Squadron 242 and multiple Marine
Aircraft Group 12 Unit Deployment
Program squadrons.

B OB RO SR —
iz i (1stMAW) =k F O Ses 15228 G
% Bk (VMGR-152) &ifiSes5 26514
7V b a—2— R (VMM-265) A%
L., ZnZhKC-130JA—78—"\F T LA
EMV-22BA AT LA ZHh FER Uz,

In addition to the Iwakuni units, Marine
Aerial Refueler Transport Squadron 152
and Marine Medium Tiltrotor Squadron
265, both from 1st Marine Aircraft Wing
in Okinawa, Japan, participated in
Friendship Day with static displays of
their KC-130J Super Hercules and MV-
22B Osprey.

HHEEBX 1973 KOG ICE TR DA N
FZBELTOED, HRBLSE T -0t
HIDMEHI ENB X511 >T2DIZ19734EL,
ETH 5,

MCAS Iwakuni hosted an event similar
to Friendship Day prior to 1973, but the
event did not receive its current name
until the aforementioned year.

E# (1stMAW) 5% F B R H265F

apan, May 5,
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American, Japanese Girl Scouts play together
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Story and photos by;
Lance Cpl. Antonio Rubio

2014%:4J125H / April 25, 2014

— WA ET B H— IV AT M4
| RISENC SIS BT, AL RICEMT
EBNMNCRET 5, 72h BEDOZA 1D e
BT BEZIENISVHBT2557?

Girl Scouts across the globe partake in
various activities to help develop them
into productive members of society, but
how often do scouts get the opportunity
to interact with other scouts from a
different country?

GEEMA—VAAY N 4H25H, HAD
H—IVAHY MR L. HRo sk
Rzl U TR Z DT,

Marine Corps Air Station Iwakuni Girl
Scouts invited local Japanese Girl Scouts
to a cultural exchange aboard MCAS
Iwakuni, Japan, April 25, 2014, to foster
friendship and interact with one another.

THARDH —IVAAT FOEEAZFEIC
FARFLE LIz, 7 AV AT DOV TN AID
F2OTEDEVDBINTHB L, EYDIED
FZPATIELVWESDbNhELR, 1&5GTD
W AESEA— )L AT M EEDONAT
AOA L [T AV DI —IVA ST P EY
PRIFETTH S HADH —IVAHT R
CLSEWVHLIDIL TV EBVET,

“We invited Japanese Girl Scouts on
base, and we asked them what they
wanted to learn about American culture
and they said they wanted to know how
to make pizza,” said Hyla Melloy, Girl
Scouts programs chairman. “Our Girl
Scouts love pizza so I think they were
just as excited as the Japanese Girl

Scouts.”

AOAEAREDE HADI —)IVATIT R
FEHNC A>T DI 204D, E5DTZL s,
Melloy said the Japanese Girl Scouts
haven’t been aboard MCAS Iwakuni in
more than 20 years.

SIEORENDH ST DD, HRD LD 112H
JREEXDROED, DO KN TIAI2=T
—2ar 2o TV, Ty MDY —Z—,
DVRT Y INLIA RRICKBE DT
FbIIEEOREZHIL MADaI =2 —
arvkzmAtL, —Hicnale s
HWIZELATV,

Despite a language barrier, the girls
were able to communicate with
something stronger: friendship.
According to Lance Cpl. Kristen K.
Kahalewai, Cadette Troop leader, the
girls tore down the barrier, developed

a working communication system and
enjoyed one another’s company.

INLIA SRR, BEBATRRZRDOT
LORBEPETOWTEHI LT,

Kahalewai mentioned the importance of

having interaction between nationalities.

[H—IVA Ko MR IR IZ & 25
NTVETH, PRUHIOAUE T A HDH
—INAHT DL ULHIHISTEHTEEHE
Poo JEIINVIA SR, THEIAR. TN
TV, H—IVAHY b OWEEIZ S 512372
U AH—IVAST M7 AV A Ok A TE D
5,5 LNERA, TTH. HATIR
HADH—IVA AT b FLA=5 LR kS &
L. MU BIZF S, CEM 2> TO0E
T, 7 RAVADH—IVAHT R TR
BRBETORDBENTEZDTT, LTI
{EATOES & H— VAT MEIH—IVAH
JRRDTY,

“Girl Scouts are supposed to be a global

8N—J14A25H. EEIBMBRTI S Yk bo— /I A—F-

74— (get to know each other : EEULEH>THES) 1 0E
B2/ LTERICERBAFADH—IVAHY MBS hTy
FRADY—S— 1T 1+ NI R A,

Page 8 : Katie House, Cadette troop leader, helps a

Girl Scout aq ion during a “get to

know each other” exercise at the Marine Memorial Chapel
aboard Marine Corps Air Station Iwakuni, Japan, April 25,

2014.

k:4A25H. EEEMBET AR5 o ke Y E—HIcR
RBARDL—IVZAHIFDEDFIE, CHRIZBMAH—IVAD
TV RE—2h TN CHBAEDLH—IVAHI M ERFL.EE
WERRLTRIFERS T,

Left : Japanese and American Girl Scouts eat pizza they
made at the Marine Memorial Chapel aboard Marine Corps
Air Station Iwakuni, Japan, April 25, 2014. The U.S. Girl
Scouts invited their sister scouts to a cultural exchange to

foster friendship and interact with one another.

organization, but when you're in the
United States all you see is the U.S.
aspect of Girl Scouts,” said Kahalewai.
“You kind of think to yourself, ‘this is it,
this is all there is to girl scouting; it’s
an American organization.” But to come
to Japan and the Japanese Girl Scouts
doing the same things we do, hold the
same morals, enduring the same virtues,
they’re able to relate on a global scale
and not just as an American Girl Scout,
but a Girl Scout being a Girl Scout no
matter where she lives.”

FNLIARRZ, 5 HO LR DO HIY
i3 HADIAR—AH T AT 5128 T
T &Lz,

Kahalewai said the Girl Scouts did this
for the opportunity to interact with
sister scouts.

ML t=51&. 5 HOSULASHRD 57 D=8
I3RS TOE T, a9 5 BICBIfFREL,
T THLOKENTEZ R D> TV
PETY, JEAINLIA L, TCOHD#D
DI AABKRTENNZS->TVEL
feo MDY —H—L LT ARBITA D RA >
72T,

“They did it for that self-rewarding
feeling of knowing they could go out

and meet new friends, no matter what
language they spoke,” said Kahalewai.
“At the end of the day, they parted ways
with smiles on their faces, and as a troop
leader, that made me feel really good,”

—HICRZ RS0 EDH ST B 2R
N R TEgEHES 2 aih, 2o
HOZRIFHE T Uiz,

After all the singing, running and pizza
eating, the girls visited the Zero Hangar
to share a final experience together.

MCAS Iwakuni 9
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The 37th

Kintar Bn’c{ge Festival

EEHRFIBAITIA29E. MEI7ESFIREOVIHARTNEL SEEBEEPE
ARFFRERICHL, TOVDRAXDFUMTHERATIICEBMLTEELS:, (FPETIC
ERTERRATHIR BRTAVAANLETEARDSZTETT. BRE Fvr—IVX-Iv 7
IVE——¥EE,

The 37th Kintai Bridge Festival took place April 29, 2014, at the Kintai Bridge

area, lwakuni City. Service members and residents from Marine Corps Air Station A
lwakuni, Japan, have been participating as samurai and maid ladies at the Daimyo's
procession, which is the festival's biggest attraction. This festival has been very

popular among the Americans participants, because they can transform to samurai

and maid ladies. Photos by Staff Sgt. Charles McKelvey.

iIJJapanese.aspx
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Mass casualty evacuation drill unites first responders with common goal

r]l" F il:.|

R T DROR

MHLM‘

EEBEMTIA7AITON X RS SRS T, BRARICSSRILLRREZRCSNFEESME S, ZOHRE. AEOBVIRYMTREDSTANVARDZ Y IHBRLLEVSEETITOO, Bt
THBARE, 0= b ira o —ERER SR, EREORANISEHZEHL: SRORELS 1A RAHNGER—RIERURRENETEILL TEL, SEBMIINIEF — LEBRMLEILEMLT:,

Role-players act out chaos from a simulated explosion during a mass casualty evacuation drill aboard Marine Corps Air Station Iwakuni, Japan, April 17, 2014. The drill tested the abilities of first

responders from the station fire department, Robert M. Casey Medical and Dental Clinic and the Provost Marshal’s Office. The scenario simulated an explosion caused from a propane tank in a

d
P

heavily populated area. Firstr s worked together to ¢ in the situation, despite a language barrier between certain entities. Station special reaction team and explosive ordnance

disposal participated as well.

12 BIEEEEM

HES

BrEidd: VoA LA AIAMNE
Story and photos by;
Cpl. James R. Smith

20144F4H2H / April 2, 2014

ALY DOEPROE T aN—Fr

A T — PR RS, ISR, TR
Bk DB il A BT ERI DU T2, Th
B AEMT S5 A 54 T4H2H-HITD
DT KRB E A,
The sound of sirens blared through the
air as emergency response vehicles from
Robert M. Casey Medical and Dental
Clinic, the Provost Marshal’s Office and
the station Fire Department rush to the
scene of a mass casualty evacuation drill
on the flight line aboard Marine Corps
Air Station Iwakuni, Japan, April 2, 2014.

rzoilgid. AoZ AU TRED
STV HADR IS LTze o
ETITOE L, J LR O, FE RO
TIARY D AR =gV R F—T DT+
LAb 2 — 25,

The scenario replicated a propane gas
tank explosion from a food vendor
during an event with a large population
of participants, said Staff Sgt. Forrest
Winter, assistant operations chief with
PMO.

FZo GIO) T8I X0 SEGHRMEFET
2av I NGEEDINEL, T2
S— T AERE TS ERE LT IRR I
BB R RS BTzbic, TORGLUIZIRN
ZHALZFNIRDERA, )

“In the fallout of the scenario, we have
people that are injured, dead or just in
shock because of the explosion,” said
Winter. “As first responders, we have to
control and manage the chaos in order to
treat the victims.”

SEHWRFRIH S F-— L OB BB 5K
FDIBE. mNC AR T — LR EDR
SR ERE IR E- T,
Marines from the station Special
Reaction Team rushed to the scene first
to set up a perimeter with emergency
medical technicians and other emergency
response personnel close behind.

RELL 7R Z G 2 722 2 <OX s
F—LDEE LI, EOESICLTHIFH%
KIZHER L 02 DDA RGRIC S AN
571259,

With numerous teams present to control
the situation, some may wonder how
order is maintained.

FCOAFED HIE, BEOSE BB
—HICOESKERET BT LN TE A XS ICHERR
TBHILTY, J&U s 2—E0l, Tt
RIS EADED K IATENI S %00 Z Bk

TETVED. BT 57-DDFIHTT
“The purpose behind this type of drill is
to make sure all first responders are able
to work well together,” said Winter. “It’s
to make sure we understand how other
first responders are going to act.”

FCOFNMT, BRI B Il =, 9%
HREERT DD OB EE Tz 3 |
WICHTEX T, J T s 2 — A0,
First responders can work with one
another to understand each other’s
standard operating procedures to treat
victims, said Winter.

Mt DR AR F — LEMED A>T, —HlC
TEETEDRETERD ST, JLHT
DI, SRS HT O, 2V Ay T
T EEFKE, TBHWICR>TO S Az
HBHITLT, BHICKOIWIERZR
HTEBXITHDET, ]

“It was a treat to be able to work side-
by-side with other emergency medical
technicians,” said Seaman Darion Black,
general duty corpsman with Branch
Health Clinic. “We get to share our
knowledge with each other so we can
provide better patient care.”

BEF i RES R T — L & SRR O Bl
B EHEOREDH ST HoDAI2 =2 —
TavhikEsckidhhotz,

Despite a language barrier between
BHC personnel and station firefighters,
communication continues to push the
effort forward.

NRPHE I AULETTH S, FEOREIHE
DRELEMETRHVEBATL (T Ty
7 RS, TERD b Ex NA Vi 8
SHCERIIZDOREZIBHIL WX T L
WHMCId— NV EHBRLTIEE T,

“The language barrier wasn’t much

of a concern because patient care is
universal,” said Black. “If someone needs
to be treated, we all have the same goal,
and that’s to treat and transport the
patient.”

MEiligizse ¥ 9528 T BB
ISE B RO HENFEE LI, i
KOEHEHETE B K91 B,

With the scenario complete, the first
responders who participated may be able
to function better with each other if such
an event does happen.

FCDXS LBz INML . Mh BTt ¥
ICHED N2 ZFNB L 2R TE DR
Bl B0E T, 1Y 2 — Y
kL7

“It’s nice to be able to perform these
types of drills to ensure we are on point
to be able to take care of the people in
Iwakuni,” said Winter.

MCAS Iwakuni 13
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Kintai Marathon builds American, Japanese ties through common sport

BIL N NI T AV — (i
Story and photos by;
Cpl. Benjamin Pryer

20144F:4H13H / April 13, 2014

— =TT a— A0 ERID B
EJEHEANEHANT > F—,4H13
H. SEBET2014F > 2145 VDM T
bz,
Station residents and Japanese runners
laced up their running shoes and
competed in the 2014 Kintai Marathon
aboard Marine Corps Air Station
Iwakuni, Japan, April 13.

HEBHTITbNS TV I HANE I
KR TBINTESBDENAR—I AN
FO—D, HESEHOENICE ST R A
ETHBHARIC K B2 " EAHERTEHS,
AARNET AV RNV eV G0
AR=VZWMLC TR ST Lid, “HEO
DIEMDZIETBHI LIS,

The marathon is one of the few events
which allows Japanese citizens aboard
station and provides a great opportunity
for MCAS Iwakuni personnel to show
support of their host nation. Japanese
and Americans interacting together
strengthen ties between the two
countries through the universal activity
of running.

BIIN—T4 R P T =gy AR ¥

14 BEBEEEM

o}

e e b ety -
e

VARDRYR RAEACEBE. YTV VT
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AR MR EDSB LI AR VT,
RUEACKBE. T AV N —FRICI T
YV RBMUIOE AR/ AT TEM
Lz kg iz,

Mai Tajima, SemperFit recreation
specialist, said approximately 800
athletes participated in the marathon;
some traveling from Tokyo, Gifu
Prefecture and even Kyushu, the
southernmost main island of Japan.
Tajima mentioned an old couple who said
they took a night shuttle bus to get to
Iwakuni because they wanted to run and
see Americans.

THROZF RIS BN D O HAKIFE
T, HEADEIR LTI E W, IR EHfE
HCRIREARTIF LT TREITAED &
Mo BHWIELH>TEHELOERZ i
CLTVET,

“I love being the bridge between two
different countries; just look at them,”
Tajima commented during the race.
“They’re just running and smiling and
having a good time cheering on others.”

COHIRIE>EOLRVEDERZ ST <5
VAT BN D IGET TR VR
hofz&ko7z,

Even with dreary weather and cloudy
skies plaguing the day, no one’s spirit
seemed too hindered.
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EHAIKE VM E LI THiIZHNS
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DRPRIEATZDEBNT BREFZLRNE
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“The rain this morning was miserable,”
said Staff Sgt. Charlie G. Poag, station
combat camera staff noncommissioned
officer in charge and Kintai Marathon
participant. “I saw it and said, ‘you know
what? You signed up and you paid for

it, you might as well go and do it.” The
rain gets you physically and mentally
drained, but you make that promise to
yourself, so you have to go out and do it.”

Ry HHERZ, 32D BLHE VA
ETHANEFL IS E- LGk LT, R
USRI LOKANE I, S RO
SHEVIGAD KB Zn AV EDNS. B
HWZHlD U I EuE-Tz80d, —ED
N—ATESTDT, BYNLENSEL%Z
BRI T 0D,

Poag mentioned running nearby a
Japanese participant for a good stretch
of the course. Poag and his new friend
would pass back and forth by each other,
sharing a common bond that needed

no words; not that a constant pace of

running would permit much to be said
through winded breaths.

THEIERNABR T LIz, HANET AU AN
DOFNTIIRELREOHHOETH, LT3
B —DOTEH NI, BAWICDOENDE
FTaI51cE0% 9, )

“It was kind of interesting; we are
worlds apart, yet if we have at least one
common interest, that’s all it takes to
make a connection,” said Poag.

R T EHEER T, CORESTHE N EB
Z5%7 0 F—OMEER RO TR JGHELT
NIRITOHDHKRDRT VT4 74 HIC
JGHE RN T2V EEE LTz,

Poag also took time to give his thanks

to all those who volunteered their time
for the event; the some 70 volunteers,
Americans and local Japanese, who
cared for, fed and motivated hundreds of
runners.

THAN. 7 AU N fi DARZ 2 T4T D5
VF—IKRRAF Y I =2 > TN E LTz, /)
ERTLMELNERAD, (FUF—Icek>T
B RERNHNRDI LI J &Ry &
WIEEE L7,

“With both the Americans and the
Japanese volunteers out there rushing
out snacks and water; it may seem like
something little, but it helps out a lot,”
said Poag.

BEE14AIBAICERARMTITON2014% 215V TA—IVEES. 5217/ T A,

1: NobuhisaTanigawa, a participant of the 2014 Kintai Marathon, which took place aboard Marine Corps Air Station lwakuni,

Japan, runs through finish line tape after completing a marathon, April 13.

FH2:4813AICEERBTITDNI2014F 2135V TRAIICI—IVEES, BRABME S, COF V2125V /IE Bt 0OR
FADBMTERHDBEVIANYFO—D,

2:Japanese participants of the 2014 Kintai Marathon, which took place aboard Marine Corps Air Station lwakuni, Japan, cross
the finish line after running a half-marathon, April 13. The Kintai Marathon is one of the few annual events that give Japanese

citizens an opportunity to come aboard station.

EH3MABHIEERMTITDON2014F 215V TES. TAVAABMETS, ZIVISV /. N=TISV V. 55074 —F 5
THRTh3ZOXRICIZHB00RHBMLT,
3 : American participants of the 2014 Kintai Marathon, which took place aboard Marine Corps Air Station lwakuni, Japan, runs

ly 800 people si

arace April 13. App d up for the full marathon, half marathon and five-kilometer walk.

9

BEE4AABAICEERMTITON2014F 215V /BNLIS Y — b, CORIBEXRIE o feh', 800 ADEFHEMLT:,
4: Participant of the 2014 Kintai Marathon, which took place aboard Marine Corps Air Station Iwakuni, Japan, wave their

hands to the photographer April 13. Approximately 800 people participated inspite of the bad weather.
14—V 148138, EEEH TITONh1:2014F 2125V VT A2 — M eIBRIDS VI —T5,

Page 14 : Runners of the 2014 Kintai Marathon, which took place aboard Marine Corps Air Station lwakuni, Japan, wait for the

start, April 13.
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Asian American/Pacific Islander Heritage Month celebration

(A VL Sy ) ealr o) | V] < gl £ 4
Story and photos by;
Lance Cpl. Antonio J. Rubio

20144E521H / May 21, 2014

LY )L 57 118 S5 R EayT
AT = T5H210. T U7 KRR
7 AV NG ER AR H IR Z 85 N2+
Mrbon JEHENRHARAND ST,
Station and local residents took part
in the Asian American/Pacific Islander
Heritage Month celebration at the Club
Iwakuni Grand Buffet aboard Marine
Corps Air Station Iwakuni, Japan, May
21, 2014.

COANYFTR. COHBORIEOWVT
SR U. 7T RKPPEORR T2 HigT
LT LI N2 258 LTz,

The celebration highlighted the origin of
the month and brought various Asian/
Pacific cultures together to enlighten
guest.

AESLHL BEEE T RN —D T )Le
16 BEBEEEM

VN —A—HHEHIZ DA TIT R
ERNFRESROENESHFO IR LT
WaRNWERTTWS,

Gunnery Sgt. Alvin Cruz, Equal
Opportunity Advisor for MCAS Iwakuni,
believes a lot of people don’t know the
difference between Asians and Pacific
Islanders.

IIV—A—HHEHX, (TT7T7 - KEEA LS
R7AVANACE PR A T &, 7 A A
DERIE UL ZIBIR T 27D TIT NI
VEREESR T AU AN EIRL TE L 2 T
Wl BT, 1LV,

Cruz said Asian American/Pacific
Islander Heritage Month is an
opportunity for our nation to recognize
contributions and accomplishments
Asian Americans make in America’s
diverse culture.

Ty 27 « KRR ESR T AV AN AL E
AR H IR ), 19T TARICK PRl 77
I ALEBE LTI E > 72, 19924F, 7 A
TGRS HZTT VT « KRR T
AV A NG FER AR H R SHIE LTz 51

MEENTPEEE, 18734E5HTHICIHRHID
HARADT AU AITBRELTR>TECE
&, 1865451 10N K PEREWT B ek
LizceziddLTwaizo,

Asian American/Pacific Islander
Heritage Month was originally
introduced as Pacific/Asian Heritage
Week in 1977. In 1992, Congress
designated May as Asian American/
Pacific Islander Heritage Month.

May was chosen to commemorate the
immigration of the first Japanese into
the U.S. on May 7, 1873, and to mark
the anniversary of the transcontinental
railroad completion on May 10, 1869.

TANRBZNTND L ZF>TOET, X
{EHBIDRYZEZDIE. T AV AN TEZ A
BEREPSTY, Rl b tho N D sfk
ZESBENHZDTT, (&7 —X—FH
W7 RV HFC A=Y TR TLIEY
RTITHRTIVAFR, A—HTARDAN
RIDVET, T7RAIAANE—NCE>TE H
FHERABISESD T, )

“People have their own cultures, and

the reason why heritage months are

important is because America is so
diverse; we have to learn other people’s
cultures,” said Cruz. “An American could
be Hispanic, Filipino, Asian, African
American or Caucasian. So really

when you say American, what does an
American look like?”

TIT  KVFERESRT A I NDYikiZz i
WERTBTLICE T T RAVANLHTH S
CEDEEEZFRRIL, UL EGRD F AR
KehEh NS, &7 —A—EHE LT,
Cruz said by recognizing the
achievements of Asian Americans/
Pacific Islanders, our nation celebrates
the importance of diversity and builds a
brighter future for cultural awareness.

RAT=B DT DI TV B TOHIRD XS
IR BEHBLRICTIRBOERA. ZAD
FICTRARVEVSTEERHETEDTT,
Lok A min s BRoa 270y
I ABMEE, 2V — YT — b EEK T, TRA
=B ABA TR A ES XS, B H
BRT7ATF 7474 (HAR ) ZE#&d
BRIENEZR > TV0EDTY, |

1,3 BEBETHZ71VEVETEINIEFEMRT S, SIRHASFE. O
JAT4vYAEFIWNDIY -2 v T — b LEKE,

1,3: Seaman Colleen Yabut, logistics specialist with Headquarters

and Headquarters Squadron, recites a poem in Filipino; her native

language.

2:58218. 737 EEDI 5V F- €1y 71 TiTbhil20147 97 - X F
FRERTAVHAAXGEERZRAMI DI/ AFEHEHETSH
EABIME,

2: A Japanese participant performs a Classical Japanese dance during

the 2014 Asian American/Pacific Islander Heritage Month celebration

at the Club Iwakuni Grand Buffet aboard Marine Corps Air Station

Iwakuni, Japan, May 21, 2014.

“We're not all just this military uniform
that everyone wears; we realize that
we're not all the same,” said Seaman
Colleen Yabut, logistics specialist

with Headquarters and Headquarters
Squadron. “We have our personality
and ethnicity that defines us and our
individual identity.”

Eay Tz ORFEIIC, AT —U TR HALEE
i R\TZE, 79X VA, RHEGE T ORI
HIEEDINT A=V AW I N Tz,

The celebration consisted of a buffet

and multiple performances, which
included traditional Japanese dancing,
Shakuhachi, Hula dancing and service
members reciting poems in their native
languages.

Y7 —b ok, TAS O RERE TRk
WL, HS O RBEIEDI—2 LD BT
EMTEXL 1205 E iz A D bD
—hiZ S E NSRRI COHANE D B
ATl T TV LERELT,
Yabut said being able to recite a poem
in her native tongue allowed her to

reconnect with her ethnic roots. She said
she felt proud to share a piece of her
culture with station and local residents.

7 AVANFETEEREETT S, BHW
BDEDXSBENEZDOHIZHY, BT HLh
HELOTT, R TERVNEEV-ST Z
DNIBEBFTENETREHEEA, 1
IIV—A—H i,

“We are very diverse so it’s important to
be aware of who people are and respect
them, not to degrade them because you
don’t understand them,” said Cruz.

LADANDHKGELIzT LIt DWT )V —A—
HFHREEHIBMUEEEADRRRAT—Y
ZEUATIZF TR, W LD HEAE
R, NFHOHI (321X U THIGN ST AY
AZIBIRT BT DI B L EILTE T
LR ATHRL, JEGELTZ,

Cruz said with a successful turnout,

he hopes attendees not only had a good
meal and fun out of this experience, but
also learned the importance of different
heritages and contributions they bring to
the melting pot we know as America.
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Schmidt relieves Lewis as H&HS CO

GHELHA: TS oV RE
Story and photos by;
Lance Cpl. Alissa Schuning

20144E6H9H / June 9, 2014

EL [ 525 c6 O HL, wl4viki) &
AN 1B HEHS) OSSR T A - 1UA
Al S, =)V aIv bfEne &
N,

Lt. Col. F. Lance Lewis relinquished
command of Headquarters and
Headquarters Squadron to Lt. Col. Karl
Schmidt on the parade deck aboard
Marine Corps Air Station Iwakuni,
Japan, June 9, 2014.

H&HSHEiT & UT24E R Dy HEMT 274 2
Tl A AR, T2 2 SRR S B [
Bk Tl BIRCE AR 25210 %,
After serving two years as H&HS
commanding officer, Lewis is heading to
the National War College in Washington
D.C. to further his professional military
education.

CRAFFHZ DT, 80044 LL EOBKH 7% %
WA Z iz S5 H IR0
WV J8IVA AR, TDS0WERRL S5 Fi B E
BLIZHZ D, RO ATy FITHET N ZWED
Kz,

“There is no officer out there that wants
to give up command of more than 800
Marines and sailors,” said Lewis. “There
is a little bit of sadness, but it’s time to
move on.”

ROBEBENHETS LA AN, k& TH
523y bICiE, H&HSZ IEL W /i)
LR Db T3, | EFfEER->
Tl

As Lewis moves on, he said he is
confident in the abilities of his successor
to lead H&HS in the right direction.

a3y MR RIS LOEFEICES
59, VA A, TG NI E L TR, i
FEREE LT HERS LV HEHSZ—D |
DL ETF TN BT, ]

“He is going to do great,” said Lewis. “He
is a great man and Marine. He is only
going to take the command to the next
level.”

18 BEEEEEM

a3y bERTaY AW, ZoRich B
T VIEHEEBN DT AV Ah R S 1
EERIAE LU Tz, I 7 A Ay e
T EMF—T ALY kAL —T gy
AR, AR 2— e — LA
ZRELTVS,

Schmidt came to MCAS Iwakuni from
United States Central Command at
MacDill Air Force Base, Tampa, Fla.,
where he served as the maritime branch
chief, current operations directorate

and a member of the Joint Operations
Center’s Crisis Action Team.

CHEEORGTE 7 A AP RETEHHE LT
Tl CTLRAREENTE, jLvaIy i
I, T S e B9 5 i i e ehize
Sfeh, ThdSIXIUBIBRRZH5Hd 5318,
IZ7%%, |

“Coming from the U.S. Central
Command, it’s a world of difference,”
said Schmidt. “That was an important
staff job and now I'm moving into an
operational unit.”

P23y M. THEHSHRHT O, ikt
Pk RIS TR D Z L) D B ZIRBEEE 5D
&7, Lkl

During his time with H&HS, Schmidt
said he plans to instill in his Marines the
value of selfless service.

MIRHELLT AROILZEZ50ICHD
DR SERMBEL LTS D2 B
LTHERBTLHRETE, 12223y Mk,
i AEoERRRICIEZ Ve
TWBILD D ML EADZI VIR
MRS TORVEVLSTE TR AL, TAH
e LTHERET L &I, (ZDMithZz) I
Blexaarwvaceiz, kil

“As a commanding officer, it is important
to put the needs of your Marines and

the Marine Corps before yourself,” said
Schmidt. “That is one of the main things
I hope to bring to the Marines here. Not
saying they don’t already have it, but I
plan to bring it to the forefront of what
we do as a unit.”

BB RS AR R Z O TO TR il A
DIVA AL B IED, a3y MR
MERADZE NS N ZIELEWVS STz

RUTOS, TERE VA A eI Br 2 B
N TirE WEzETON M —Vk
&, Mg ek B QWK RIFATEES> B b
ERilzicE gz,

Schmidt’s focus on selfless service is

a change of direction from Lewis’s
emphasis on combat readiness. During
his time with H&HS, Lewis took the unit
on conditioning hikes and constructed

a bivouac involving patrols, crew-
served weapons and more to refresh the
Marines' combat training.

Moo BRI R L LTHEE NS
TehHEhELNE, (&)L AR
WIL7e. ICokithZzBk A RISRIESET
Wi teb R ARHEE L LTRIITE &
olziz5r9, |

“One day the Marine Corps could call on
you to be a rifleman,” explained Lewis.
“I would fail as a commanding officer if 1
didn’t try to instill that in everyone.”

A AW, TH&HS T H 5 D& -7z
B ARHE T Z 91 T Tz, ThL Loy 7
— Gl EMEIED ZRD B L d TE IR
%9, |&akLTz,

Lewis said H&HS is a dream for a first
time commanding officer and he couldn’t
have asked for a better tour.

[COfAINEDHEDTHD, BUZIE
L3057, (1A AEidai Uiz,
“It’s been a privilege and a pleasure,”
said Lewis.

6890, EEEMHRETITOI RS EXIRRNTHEARDL—
o2 Sy bREICERBIREET. 5 VA Ak (). 23y
FREERTOVEH, 22 INDTI T IVIRERBRICH ST XU hH
PREHSEEEMANEELT.

Lt. Col. F. Lance Lewis, right, passes the Headquarters and
Headquarters Squadron colors to Lt. Col. Karl Schmidt during
a change-of-command ceremony on the parade deck, June
9, 2014, aboard Marine Corps Air Station Iwakuni, Japan.
Schmidt came to H&HS from U.S. Central Command aboard

MacDill Air Force Base, Tampa, Fla.
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Jan

ayne Day gi

ves Marine spouses different perspective

-

hat énf-a_:xr-..ri...,gmu.#w—ﬁﬁk c

) :Il'l.

SE3RIEbh - EEER T SBE S EROIT— I FAT, A— IV T+ 'i._';"

EBSItotctsh, STANE AT S B S THORKZRIBLETHY, ZOVT— mL
inz dl-ects Katherine A. West, Headquarters and Headqu J Il !| ay
Station Iwakuni, Japan, ngﬂ.{: 2014. West is alllso the family readiness officer fo ol o cevent. Y

’ . A Mk
20 BEBEEEM

EEICVIRMEAD IS

U

Sgt. Maj. Coleman e Day participant, for not standing while add e s ard Marine Corps Air

||

GHEHH TFTAEY R IV A— R
Story and photos by;
Lance Cpl. D. A. Walters

20144E5H31H / May 31, 2014

LY s il i bk o Y —
A 2ot FABSHIBIHCTH
N A EIEHNCEER T B B OREE DS
mtiz,

Marine Corps spouses participated in
the Headquarters and Headquarters
Squadron Jane Wayne Day aboard
Marine Corps Air Station Iwakuni,
Japan, May 31, 2014.

V1= Tz A Y T A TR OR & 7
Az EC T SMLERMEE AT HSD
Koy, WA i S Zik I CehTE L E
e MiZeiibhbk e EEBRE R IC KB TEY
AbL—arvi L,

Spouses tested their mental and physical
strength on various Marine Corps
training exercises, and they witnessed
demonstration put on by Aircraft Rescue
Fire Fighting and Provost Marshal’s
Office K-9 Unit.

)RR, RIS E OF v )
eI ARE AR, TDANRY MR LT
2T AR —/icS L,
Katherine A. West, family readiness
officer for H&HS, not only coordinated
the event, but she also participated in it
with her fellow spouses.

Vo= 0z AY - TFA TR BE DB
BINERRO L2 AT, Sk B AVEH
EARTEZLTOEDODZABRTEET, |
EILAPEA V=2 T2 AV TAIS
g2 RIS 2ZNETOR D
EHHET,

“Jane Wayne Day is an opportunity for
spouses of our service members to be
able to experience more of the Marine
Corps’ culture and more about what our
Marines do every day,” said West. “It
gives them an alternate perspective to
what they know as the Marine Corps.”

COH, LA i Z2 5 Cre Dk a—
WY F YRR REO—- =TT
R—N—F I F O EERE Y
T —)N—2 "R DA G 6 2
DItz Fi->TVS,

Sgt. Maj. Coleman R. Kinzer and Staff
Sgt. Courtney R. Achterberg, former
drill instructors, volunteered their time
to contribute to the event and play their
prior stone-faced role.

FUP—RATHEE TR —N—F il
ERBB T BICHAR B B P T=5 D
RPZIITEIZNIENFEE I EDLH K%L
DhELEESTRUZ,

Kinzer and Achterberg taught the
spouses close order drill and gave them
an example of what recruit training
discipline was like for their husbands.

i N O R NGHRE TR M4 —E Y
BREM240 RIS U A NS DWW T OREE
TNz 2T T2%, BRI ZE NS DR TH R
HERLTZ,

Spouses received a brief on the M4
carbine and M240B medium machine
gun at the Indoor Small-Arms Range
aboard station and then had the chance
to fire them.

G2 R 2 12180 T3S mbh gk
(MOPP) | 2 figi & BH DU, HAETCSH A
FaaxryousFroa /) = NIVHR) %
WU, Picik<AZiIishizo—)b
ZWHOT HABOITANTZREHLELIETS
EYIIEE N

After putting rounds down range,
participants donned Mission-

Oriented Protective Posture

gear and exposed themselves to
0-Chlorobenzalmalononitrile gas,

also known as CS Gas. Spouses, who
were brave enough, broke the seal of
their mask to get the full gas chamber
experience.

HAALTEHDPYEIE, B SR IEE
SIROVRERZ LI, 5[ ERinTHMiE NI
BT AN BE T ORiNEL LT
HRFFBZREN Tl 127120, CO8HAT A
MITz— D2 AV - TADDIIBIEE
hizeo,

Ignoring the burning eyes and running
noses from the gas chamber, a modified
Combat Fitness Test challenged the
spouses’ will to push forward.

BB SO IWVAT 197 CHIEH OS5
ERLEEEOR) Zfio =ik, COBUWEE
W, iz b odiEiciis e Doz,

To conclude the day’s events, spouses

d

competed in a Pugil Stick competition
to add a hard fought day into their
memories.

COHBMUIEY T aN—R) VEAIL
Lo T V= Uz A Y - TAIEHITKE A
M, RAIICF v Lo U9 5720 Tldiah -
Teo L DIRAMD IR A D Z DI I E
ZRBTHIC. EDXHRTLZLTWEDN
ZXOWSHIRT BTN TEIZEVS,

For Cindy Robertson, a Jayne Wayne
Day participant, the event wasn’t just
physically and mentally challenging, but
it allowed her an in-depth view of what
her husband, and all Marines, went
through to earn the title.

A= B ORUEH . DXV K TH SR E
MEALGRBZL TR ZPLTTH,
BIRATENTEL L 1 EN—FY U EA,
CHr Gz B bk o T g B B AT Bl
LT 2FL0EROZI EENE L,
“It gives us a very small insight to what
our spouses truly went through,” said
Robertson. “It gives me a whole new
level of respect for every Marine that has
gone through recruit training.”

COH. ZMHEZDEARDRRL 57 2T A
bl 2% BLI-RUEET-BICIE T
AN 7 AR (IXAZHTI) H BTl
ST RN EDX 5B DEDON %
WIS TRTIKCA TN TE Feofz—H
TiEH-hEd,

The day tested multiple aspects of each
spouse’s body and mind. A few ice packs
and bandages later, the spouses got a
closer look and feel of what it’s like to be
a Marine; if only for a day.

T =201 TN REDREEIHEDMLEEMRT
BADCETY, KETIL. FREVEV T EHFEETECDAE
BITOET, IZ1—2-01 12014 BLOHERBICKEHE
RTHRLIe THYDAHEBDS 3> D11 > DEFTEXERIC
L/EEDTT,

| SA3RIIThhEEENE
C SmEShEOIT— T
I FAT NIRRT (B
ERRAORNEELIEL
N 18 ORATHSREE. XY
B 257 v DREIENTAE
OIiThbh. COE—BEH
Bl s<<or.

d

= A . - b L e o ;
Spouses battle in a Pugil Sticks match during H

ters and H

ters Squadron Jane Wayne Day aboard Marine Corps

Air Station lwakuni, Japan, May 31, 2014. The Pugil Sticks competition took place after the modified Combat Fitness Test and

concluded the day’s events.
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INTERVIEW WITH A SAILOR

http://www.mcasiwakunijp.marines.mil/

AVEAC2—DFEEIHEFL A R—VlERETT LA

A= MFREERITEEEMDI2013FE T )V—T %y b
FT WA — NTEIENE Uz, SHUS A EE NI B S
LiFEHERE O ORLEFHEHKAICGAENEHTY,
The eleventh interviewee in this series is Seaman
Recruit Rayborn (Builder Construction). Rayborn, who
was selected as the "2013 Blue Jacket of the Year" for
Marine Corps Air Station Iwakuni. This is awarded to the

most exceptional Sailor every year for MCAS Iwakuni.

B, Fiip, HE, SEFEHI TN

HHiE VRV LAR—2 T, HE 10HIZFE T20ICADE T,
HHEHHINE Y ¢ A2 S U T A=Y — T, BTIEKEER R (&
—EICFRBLTO T RO HZL TR, a7V -5
AEDOEE T ANTEHETE I FHAMNICE LB D HF A
TERDET,

What is your name, age, hometown, and job?

My name is Crystal Rayborn. I am about to turn 20 in a week
and a half. Hometown is Wausau, Wisconsin. My job in the
military is a Seabee, builder. I do construction work, anything
from concrete to rough framing. Basically if it doesn’t have to
do with piping and wires, I do it.

EEICRTENSSVWTT D ?BEICABELTENLSWTTH?
AEISRTHERICED I, CEEANOEMEIAY) 3tE s w2
E557D T, HEVFVFE->TNE T, 2014FD7 ATHFRICABKL
T2HITIEDE TG EDNRACE > TRFIDOEMEE TS,

How long have you been in Iwakuni? How long have you been
a Sailor?

In Iwakuni, I have been in for a year and a half now. I have
another year and a half (here). I've got three year orders. July
(2014) will be two years since I have became a Sailor. This is
my first duty station.

013 FEREMRESBERSISBEINELES. ZThERBLE
FFEDSASICECE LD ?

D EEER > TEICEDRDTES AT DI E LI IELWL
TEELTOTEFHERTWIRNENSTEIEELDHEHTETITH. C
NUTFED DR TOTINTZEWSFEHLT T,

You were selected as Blue Jacket of the year in 2013. How did
you feel when you heard that you are selected?

I was proud that the things I was doing were actually noticed.
One of those,where you are supposed to do right things, when
nobody is looking, but it was proof that people were watching.

BRFIEOWTESIDPLEFLKHATEW

o E R TR R OMERFE B2 LTO R I BIRUE, T AR—H'—
(ET RO DB IR E D BEEDNGEX S Te e I DR
IIREDERIZRZ T DL ARNERAL — I T TERLE T,
ZTNLIVZ L Bl TN T — R a— FONDOEIEREDFx
W LTS, fiag O FHE 9N TR OHERFE P T, fliak i
IR EDSEE LETHRABAEDADOTIH, T TE
WHHEEENZHFENHNEP>TOT T R ENEEETL T,
ZDF. COXSIBMEFEDERED T, Kie KEREKAC—K
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FAFERR T2 BNE T,

Please describe your job in more detail.

While I am here (in Japan), I help fix things, so then,
whenever I get a call for anything from your disposer that isn't
working, to somethings clogged, somethings broken, ML.Cs
and Seabees will help fix it. Otherwise during working hours
we also have, right now, “Crossroads” we are helping install
plumbing outside. Facilities in general is all maintenance.

The Facilities is split up between carpenters, plumbers, and
so on and so for. But, just wherever we can find work to keep
us busy is what the Seabees do. That is what we do here. The
actual Seabee is where we do construction, we’re pouring the
concrete, doing what Seabees do, building the buildings that
are needed at the airfields. Carpenter is the closest civilian
title, but I personally am a builder.
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What are the difficult part and the favorite part in your job?
Always the language barrier. When we are working with
MLCs, that’s difficult. A lot of times, we can pull our our phone
and start to translate that way, but that is not always an
option, when we are in middle of work, so it’s really hard to
get past the language barrier. The best part of the job here is
when we are getting dirty doing something. When I was able
to go down the hole, and I was the one digging. I love being me
person working. We built a lot of the trash enclosures. They
are done with blocks. I had a lot of fun putting those together.
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Do you have any difficulty as female servicemember?

Because of my job, especially, there is a need for a lot of brute
force. You need to have the actual muscular strengthen for
some things. Now, I am trying to go to the gym more, and I
am trying to get physically stronger, but I always find the way
around that. I will find the smart way to do things if I can. Or I
know, OK, one of the other guys can do this, I can’t have them
do it and have me at least help. So it’s difficult in that sense,
but it would never stop me or the guys at all.
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Why did you join the U.S. Navy?

I joined the Navy simply because they had the closest job that
I wanted. I didn’t care which branch I went into. I was trying
to find exactly what Seabees are. The Navy just happened to
be where the Seabees are. My mother had always encouraged
me to plan for my future. I never grew up wealthy or anything,
so the idea of me going to college would have been completely
paid by me. It gives me an extra step ahead of anybody else,
because I have been doing my job while in school. So she really
encourages the military, as did the rest of my family.
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If you were not a Sailor, what would you be doing now?

If I was not a Sailor, I would probably be in an apprenticeship
program trying to become a carpenter. Because again,
construction is where I want to be. I enjoy it.
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What site (in the U.S. or your home town) would you
recommend for Japanese tourists to the U.S.?

If you can deal with the cold, Wisconsin is beautiful. I miss
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home, you will find anything from valleys to hills. If anybody
likes water parks, Wisconsin has one of the biggest water
parks there and that is one of the things I look forward to
when going home. A water park is like roller coasters, but all
water, it’s fun. The largest one is Noah’s Ark Water Park (it is
America’s largest water park). I also like to go ice skating in
the winter.
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What is your favorite thing in Japan, such as food, place, etc.?
I've always loved Asian food anyway, so I am really happy
with going out in town, and I go to restaurants all the time.
That is one of my favorite things and then, the scenery here.

I love going on hikes and things like that. So, like if I need to
stay closer, I will go to Kintai (bridge) and go up to the Kintai
Castle. About this time last year, I actually did the Mt. Fuji
hike. I love the sites, it is just gorgeous here. (My) Home is
beautiful, but it is different type of beautiful to me.
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What is the most surprising thing in Japan for you?

How nice the people are. When I first got here, I lost a piece of
jewelry off base in a restaurant. I took it off to wash my hands,
and I forgot it. And I didn’t know the name of the restaurant or
anything. So actually about a week later, one of the MLCs that
understood me, they heard me talking, and said, “Oh, I can call
the restaurant for you.” And they (the restaurant) still had the
ring there, they gave me back when I visited. So, little things
like that, actually that is pretty big thing. It meant a lot to me,
it is really cool. Everybody, anytime I leave town, is very polite,
it’s nice.
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What do you want to experience in Japan in the near future?

I want to keep finding more hiking trails. I've been to Mt. Fuji
and Miyajima, but I want to keep finding new places to go.
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"Everybody, anytime I leave town, is very polite; it's nice."
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Retirement ceremony aboard MCAS Ilwakuni honors IHA, MLC employees
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Story and photos by Cpl. Benjamin Pryer
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Station residents and guests gathered at the Landing Zone
inside Club Iwakuni aboard Marine Corps Air Station
Iwakuni, Japan, June 25, 2014, for a retirement ceremony
recognizing the contributions of 33 Indirect Hire Agreement
and Master Labor Contract Japanese employees.
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Col. Robert Boucher, MCAS Iwakuni commanding officer and

guest speaker for the event, praised the retiring personnel for
their dedication over the years.
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“This group of retirees represents almost every walk of

life imaginable,” said Boucher. “We have electricians, fire
fighters, security guards ... you name the job, it’s represented
here. Collectively and individually, you have provided the
knowledge, skills and continuity which have been responsible
for the success of this air station over the years, and for that,
on behalf of every other commanding officer who came before
me, I want to thank you.”
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Being in the Marine Corps for almost 25 years, Boucher
complimented the retirees on their extensive service to the
station.

RADVEEASH UT—RIAD FABBOD—DIF - 4EE DR,
Z OHARNPEER DG FEIETENTE T, 2D /5 R M -4EE D
Al FE R ] 4 D 2R R B S A DRz RTE R
ITLTY, 1Tz —KIk,

“One of the biggest things I've been humbled by is how

many people have worked here for decades, who have seen
commanding officers come and go, Marines come and go for
decades,” said Boucher.
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Missie Hamano, an administration specialist and secretary

for the officer in charge of the Robert M. Casey Medical and
Dental Health Clinic, mentioned that her greatest
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accomplishment during her working career was cultivating
and establishing relationships between the Branch Health
Clinic and host nation hospitals.
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“I like English and I always liked Americans and America
ever since I was small, getting this job was meant to be,” said
Hamano.

BT BRI EATED, FRERLIZOHEZF>T0EE05,
While she may be retiring, Hamano said she’s still has goals to
attend to.

[CNDSEEFELTVRIL DT REAHVET, | LIEFEA[E
IFHEMEZND TETT L. RKOETEEDERDIZOL, EAD
BELTOBY UMy FOBIEDTFE0ET S TETT,

“I have a lot of things planned for my future,” said Hamano.
“I'm going to be a grandma, I want to work on my garden in
my back yard and my husband owns a BLT sandwich shop, so
I'm going to help him a little bit.”
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Col. Robert Boucher, Marine Corps Air Station |

i, Japan, ¢ ding officer, and Missie

aretiring Jap ployee, cut a cake during a retirement ceremony for Master
Labor Contract and Independent Hire Agreement employees that took place in the Landing
Zone inside Club Iwakuni Aboard Marine Corps Air Station lwakuni, Japan, June 25, 2014.

Photo by Cpl. Benjamin Pryer.



