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Cover photo:

Col. Robert V. Boucher, commanding officer, Marine Corps Air Station lwakuni,
Japan; Maj. Gen. Juan G. Ayala, commander, Marine Corps Installations
Command; and Takafumi Fujii, director general of the Chugoku-Shikoku Defense
Bureau cut a ceremonial ribbon signifying the official opening of new facilities
during the Marine Aircraft Group 12 and Marine Aviation Logistics Squadron 12
ribbon cutting ceremony aboard station March 27, 2014. For more details, see the
story on Page 3. Photo by Cpl. James R. Smith.
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Maj. Gen. Juan G. Ayala, commander, Marine Corps
Installations Command, gives his remarks about the
new hangars and buildings during the Marine Aircraft
Group 12 and Marine Aviati

Logistics Squadron 12
ribbon-cutting ceremony aboard Marine Corps Air
Station Iwakuni, Japan, March 27, 2014.

Photo by Cpl. Todd Michalek.
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VA LR AIAMLE
By Cpl. James R. Smith

201443 H27H / March 27, 2014

\‘ﬁﬁa’f 127847 KB (MAG-12) & 558
{ 12fiiZe flifnrh Bk (MALS-12) O Hiks
) & Z Ot fiiR O GE I AR 2 815 2K
WA3H27THITAEFIMD TS5 A 5142 T
Irbh RS, JEHE N HAR N KE D
L7z,

Service members, station residents and
distinguished visitors gathered on the
flight line aboard Marine Corps Air
Station Iwakuni, Japan, for a ribbon-
cutting ceremony March 27, 2014, to
celebrate the grand opening of new
hangars and facilities for Marine Aircraft
Group 12 and Marine Aviation Logistics
Squadron 12.

bt aWZYD ) (T30 R 7 S LD Y A ATt GV -
SR 9 2 P HBOR R Utlsiak CRSE

D FTHHbNTVS T HO e LT
SER LTz, ZOMho THIIBIEE kb T
H5,

The facilities are part of the ongoing
construction focused on rebuilding 77
percent of the station under the Defense
Policy Review Initiative.

HESEHE S =k T Tz — K
I HREZ LTSS 2L,

Col. Robert V. Boucher, commanding
officer, MCAS Iwakuni, started the
ceremony by welcoming those in
attendance.

NS PR DERICAH 5L T E ST
T RIEM BN, 1T v — K, TE
TS, TR DB ANNETH S8R HA
DHFEACHHLZ BT FRICESTHE
BHOLWRANTHEHADEEAIKKIZ. EA
TRITIEH U TORGH LR RV, |

“I would like to take a few minutes to
thank some of the people that made this

possible,” said Boucher. “First, I want to
thank our gracious hosts, the Japanese.
They have been wonderful hosts to us
and we can’t thank them enough.”

7Yz —RKIEEHCT, P E B R O B
iR bo Tz THBGRE . ROk
2B SR LTV B MAG- 1201 SEBk
WX Btk Ib Tz,

Boucher continued by giving praise

to the Chugoku-Shikoku Defense
Bureau, construction workers who built
the facilities and MAG-12 Marines

who continued to support the flying
squadrons as the move progressed.

Tz —RIEOEEDF DB L MAG-121i]
BONZ— KTV KIEDHREMEICD
WTibN7e,

Once Boucher finished his speech, Col.
Hunter H. Hobson, commanding officer,
MAG-12, gave his comments about the
new hangars.

a2 |- 1A 'Ir e it
Ehinal s oon s ol |

FENS kG L Z D% AICH 50PN,
HEIEHERR DFEIRIC BB K& —S%
HE5DLTVS, | EHRTV VR TThHD
fitias i, kO TUNSATIDEE > 7= h k72
KL TOS, HNSHERHARID ChETXD
ol s eid, TOHKOZE e
STRELHURATHS. |

“These hangars and the buildings
behind them represent a huge step in
the advancement of facilities here,” said
Hobson. “They represent better, more
prepared squadrons. More prepared in
terms of readiness and maintenance,
which are huge factors in our effort to
continue the stability in this region.”

RT VY RIEITHNT, e iiZE A
(IstMAW) BT DA T4 —T > « 52 —Hfief
LA SRS IR R O R T Y - T
TR Wi DRI T 28 DICDOV
TahiL7z,

Following Hobson’s remarks, Brig. Gen.
Steven Rudder, commanding general,

:\t_.‘_ e Py

1st Marine Aircraft Wing, and Maj. Gen.
Juan G. Ayala, commander, Marine
Corps Installations Command, spoke on
what the new buildings symbolize.

[CNSOFHRGHEE Bk iE 'L 2L EL
VHTTEIEME NS T TR, G
72 IR W BHARIC B B HK i [El D 15 ) BiAR 72 5
WIBEDTHS, 1TV [ThbD
YN, LR EEHAD AR E DHEMTS
LUVBRZ LTS, FADHABRH
ANDHIEEALBUEE TRE LG22 H
FTWABIEAHICHASELESTEDH
NSOk, |

“These hangars and buildings are more
than just mortar and brick; they truly
are the symbol of mutual cooperation
between two very strong allies,”

said Ayala. “They signify the great
relationship we have with the Japanese
military and are visible proof of the close
relationship we have, and have had, with
the Japanese government, and just as

important, the Japanese people.”

AWM 7Y SPI TR 7oz — K
Vi BT 2 Reh ek SO =Py R i
J e —HICT =Ty M UTH 7 L Bik%
MM SEEIE M R RBIC > Tz,

The ceremony concluded with the
commanding generals and commanding
officers, along with Takafumi Fujii,
director general for the Chugoku-
Shikoku Defense Bureau, cutting the
ceremonial ribbon indicating that the
new hangars are now fully operational.
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From left to right, Col. Robert V. Boucher, commanding officer, Marine Corps Air Station Iwakuni, Japan; Maj. Gen. Juan G. Ayala, commander, Marine Corps Installations Command; Takafumi

Rudd

Fujii, director general, the Chugoku-Shikoku Def Bureau; Brig. Gen. Steven

dingg I, 1st Marine Aircraft Wing; and Col. Hunter H. Hobson, commanding officer,
Marine Aircraft Group 12, cut a ceremonial ribbon signifying the official opening of new facilities during the MAG-12 and Marine Aviation Logistics Squadron 12 ribbon-cutting ceremony
aboard station March 27, 2014. Photo by Cpl. Todd Michalek.
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1:Col. Robert V. Boucher, commanding officer, Marine Corps Air Station Iwakuni, Japan, and Maj. Gen. Juan G. Ayala, commander of Marine Corps Installations Command, greet
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dist
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d

ts during the Marine Aircraft Group 12 and Marine Aviation Logistics Sq on 12 ribbon-cutting ceremony aboard station March 27, 2014. Photo

by Cpl. Todd Michalek.

EH2:38270. BEFE12RITARB (MAG-12) LB R 12T 4G HE (MALS-12) DFIEMES Z DthiEEe OIEVEAMMERSNAEDIA I3 RiENFRE. ER:TUvY-J21=VJRR.
2: Cameramen from Japanese media outlets record during the Marine Aircraft Group 12 and Marine Aviation Logistics Squadron 12 ribbon-cutting ceremony aboard station

March 27, 2014. Photo by Lance Cpl. Alissa Schuning.

EH3:38270. BEF12RITAR (MAG-12) LB R 12T AN (MALS-12) DFFISMESZ DR O IEVEAMMERSNATRE TS, B—BRMEAR SN T—I V55—
R BH My FRER—01v7ER.
3 : Brig. Gen. Steven Rudder, commanding general, 1st Marine Aircraft Wing gives his remarks about the new hangars and buildings during the Marine Aircraft Group 12 and

Marine Aviation Logistics Squadron 12 ribbon-cutting ceremony aboard Marine Corps Air Station lwakuni, Japan, March 27, 2014. Photo by Cpl. Todd Michalek.

EH4:38270. BEFE12RITAR (MAG-12) LB R 12T AR (MALS-12) DFFiEMES Z Dt OIEVE AR ER SR TR 73, EEEMF SOOI V1—KEE
H byF-vh—01v7{ER,
4: Col. Robert V. Boucher, commanding officer, Marine Corps Air Station Iwakuni, Japan, gives his remarks about the new hangars and buildings during the Marine Aircraft

Group 12 and Marine Aviation Logistics Squadron 12 ribbon-cutting ceremony aboard Marine Corps Air Station Iwakuni, Japan, March 27, 2014. Photo by Cpl. Todd Michalek.

EE5:38270. BEB12RITAB (MAG-12) LR B 12fZ MR (MALS-12) OFRMEL Z O O EXEAMMERS R THRE TS, BRE12RTABRARDN/2— KTV
YRE BRI VIALX-ASRER

5: Col. Hunter H. Hobson, commanding officer, Marine Aircraft Group 12 gives his remarks about the new hangars and buildings during the Marine Aircraft Group 12 and Marine

Aviation Logistics Squadron 12 ribbon-cutting ceremony aboard Marine Corps Air Station lwakuni, Japan, March 27, 2014. Photo by Cpl. James Smith.
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'Yamata-no-Orochi" Ma
ria. The play

WAR-FIVASLE
By Lance Cpl. Luis A. Ramirez

20144E3H8H / March 8, 2014

* KRG LRI BE SN, 3181,
[l%‘lil%ﬂﬁ'éﬁﬁ%éhf: R 2 L
RITHBMEADEE->TE
The echo of Taiko drums resonated
throughout the lunchroom as station
esidents participated in the Japanese

erican Society Culture Festival

d Marine Corps Air Station
akuni, Japan, March 8, 2014.

CHUXH K2 JAS) DV HEAE T2 2 ek}
JE5% T, I NS bz
0 — N — DA T 2 TITIAEE
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\ttendees gathered inside the Matthew
Perry High School cafeteria to take
part in the annual free culture festival

resented by the JAS.

COLSSTIE, B E A HAD B E
{BFRDMAER T E 2 ARBRITIZETAER D
WM FEEMTENTO,

The event gave station residents the
opportunity to experience Japanese
customs and traditions. These
experiences included several interactive
events such as Ikebana flower
arrangements, Origami and Japanese
calligraphy.

IO BS TR TEX LI 1&
FHTDIX JASEEDNEIIL-ILT 4 A
Eh [TO LS ZHUT T B D, A
MOHEZAIC B MEATOSEO L
ZHI>TELS 7T, S i TH
AALZ ARSI DR A>TV S
DI TEHVIEEA, TIHH, 2O LTz
WU T, BT DT B DD T A
ANCHHNTHA L ZAKBLTESS /i
AR D T,
‘We have been hosting this festival
7 years,” said Javier Martinez,
president of JAS. “Our motivation
doing this event is simply to show
munity the culture that is all
around them. We know that everyone
can’t always go out in town to see these
pes of things, so this is a way to bring
e to them.”

ISR BRIRETHZE DK DB L, TR
BIEPERIC LS TREZEH L —H#EIC

BRNXEDRE —M.CARY—BIRTHKILE

Japar ese, American culture unite at M.C. Perry High School

YR LZE-Tz,

After a Taiko drum performance by
members of JAS, the audience got the
chance to test their rhythm skills by
going on stage and playing along with
the performers.

HORSEBZRTHEO T, LIEH AR RE R O
BEEARK AT REE (P <52 /40
F)Ih LiiEhiz,

Following the Taiko drum concert,
members of the Fire Snake Theater
reenacted a Kagura performance of
“Yamata-no-Orochi.”

[JNIBEREE & AT D73 KE D SIE K
ENF=AY /A /7Iabh FRERIEL, N
R 2B E LONTZEN8 D, LUENS
Do NI RIEL - T2 5556,
“Yamata-no-Orochi” depicts the tale of a
Shinto god named Susano-o, who, after
expulsion from Heaven due to his bad
behavior, finds himself battling Yamata-
no-Orochi, an eight-headed and eight-
tailed serpent that terrorized people and
destroyed houses.

KIgD LTI, phas ORI K72 fHBE
T BIDIMERDMEHNTI SN T, ahsic
HeR TR MA T .,

As part of the play, members of the

Fire Snake Theater dressed in dragon
costumes armed with fireworks

to portray the fiery breath of the
mythological fiend while adding flair to
their performance.

FZoESRE fAT=BIASH 1 ET 5 2<
DANVEDIBLDIFAD T, 1&FET
DI JASDAF LR, TAI— DIVX—EA,
FCDOULRED KSR ANY b E ST
LT 7 AU A NG EAC I D THASL
bz kB 5 KH1cEDET,

“This is one of many events we host,”
said Amy Elder, the head of education for
JAS. “It’s events like this that get people
out in town to experience the Japanese
culture.”

IVE—EARIO LD IS ANV
EIEMfETEHLZETERLAILTED. 5
BDJASDA XY MZEZLDANRIZBIMLT
ELOLEGHELTWS,

Elder said she looks forward to hosting
events like the culture festival, and she
looks forward to seeing more people
attend upcoming JAS hosted events.

MCAS Iwakuni
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American, Japanese students participate in 2014 U.S.-Japan Friendship Concert
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Students from Matthew C. Perry High School sing during the Zm‘ll.s.-Japan Friendship Concert that took place inside the

Iwakuni Sinfonia Feb. 15.
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By Cpl. Benjamin Pryer

2014%4:2H15H / February 15, 2014

> ) VT7AZTAEBET2H15H, 12014H
KB — b S
W< a— - RY—/NERE A, Sk
LA A DN AL, AR D ERED
Sz,
Students from Matthew C. Perry
Schools and students from local schools
participated in the 2014 U.S.-Japan
Friendship Concert that took place
inside the Iwakuni Sinfonia Feb.15,
2014.

COPEEa Y — 2L T H RO Fitf
BREVIARETULD DAV 258 S
TENTER,

The friendship concert gave American
and Japanese children an opportunity

to strengthen cultural ties between the
countries’ younger generations.

LD Y — b e ENS. 5
FEOaVY—FOGMZEDTEE LT, &
il 9 DX M.CAY—/ VAR DT IREGH. 7
YART 7 —-F IS4, TRt {EK5L
W T LTz, RA =B I3 AU A Oz #Ro,
HAD b —FICHADMREARRLE
Ul I e > TR B2 2 B8R 3 5 RN D
LUV THY ., MRICHASULZ KR 5
BzictabE L,

“We’ve been planning this for the past
year, since the last one ended,” said
Christopher Kimmey, M. C. Perry
Elementary School music teacher.

“It’s just a great experience. We get

to sing American songs and then

we sing Japanese songs with our
Japanese friends, so it’s an unbelievable
performance opportunity for the students
and also a cultural opportunity as well.”

a2 — MO, PP ER ) Ok
HasOn i AR ORI R Z ., GIEE
Hin) 5 E O N—b TV — KIEDRE,
The concert started with opening
remarks from TakafumiFujii, the
Chugoku-Shikoku Defense Bureau
director general, Yoshihiko Fukuda, the
Iwakuni city mayor, and Col. Robert
Boucher, the commanding officer of
Marine Corps Air Station Iwakuni.

[Coary—rzpfE. &, XELTh
FeEEAEZRIERLTVET, J& T vr—
K. T2O—r Al ERDEEANZOO
VY= DD LETT-ce B TEHE
DIZBVET, RO itf= B h—HEIcie
L. S HOavy—bThnhba->Tz/HiE.
WO EREDBAHELRDZTLLI WO
WEREUIN LI N—E=—13. BB OMA
TR TOREB R ZREMLTOET,

CORBRIIHH ZIC B TR REERL. B
&2 RO FE B B 2 )T 5 TLE D, |
“I would like to thank everyone who had
a hand in sponsoring, planning for and
putting on this concert,” said Boucher.
“I'm very proud of what the students
have achieved over the past month.

I'm also certain that the experiences
they shared at the joint rehearsals and
in today’s concert will last their whole
lifetimes. Their musical harmony, in
many ways, symbolizes the international
harmony that exists between our two
cultures and this experience will foster
growth in the community and expand
the global vision of all its participants.”

LTk B ha s Y — Miflc—#KIC
WM UTREZIZE A EDER IR I N
W ZNDICE, ki TBHVL O
ZWDBIDIT T ERRDB R TON T,
While most of the time the performers
spend together is focused on practicing,
enough time is allotted to allow for
bonding moments in other ways as well.

I red ra 1 ok - B e A TALS B el b A = €A QR
HOBII TR AEZINDE LT, J2FI—
B TRV BRHATESLTOVET, A
BV ILEO S EE LT, ke
DIZWEBS TS AL, MIRTT,

“We don’t just perform together, but we
also have a gathering afterwards where
we have snacks,” said Kimmey. “We're
over here in Japan, so why not do it, if
everyone is willing to come together and
use music as a universal language, then
why not?”

VY —MIT T a— - RY—ZR L
VEFERR N E R 0 W RIS K B K S 28 THEE )
ThiE-T=,

The concert began with a drum
performance between M.C. Perry
students and the Iwakuni Municipal
Hashirano Elementary School, in which
they played the drum title “Yakushin.”

Zoftict Ir—jbe=a—-T—)LRy, ¢

— 77— P T—)VR) HARERICKZHHET

23X F I hiz,

Other popular titles featured in the
concert were “A Whole New World,” “We
Are the World” and a joint performance
of “Sukiyaki.”

AETARHZ N Z T RS Y — M
201 VAEDSIHEREE N TV 5,

This concert marks the fourth rendition
of the U.S.-Japan Friendship Concert,
which first started in 2011.

MCAS Iwakuni
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Service members teach English, build bonds

TYh=AOLEL R E
By Lance Cpl. Antonio Rubio

20144E1H28H / January 28, 2014

B RO 2B O — B
AU T 1H28H. 3244 DA EFB IR 5
WHEZEEZRERZHRIL,
Thirty-two service members aboard
Marine Corps Air Station Iwakuni,
Japan, participated in a community
relation visit to Ekimae Hoikuen Pre-
School hosted by the Marine Memorial
Chapel in Iwakuni, Japan, Jan. 28, 2014.

COMBTHREEHAD Fit7b e 8L,
HALT AV O RhF IR Z RS ST L
WTE,

The visit gave service members an
opportunity to interact with Japanese
youth and strengthen the Japanese-
American relationship.

ISHRERZSRLIzOR, R OEX
MY BZT HOCOHANDEBEAL
LMY 57T, JLihT DR, A EIEHIZ
2VEHEMBEOY X SV a3 A,

“The purpose of today’s visit was to teach
Japanese students English and improve
the friendship between the Japanese
locals and Americans,” said Noriko
Yamada, administrative specialist with
Marine Memorial Chapel.

YIZEACKB LI RE RO ER
D BFORBZ I TRGEICEWITTE
o 172805, LTOR BRI RLF—IcHE
NI B B AAGEL JEE T DS,
HWEONZRORDSED B> T, S
HORGEMETITR TN 2 BART
fti=bDHIZ HERILBWRELEAES
IZE>TWVie,

All it takes is walking out the front door
and visiting friends to make a difference,
according to Yamada. Children with

an unbelievable amount of energy run
ecstatically through the gym screaming
and laughing in two different languages.
The students’ eyes were as big as the
moon because their military friends
came to play.

WA 104ERIT, FEHEN O BR R EI IS
H2 11 FRONHEE LR B Z R LT
W3,

For the past 10 years, service members
aboard station participate in visits to 11

14 BEBEEEM

different schools in the Iwakuni area.

CHIHERIE O B BRI R O R NI LTS
NELI YA EA TS5 H B D5
MLtz A BIcATOTIELLT
IO RELESTE. THERATVT
NiHLMnExd, )

“The schools are appreciative of the
military visit,” said Yamada. “I hope the
kids have memories of us, and when
they get older cherish them for years to
come.”

AZEAMBERMDOITY - VAT, T
HIFR B DO HEAMREEITOR T NB L
W EHRIEBICERERBEDHET, &
ah g ST TR, YA SRR H &
BTV E S TORRFFBICADIVTNS
bt 8

Yasue Miyoshi, a teacher at
EkimaeHoikuen Pre-School, described
the event as impactful to the children.
Miyoshi said she notices each school
year, students’ enthusiasm to interact
with service members.

MBI ROl AL —FRICESTE
ERLAICLTVIZOT, ZOHZET 2L
BULAEDNSI>TO0E Lz 133 vk T
RERIZAH DN SIRFOE T EEDOYIDIC
BEEOHEIAIRTI Mz T itz bl
ANRHIDZTBATI N, 5 TIREEN S
DT eZ2fr->THRADHEEAIRTDOWLT
VWEXT,

“The kids were so excited about this visit
because they wanted to play with the
service members,” said Miyoshi. “School
started in April, and with the first visit,
the children were shy. Now they’re used
to Americans and want to engage with
them first.”

HEECES 17 1RR SR B (MWSS-171) . 7
—FY—ER - ARIYYAFDIL A&
AXA SRR REEZGRIUT, S o
Pl BIRC. RV T4 7 ZIEL BT
W TEREFELT,

Lance Cpl. Clemente Jimenez, food
service specialist with Marine Wing
Support Squadron 171, described

the event as a breath of fresh air and
enjoyed volunteering his time.

CEE O P 7 BIT IR 2B ATED, il
AT LD Z BT H L, j e X%
AL THDBINTERRI T4 7ICid
TEHREIBMUT, i biciilizBA

fen BV, b oz ikl b h
BHBATINT RTBRIELD S T2D T LS
WTITENTEEL,

“T got to go out to teach and play with
the youth of Iwakuni and it was an
amazing time,” said Jimenez. “Every
single opportunity I get I will take to
help teach the kids. They enjoy our
company and we enjoy theirs because
today they bring joy to my heart.”

Zofiict, B TR M TS
MTEROLERT VT4 T7 D ZRAEL
THEL.T—FDIIHHTWVBEBEADHAN
LOFPZIEOFUT TS,

The Marine Memorial Chapel provides
multiple opportunities for service
members aboard station to participant in
their various events, which continue to
build the foundation with their Japanese
neighbors’ right outside the gate.

EHRLA28A. EEHDAEFAFFENEARE—RICEXLZF
FRTES EERNOBE, COR. EEEhOBRRIEEES
DR EFH TREFBR LML,

Top : Service members aboard Marine Corps Air Station
Iwakuni, Japan, play on an oversize inflatable tube with
students from Ekimae Hoikuen Pre-School Jan. 28, 2014, in

a community relation visit hosted by the Marine Memorial

Chapel.

ERA:1A280. EEHNAEFXFFET. BRE—HIE—F
F—IVEESTEZEERMOBRE. COH. EEEEOBRRISE
T EOMETEHTREEEHML.

Left : Service members aboard Marine Corps Air Station
Iwakuni, Japan, inflate beach balls as they prepare to

play with students from Ekimae Hoikuen Pre-School, Jan.
28, 2014, in a community relation visit hosted by Marine

Memorial Chapel.
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M.C. Perry Elementary School hosts Mikan presentation

TVh=F LA RE
By Lance Cpl. Antonio Rubio

20144E1H30H / January 30, 2014

L St <3 2 — XY —/NERHAE
ATE T UASOM. B AR A 7
N RO Y EE BUE A R Z A RN
REAENOE REEHIGER S Z
WMATz,

Matthew C. Perry Elementary School
hosted Iwakuni Mayor Yoshihiko
Fukuda and several members of the
local Iwakuni Agricultural and Societal
Cooperative Associations during a
mikan-presentation at the M.C. Perry
Elementary Gymnasium aboard Marine
Corps Air Station Iwakuni, Japan, Jan.
30, 2014.

C OO HIE A E T REANRY —/hiE
B WR R DR OB 2D, 1itizH D&
WORFFLEB TE8, COH, RV —/hE
BICIZ 20D AP ADS NIz,

16 I TBEBEEEN

The purpose of the event was to build
a better sense of appreciation and
understanding between Iwakuni
residents and the M.C. Perry students.
The local Iwakuni Agricultural and
Societal Co-op presented M.C. Perry
Elementary School with 20 boxes of
mikans.

FHAZHAOHIEITR Y YY) O
[l HAR D&M 2t e D —D,

The mikan is a Japanese citrus fruit
resembling a tangerine. It is seen as a
significant symbol of Japan’s agricultural
export business.

[ AV A DIk 7= H DR D b
AZETERLAILLTINTVLASZENEL
Il H b B AZ E S5
BZHORTERLHTENTEX L, (L5
T ORI TR EE ML O SR (B
EWla K.

“It’s a great illustration of how American
children look forward to this annual gift,

and I did feel their heart in excitement
(of having mikan) here on site,” said
Motoi Yoshimura, Director General &
Chairman from Yamaguchi Oshima
Agricultural Cooperative Association.

RS AL RO D, B EILHY
SRS E O AIILRE S 25 5 ¢
MEDA ALK IV AHIA K G EE R
BHANHAOF TR e AIGELELR,
In addition to Mayor Fukuda and
chairman Yoshimura, Kazunori Hayata
from Iwakuni Hirojirushi Seika Co. Ltd.
president-director, Mitsuo Okada from
Iwakuni Produce Brokers’ Association
chairman and Hitoshi Kihune

from Iwakuni Produce Commission
Merchants Association chairman also
attended.

HH A EUITERY—NARDO WL 8
BB L WREOEDH [ TH
AN RIS 200 5D E L UTZ,
All of the elementary school students

and staff attended the mikan
presentation. Several students, who
were on stage during the presentation,
expressed their sincere appreciation for
the mikans.

RN OHE UTHE O 2D HInA %
W TIZEB XIS SHETAEHICKR
DET, COXIEITHZHRLTOIE. ZD
ITRZRBAEDELAHICTEEIICKED. 7
DEMBEALEAREIGH>TVEET, J2
i gD RNV—NERD.LIAY 2 T—,
T —-Ix— )VEA [HDAME AN DS
LHIRE AT BRI TEHTET. TH5LT.
MDA E AL I E N L DRI EL 75
S>TWDTY,

“For four years now, they have made a
presentation of mikans as a gesture of
friendship and when you have such an
ongoing event, it gains more and more
meaning because everyone looks forward
to it,” said Larry Wahl, a psychologist at
M.C. Perry Elementary School. “They
hear the mikan presentation takes place,
kids get excited and it continues to grow
the relationship between Japanese locals
and residents here on base.”

Ft7-BIE oM RIS T2 5
ICREB KD FERICD T > T Uil 572
%9,

The opportunity to be a part of the

event was something the children
in attendance could take away and
appreciate in the years to come.

(AT B LS TZTT, JERET
DIF MLCARY—D 54 F T - I ANY
SR Q0. PRDBAIRL —HHITENT:
WTYS |

“The mikans taste really good,” said Kia
Craven, 10, an M.C. Perry fifth grader.
“I would like to share this gift with
everyone in the school.”

T A—IVEAR DRED iR 0
PRIKTINB0ZH T, it btk
ICE>THELR - QICRAILVHIXFFBEN
PFEZBDTY, JLiRT,

Wabhl said it’s a great opportunity for
these kids to see dignitaries come to the
school and have these important men
help inspire the students to become
important members of society.

O LT BITE D LD ARDBHY,
WS FERE A TERMIICIGHET 5 TLE
o JEEMEA TERETT IR B LIC
o TE NY—/INVERTHHAENZZDH
DADWKRDFitTzBIc > T D0
IR ZE->TVEY,

“These American children have a
brilliant future, and they could do great
things actively involved in the global

EEL1A30E. EEEMON) - EREFFETITONHHAMERT, MEEESFET1-T5 (EESA If Your Happy and You

community,” said Yoshimura. “No matter
where they may be in the future, I hope
the mikan oranges they enjoyed at M.C.
Perry Elementary School will become
their favorite memory.”

HREART AR TEEATINMSD
T.COMBRISHRETESRRIFMELT
WEW e ERELTE,

Yoshimura also said since the gift
delights children so much, he is positive
to continue this event in the future as
much as possible.

FANETH S HA LK H DB RZ I
X, HEVHBBRICT B, TOXSHIGE)
ITHREL TS, HitT= B ETZNAETEN,
fHA E RS ET N O R E G A
FRE O T IEHYENIZT — S DH D
Lz Alid 2 LA TE, & R TR S D&
BLERMICRBT LN TES,

The ability to have a successful and
fruitful partnership between a host nation
and the U.S. military has its roots in
events such as this one. Iwakuni Mayor
Fukuda and several members of the

local ITwakuni Agricultural and Societal
Co-op help make better, well-rounded
ambassadors, even if they are still in
elementary school by giving station
residents the opportunity to experience
the cultures outside their gates.

Know It) s AFFECHINY —NERDRELIEFTIRERD AV \—, 2O RADFEAREEEAHREEETHTHOF RENFTHE

AHFEOETADSHICRDbNT,

Top : Members of the Student Council with Matthew C. Perry Elementary School lead "If Your Happy and You Know It" in

Japanese for lwakuni Mayor Yoshihiko Fukuda and several members of the local Iwakuni Agricultural and Societal Cooperative

Associations during a mikan-presentation at the M.C. Perry Elementary gymnasium aboard Marine Corps Air Station lwakuni,

Japan, Jan. 30, 2014.

BEEEA30H. SEEHMON) - EREFFETITONHFDOAMERT A - ERREROAVN-L—HILTEREBHETS. 8

BREEEHREEEATHOERINFTHSHFEEOETA.

Left : lwakuni Mayor Yoshihiko Fukuda and several members of the local Iwakuni Agricultural and Societal Cooperative

Associations pose for a picture with members of the Student Council with Matthew C. Perry Elementary School during a mikan-

presentation at the M.C. Perry elementary gymnasium aboard Marine Corps Air Station lwakuni, Japan, Jan. 30, 2014.
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TIYY a2 VT RE
By Lance Cpl. Alissa P. Schuning

20144:2H22H / February 22, 2014

FIR =R ZINT X 5T H2H22

H. &5 ESEH TR E A i o4 alkt
MBREEMELZ, TR =R AT X
757 HEEE 1 2/ 24 hlifn P Bk (MALS-12)
s ORME b TSR0 L,
The Marauders Spouse Club hosted a
sushi making class for station residents,
Feb. 22, 2014, aboard Marine Corps Air
Station Iwakuni, Japan.

[l A AKTYAMAD A —F—_ Fkili bd kB
ARSI T4 T TilihihiZ2Hsh, DDEED
YEO S 2T AV NS B ICBZ T,

Keijiro Akiyama, owner of Akiyama
Sushi, along with other Japanese
volunteers, donated their time to teach
spouses how to make Norimaki.

DB EINHRAZIETEOTOB
A ul,

Norimaki is a type of sushi consisting
of rice, seafood and other foods rolled in
dried seaweed sheets.

B B ORRH DX > THUDIED %
HASULZBATESS RIS LR TL
1o JERET DR R TIR =R AT X T5
TREDTLY - HARIX A EA,

“It’s a great opportunity for the spouses
to get the chance to learn how to make

18 BEBEEEM

. J’ﬁ%ﬂ’éﬁo'ﬂ*f’ﬂﬁ’)

-
Spouses‘m‘ake su

sushi and learn about the Japanese
culture,” said Teresa Castaneda,
Marauders Spouse Club president.

Thttp://www.japan-guide.comJic k5 &,
BAURROANEHARD —DTHY. H
ANDHTIREANXADDHZEHARED—DT
£,5%,

Sushi is one of the most famous
Japanese dishes from Japan and one

of the most popular dishes among the
Japanese themselves, according to http:/
www.japan-guide.com.

TAAILICBR T 2 AN FDIESH, Bk
HOWEAT-BRBNLID 5N H5C
EWOMOELT 1 EETTDR.ITT DAY

N=D—NTHB. V747 - AVFLAEA,
“What I discovered here is that if it
involves the Japanese culture, the
spouses tend to come out more,” said
Lidia Gonzalez, a Marauders Spouse
Club member.

EOLBLEADZEELU TR TERIVYLA
AR, TARRKOEIHEDIZS Y, Bfl#
TORMZRUNCL TR LIECE T, &t
HIU 72 R 73 50 Ha e P 7 BREE, Sl
NTOETEDH AR T, BB Ok
FZNFEERETII AU,

Gonzalez, a long-time military spouse,
explained that there is more focus

placed on camaraderie between spouses
overseas than back in the U.S. Spouse
bonding becomes less of a priority with

the extra distractions, more comfortable
surroundings and a life outside of the
military gates.

(757 LTI KEDORBHZEDOEEAD
HATHERTZR LD IAB K IThlEL
TOVET, JEHARRE 2R, TR B E
TV L TV B KH%EDTY, MOk
BRIZZHAILTEHILE HLVEEN
DHIEEAL—RICLTNE T, )

“As a club, we focus on bettering the
spouses experience out here in Japan,”
said Castaneda. “We are kind of isolated
in a foreign country and getting to know
our fellow spouses and our community
makes it easier to adapt to a new place.”

2757 DEEIEMALS-12DEMEHE DO HICR
Y A NQAY-YOR/A b B i Y i Nl €8
HNEBBRDOBEMBE L ZDT A &S NT 5T
LWTES,

Although the club membership is
exclusive to spouses of Marine Aviation
Logistics Squadron 12, the event was
open to spouses and guests from all units
aboard station.

CEEREHNG e T/ DRI TY, 201

B MDD ET=bE K NIckBTe
BRBHETTHS, TOXSBANY FHRITH
DDTY, JIEHARX R ZE 757 Ofid
I A2 T 50— BVD DS
IRDTZENDTIH, LT ERLAERIC
HoTOES LRI S OMBEZYL % %
W5, AARE—HICCOXSTEE "D

BHRABDIIIELNMAR T, |

“Iwakuni is a very small base, so
befriending spouses from other units

is inevitable and they can benefit from
these events also,” said Castaneda. “We
only started inviting guests to our events
a year and a half ago and so far, it has
been an extremely positive experience.
I am very supportive of all my fellow
spouses and enjoy the opportunity to
share with the spouse community.”

RTIR—A AT XI5 THZDEI %%
BRERETEEDIR AN—RRT T+
THEEERF B 2R > TOR BT,
The Marauders Spouse Club is able

to provide the spouses with these
opportunities through the generosity of
members and volunteers.

MALS-120BHE TE TE¥TT, 1ZL
AREDANDH R ZFF>TOETH, ZNTERT T4 72L&
FELTRNBNHETY, JIE AR R ZRIIFHL ., "
TRTUT4T 2T BICBRIFELOMHIRV TV IR TE1:0D &
R 2 bR TR ASHEV DO THER TR HDERA. TN T
& BRSO FM A IR B IS RT T4 7 LTINET, )
“We've gotten pretty lucky with the spouses in MALS-
12. A lot of them have jobs, but still choose to volunteer,”
explained Castaneda. “It’s a big thing because it’s taking
time away from their families and time to relax, but they
decide to come out and support the unit and the base.”

BEAEDNIZLSTHETAES TV DRI TIE
W 2N B ORBHE D EEICAL—RIGEIETE2E5. % T
T AETORBEZMDEZLDENVEDICTSHIC. T W
GRE—=R AT XI5 TR TS,

For most people, it’s not a simple task to just pick up and
move to a foreign country, but the Marauders Spouse
Club uses their time and energy to try to make the
transition for spouses smoother and the experience better
all around.

|
BEHLED2A2H.3575—R - ZRINOX 05T EEDHERE
TOVEEDIEERRTS. RS/ TATHRIEOA Y +-3F
A%h,
Top : Michiyo Okazaki, a Jag | , d rates

how to make Norimaki during a sushi making class hosted

by the Marauders Spouse Club, Feb. 22, 2014, aboard Marine

Corps Air Station Iwakuni, Japan.

BEH2A228. 3595 —R RNV 5T EHOHERET
DYEEREBZTYYT— Q3271 H—ER (MCCS) DRIFER
F=I%— FV-HIITER,

Middle : Kieu Garcia, personal financial manager with Marine

Corps Community Services, makes Norimaki during a sushi

making class hosted by the Marauders Spouse Club, Feb. 22,

2014, aboard Marine Corps Air Station lwakuni, Japan.

BEHT:2A22B. 3595 —R RNV 5T EEDHERET
BMEICOVEEDIEYE %R ES. EEEFFAKIYAMAOF —7
= #LSEREBEA,

Bottom : Keijiro Akiyama, owner of Akiyama Sushi, shows

spouses how to make Norimaki during a sushi making class

hosted by the Marauders Spouse Club, Feb. 22, 2014, aboard

Marine Corps Air Station Iwakuni, Japan.
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Japanese soldiersjjoin Marines'forEnglishle

2A270. SEEMTITONREEFHED., T E - (REPERAEH (M-ATV) (CEST

FERG, ELAGKA,

A member of the Japanese Ground Self-Defense Force reads while sitting in a

mine-resistant ambush protected all-terrain vehicle, Feb. 27, 2014, during an

English clinic aboard Marine Corps Air Station Iwakuni, Japan.

PE L B@EBH R =y 7B

THhTEY. ELAGBRO—BRIChI-3XELIF—D—ETHS,

through a mine-resi:

aboard Marine Corps Air Station |

i, Japan. The Ei

Affairs Office as part of a weeklong English seminar held for members of the JGSDF.

2A278. EEEHTITON - FERHER, F/A-18DF—2 v FDIvIEY FNZERF TSR EARMKEA.
"Members of the Japan Ground Self-Defense Force look in the cockpit of an F/A-18D Home.t, Feb: 2'7,'20.
. — g
durlng-an English clinic aboard Marine Corps Air Station, Iwakuni, Japan.

2A270, EEEMTITONI-REFHER, M E - REMERRER (M-ATV) R 5H5FD L5270 —REFET. R
B171EREZIRPEE (MWSS-171) . EFREREF R DV 3—J AN RIKH, EEBEGRERHRETSOFEIRFE

\

Capt. George lvascu, motor transport company c der with Marine Wing Support Squadron 171, talks to
Capt. Yushi Nakamura, officer in charge of the English program with the Japan Ground Self-Defense Force, while
h protected all-terrain vehicle, Feb. 27, 2014, during an English clinic

lish clinic is an annual event hosted by the station Public

L

FAEY R I 2—A ek
By Lance Cpl. D. A. Walters

20144:2H27H / February 27, 2014

LY i 226, 27THD - H
AT 1B LR RO b D S IHE
FEL 7z,

Japan Ground Self-Defense Force
soldiers came aboard Marine Corps Air
Station Iwakuni, Japan, for an annual
English clinic held by the station Public
Affairs Office Feb. 26-27.

COWHEIZRE | ARk mEE ., 5513
RS 7o TS EIIC b T2 5 Yk
YIF—D—ET, DI F-EEAED
TOEIC (a2 = —av iGEhE N 7 A
B ZZERL TR 35,

The English clinic was part of a
weeklong annual English seminar
conducted by the 13th Brigade
Headquarters on Camp Kaitaichi,
concluding with the Test of English for
International Communication.

JEER T AGHIERBITH S

ETS (Educational Testing Service) D%
791 b (http://www.ets.org) ICK S

&, TOEICIZ TEIBX M7 BREE TS N 2R D H
WIGHRE N 22 WERREN T AT TH S,
The TOEIC is an English language
proficiency test that measures

the everyday English skills of

people working in an international
environment, according to https://www.
ets.org.

CRuLEHIBS 2202V AEKRRICE
ST IO EHIIEHICHET, 1Lk d
DI, P EEERR, JEahE0E P T O
AT 27— PR, T34 DILEEREN)
M BT 3EE oI st L
LE9J, .

“It’s very important for the soldiers to
learn English because we do a lot of
training with U.S. Military members,”
said Capt. Yushi Nakamura, officer in
charge of the English program with the
JGSDF. “The better we are at English,
the more effective the training will be.”

FEHENC, BE R A DGR AR D78
IR U Diah o T b, Pk 7zl
B2 o7, AR RIS RN O
R R L HEE TR LRSS LT, T
AL 1k BE, DX LR IETD- T2
et AP R

Their time spent on MCAS Iwakuni was
less about learning the language and
more about applying it. The Japanese
soldiers had the opportunity to interact
and converse with Marines in English,
a chance that they rarely receive, said
Nakamura.

MEEXICIEGE T RATES. LR TL
Teo J1ERHT D, VGRBE RO ED —
AN RA X AL F HHE, TH O YEE
REJ) RIS AGRE ) 2 LERBTENT
TEL.

“It was a great opportunity to have a
real conversation in English,” said Sgt.
Yasuyuki Yamada, an English seminar
student with the JGSDF. “I really
improved1l my English skills, especially
the conversation portion.”

FhALT RNk B L. LR BRI
TN B LR R
AT DIGHCAEZFDOTENTE:
&I,

According to Nakamura, the Marines
were eager to talk and that helped build
the soldiers’ confidence.

WHETIXHEEDFE B OPEE R E L O
INATy bR —)Vak Gy, S L i o
Mo 1Rz R LTz,

During the clinic, the JGSDF members
received a pronunciation class, played
basketball with the Marines and viewed
static displays of military vehicles and
aircraft.

MIHE T /X o T=Did, 2EHIH 2B B
D FJER Tz, 1T A LT R Te T
HIRIHRDE LT, COEI L DTS
REHVELAND, |
“My favorite part of the clinic was the
static displays of the armored vehicles
and fighter jets,” said Nakamura. “It’s
very impressive and we don’t get the
chance to see that normally.”

IR OMIZERSR i O M | R JEEED
EMC, COWHER HRBIfRZ k52
| 3

Besides the impressive static displays
and English conversation, this event
helped strengthen the relationship
between the U.S. and Japan, said
Yamada.

THKRBIHRIZIER ICREFTHY, 5D
Bz L TOE D 1 2T LT,
“The U.S. and Japan have a very good
relationship and I want to continue
building this relationship in the future,”
said Nakamura.

WHEDDDIZ, B>l BT miic
DWTHEKRBRD 7 > — T L 4
B RIELEPTREE D ST A
[EJEHT OHHERFRIA BRIV, 172572,

At the end of the clinic, the Japanese
soldiers wrote down what they liked and
disliked. After all JGSDF members had
their turn, the most common complaint
was: their time aboard MCAS Iwakuni
wasn’t long enough.

MCAS Iwakuni 21

=
£
@
o
=
@
£
=
=
=
©
3
(%2}
©
o
£
3
s
g
>
=
=




http://www.mcasiwakunijp.marines.mil/

BRKEICA>IEL—

INTERVIEW WITH A MARINE

A RZE2—DEI0BHIERA RV AR T RAZ
2y L RIEKIFRBACH R D) > AT 3
A Y —(20134F) NTEIFNE Uz, THUINT A iz
BOARHHIEIC S 1SR O Th D S I b EF5 7%
K RICGAONSHTY,

The tenth interviewee in this series is Cpl. Wojtasiak,
who was selected as the "2013 Marine of the Year"
for Marine Corps Installations in Pacific. This is
awarded to the most exceptional Marine every year
for Marine Corps Installations in Pacific, including
Okinawa and Hawaii.

B Fiip, HE, SEFEHI TN

TV RART YT 260% TV FMDO by — > HE MR T
BERHEZLTWEDS, by—Y TV HINED T =y 7 AN 5
HT N IRPE S WD AT AR TE THRZEL TV
TBWVWETATT,

What is your name, age, home town, and job?

My name is Frank K. Wojtasiak. I am 26 years old and from
Tucson, Ariz. I am a postal clerk in the Marine Corps. My
hometown is a one and a half hour drive from Phoenix [the
capital of Arizonal. It is desert climate, very dry and very hot.

BEICRTENSSWTT D2 BREHKEICESTAETTH?
GAENCRTI87 AIADE T, b6 AIZEHK - TWE T, SHTHE
FRRICAK L THEIE24FICIEDE T, (A2 a—F4A15H)
How long have you been in Iwakuni? How long have you been
a Marine?

I have been in Iwakuni about 18 months now and have six
months left. Actually today is my two years mark (since I
joined to marine corps,) exactly.

203F DIV /AT LV —IGBIEhT-LMWT-LE EALRIFS
TLED?

KREUCLEUI A BB L RMICHEENTEETL. LT
EEOBI 5. HINEANEHTT, Oﬁciiﬁ%lﬁ_‘@@%ﬁb\ﬁ%“éﬁb‘
5. BHWCETEM NGO T BERTEEENBHNDZD
ICTEBRODTEZ LIV E S TOE T AT EES LWV E
RNBEES LNEHEICEEN S OEME OB MM TEEIE
TREZZIIHTENTEX L,

How did you feel when you heard that you are selected as
Marine of the year for Marine Corps Installations in Pacific?

(I felt)ecstatic. I am lucky to have the command and Marines
that I work with. They have been beyond helpful, beyond
supportive. We are a real close shop, everyone is very
supportive of each other, so we all want the best for each other.
I just have been very much a benefactor of hard work, being in
a great command with great Marines around me.

BHFIIOVTEIPLHLKEI T

T 7 BT RO E DR R U2 E AWK Y, B E
ROHFIEEADESTOBLL ISR H TS B T,
B ICEE D RN e T 2RISR B TeDIC B EAD R A 7%

22 BEBEEEM

WETATEZLOEHERZIERL TOE Y, HOBER TIIEMHEE
AL REEBHE T TER T AR IEHE N5
FEANOFHT, COXS 7 FHIFEANTHRICHEESNF

BER T L M BN EE OIS LT 2RI 2ROE
2258 COE I B R OB R B TEAGAF-PRIEICHD

‘fﬂh’(% EMNFEUCHRZ T E LA TRV
feiR 2 g, | VIR FFB THHEICEHATHET,

Please describe your job more detail.

Our job is the post office. It is more than meets the eye, more

than what people see, just like any other job in the Marine

Corps. We do a lot of administrative paper work behind the

scenes, we are always making sure the customers know

when they have mail. We handle everything from registered

mail to official mail, which may be a letter from one of the

commanding officers, obviously it’s a priority to get where need

to go as soon as possible.

I feel like in our shop we trust all of our Marines whether it’s a

AlkEvEnc

junior Marine, or a Staff NCO. I trust and I know we share the
same sentiment that we can assign a task or issue an order to
almost any Marine, it will get done the same, if not better than
I expected.

TETRELERLBDIZEALLETTH?

R THLNERCD LR FARICHHAVWEE TS TETLHDE
IR T T S, EOMRICEEFERDDVTEDLOE T D
MENDB L, FHZEELUSFNRR0EE A HEIEEHTE
HOFXITH N —RIFZRILTEDHVE T HHATEZ NS A
i 2 HIBE D270 AT DEIMNZRL TV BEECE
ToRBIENDHEDENEBDON TV ALFHTHY DOAMIZiKT
CEiE, (ARICE ST FUREO LK C 2R TT M, Z DX S75IK
HTbRmOKMRZHT LI TOET,

What are the difficult part and the favorite part in your job?
The difficult parts are kind of my favorite parts. It is the
Marine Corps, so there is paper work everywhere, all across
any MOS and if you make a mistake, you have to fix it.
Sometimes it can be a chore, but my favorite part is the most
difficult part. When handling registered mail, there is so much
to it and as much as I feel it tries my patience, being able to
challenge myself like that and in an MOS where people think
that there isn't much to it, it kind of makes the best out of
interesting situations.
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Why did you join to the U.S. Marine Corps?
I enlisted in Marine Corps (because) I wanted to challenge
myself. I wanted to join the service after college, I always had
the service in the back of my mind. I wanted to commission,
but they told me that I would be in the delayed entry
program for up to a year and a half and I knew if I were to go
immediately, I could be successful and I could be an attribute
to the Marine Corps. I wanted to challenge myself, so I chose
the branch that I thought would be the most difficult and here
I am in Iwakuni, Japan.
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If you were not a Marine, what would you be doing now?

To be honest with you, I would probably still be trying to find
a job in today's economy, but if everything worked out in a
perfect world, I would have started law school. I have the
alternate desire to be an attorney. I am really interested in
being a JAG (Judge Advocate General) officer. I think they get
the opportunity to defend and prosecute, and the actual trial
side of it is very black and white. It's pretty easy to determine
who is right and who is wrong, it is so laid out.

TAVHDOPRT, AR AICEEDDIBFRTEEIIHVETH?
TUVFM T GBI E TEHEBES LTI, HES LN HD,
TUVFDYFEFHEIHA—TT AF—ETEEIT . ELVAGED
MU FERED I LBHD, ELWYRTFEHNURX. VTV FFRr =t
LHOFET, 7Y FHIERE LI LELVARICD SN TAT
ED

What site (in the U.S. or your home town) would you
recommend for Japanese tourists to the U.S.?

If you see Arizona, northern Arizona is very, very nice. It’s got
great mountains and the sunsets in Arizona are the best in the
world. There is skiing in northern Arizona. You get sun, snow,
mountain, sunsets, and the Grand Canyon is there, it is great.
It is just a beautiful area, the whole area is very scenic.
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What is your favorite thing in Japan, such as food, place, etc.?
People here are very nice. This has to be some of the most
personable and most humble people I have ever met in my life.
We (post office) have four MLCs (Japanese employees).

I climbed Mt. Fuji and that was pretty cool. I go the worst
sunburn of my life, but it was really cool. I have tried to

eat as much Japanese food as much as I can. If it is not too
weird, sometimes some of it intimidates me. I really like Udon
noodles. That is some of my favorite, that and the Sushi too.
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What is the most surprising thing in Japan for you?

Just the culture,it is completely different from the states. The
people are a lot nicer out on the streets. People are a lot more
humble, they are more willing to share and said hello, I mean,
it is a much more positive culture.
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What do you want to experience in Japan in the near future?
I feel like, as far as things on my bucket list, seeing Japan,
seeing Tokyo, Shibuya, Osaka, those were all there and I've
done all the things. Hopefully I'll have the opportunity to go
there again at some point, but right now, I just want to see
everything I can in the world, because of Japan.I don't have
enough time left, but I would love to see Thailand.
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Please add a few words to conclude.

Thank you for your hospitality. Iwakuni has been great.
Everyone has been hospitable, everyone has been polite,
everyone has been willing to help with anything that I have
ever asked and ever needed. Thank you, my time in Iwakuni
has been great because of the Japanese people.
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"(Japanese are) the most personable and most humble people

I have ever met in my life."
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MCAS Iwakuni hosts swim competition for fun, relations
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Contestants leap forward at the sound of
a horn. Immediately after, a large splash
vibrates through the air and cheers from
friends, parents and coaches is the only
sound heard.
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A swim meet between the Iwakuni
Tsunami Swim Club and the Fitness
Ocean swim team of Iwakuni took place
at IronWorks Gym aboard Marine Corps
Air Station Iwakuni, Japan, Feb. 23,
2014.
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The swim meet not only provided the
opportunity for competition between
American and Japanese kids, but also
provided the tools to strengthen their

o

——

-

1

el

.z’r

friendships and relationships. According
to Mitsuki Ikeda, head coach of Fitness
Ocean Swim Team, these events are
great for support of good associations.
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“I feel it is necessary to actively
implement more of these events,” said
Tkeda. “I feel as if this event helps

us to serve the Americans a little.
Implementing these sports helps

us as individuals to strengthen our
relationships.”
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Sarah Nelson, head coach of the Iwakuni
Tsunami Swim Club, said her swimmers
love the chance to mingle with Japanese
kids and compete in an environment
that provides a new experience.
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“All the kids are here to have fun,” said

Nelson. “We tell them that yes.itisa ..
— .

competition, but there isn’t any pressure;
have fun, hang out and cheer one
another on.”
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According to Ikeda, full size pools in
Japan are not common, so swimming
aboard station allowed his swimmers
the chance to gain a different, new
perspective of swimming.
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“The kids really enjoyed swimming
aboard station in this great facility,”
said Ikeda. “We are so happy to be here
participating in this swim meet.”
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The next swim meet is scheduled for
May in hopes of providing the children
more opportunities to meet Japanese
friends, have fun competition and
improve the American and Japanese
relationship, E:gording to Nelson.




