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Start the New Year with a new hobby
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Cover photo:
Operations Chief Nami Yamamoto, Youth Cultural Program coordinator, helps a student practice her
Sgt. Justin Pack calligraphy writing techniques at New Year New Hobby's calligraphy night held at the
library in Building 411, Jan. 10, 2013. The program’s goal is to help introduce people to
Mailing Address something new. For more detail, see the story on Page 3.
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E-mail BEDRARBRERMLTVWBEDTIEHY A—IVTHEVLET, A student participating in the New Year New Hobby program practices writing the Kanji "Wa,"
iwakuni.pao@usmc.mil FEA, which stands for harmony, at calligraphy night at the library in Building 411, Jan. 10, 2013.
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Station residents discover new opportunities

VIALAAIARE
By Lance Cpl. James R. Smith

201341 H18H/ Jan. 18, 2013

HEPEDIRYIOHL NS TZF Tldix

W, 7 AV AT a )b R —-
SUAGBKHRD I ToH 5, FiiEzll 251
HiE LB 2R 2 DI RO AT,
January is not only the first month of
the new year, but also National Hobby
Month. What better way to start off the
new year than with a brand new hobby?

FESEH BT A, T2 — A —-
Za—RE—-Tud L 2L TS, C
DO, KEMICLED T F -7
AT Y —EADELELILD, 2OTTS
LTI EE, ¥ NEOZ=Z 405
LTS,

The Marine Corps Air Station Iwakuni
Library is hosting a New Year New
Hobby program for the month of
January. Sarah Fisher, a former member
of the library, was the one who initially
thought of the idea. The program offers
four classes, once a week, on a certain
activity.

R T e A=V TN
. TR TES WV Hi LW
ZHITIBEDTY, JLald DR, KH R
DATA L —+ AN=ANYHEA, [FIEHD
RENE AN DORREZ R L., LR O 21
EEBTLTY, )

“The idea for New Year New Hobby was
to have something fun to get people into
the library and introduce new hobbies,”
said Stacey Kobe-Bellika, supervisory
librarian. “Our mission in the library is
to inspire personal growth and enhance
the lives of all our patrons.”

rco7ru’s LoFkz—5y Mt
PLEERNTE D, BEE TR At oT
075 L ZBMELTVET, JLan=A
UAEA,

Kobe-Bellika also said that the program
mainly targets teens and adults, but
they host many other events at the
library for kids.

BIMTEHRABI A— T —L B AT
T T T I o, ChHOEE RN
BEALRONICRIC KD,

4 BEBEEEM

The classes station residents can
participate in include: playing card
games, calligraphy, scrapbooking and
making origami charms. Residents who
have little to no experience in these
topics are highly encouraged to join.

%5 RDOBFFRBFRICESHNOILNTE
DLV T, I EFTDR,. B I I AIC
BIMUTzTIV TV E A T2 IELL
HIDICTFHEZI TRV L E
EUED . SETHEEREOIEHRVA
T,

“I'm going to probably make a fool out
of myself trying to do some calligraphy,”
said Elle Watson, station resident and
participant in the calligraphy class. “I've
heard it’s all about the stroke order in
order to make the letters correctly, but
I've never written Kanji.”

UrVVEAR. 1 HIOHD®E, B4110
MEEETIrb NI B P ICB LTz 10%
DHIBLD1AN,

Watson was one of 10 participants in the
calligraphy night held at the library in
Building 411, Jan. 10, 2013.

PP BRORIME B0, 134EH] ¥
EHRITOS, =AWV Fvy—-T0rS5
L A—TF 42— =DV ErFIE A,
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EHOELWEORS iR R EZH
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Nami Yamamoto, Youth Cultural
Program coordinator, was the

instructor with 13 years of experience

in calligraphy. Yamamoto instructed

the class on supplies needed to perform
calligraphy, how to properly hold brushes
and execute proper brush strokes.

THARTRAZMD L EFUES I, B
JERZETERYNCLABHIH D OT0E
Lico 18TV &AL TR HEY LTFICT
EXVATUID  ARBITH LW TLT,
ETHEREL, 0o THTZN T

“It was very formal and based on
tradition, just like a lot of the stuff I
noticed in Japan,” said Watson. “I wasn’t
very good at it, but it was a really new
experience, interesting for sure and I
would do it again.”

IR DE P T AEEDNEANICERSDIE
=55, 12h, COAETAEBIITh
FTLIESTLIHk T B LA TE,
Granted, students won’t become experts
after a two-hour class, but it gives

them the opportunity to try something
different.

2013518130, BB TITbh [ Za—(P— 22— KE—-TOJ 5 L1 DBFHET ELLEDILW A RIRREERIBMETS.

Students participating in the New Year New Hobby program learn proper techniques on how to hold a brush at calligraphy

night at the library, Jan. 10, 2013.
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M. C. Perry hosts culture-sharing performance

TFAD T1—oev IR
By Lance Cpl. J. Gage Karwick

20134:2H122H/ Feb. 22, 2013
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Shunan International Children’s Club
groups performed at the Matthew C.
Perry High School gym here, Feb. 11,
2013, for a culturesharing event.

WY 5T IR — @K Tl 2 i 45D
&, S mIc3mHE,

This was the third time the club
performed at the M.C. Perry High
School.

DL IAER. CORRFEZTT>TEEXL
Too JERETDIE M.CARY—/ VAR D 538
alii, ZY A« FI—=5E Tt b A HA L
Iz . ZmLizvda2LidFZsL0
ERVET AE2RLA ORI EICS
MLUTOERAD. WEISTEIES LS
=TI, WO T NS DT
oLz BVET, |

“The school has done this for the past
three years,”’said Chris Kimmey, M.C.
Perry elementary music teacher. “It’s
always a great thing to bring Japanese
culture to our students and have them
engaged in it. I have only been here

for two performances, but they are a

wonderful group and it is great having
them here.”

FIRER THHEIST OHEIANEHL
TN ELL MY - 7 - AE— )b
T—)VRI DB AT DI RANOBIL
HEELCERTINET, JefFmA T,
Kimmey also added that the groups

who performed were beautiful and the
performance of ‘It’'s A Small World,’ really
helped the kids relate to the music.

CORMAER AHMNEGETH B 24T,
HABERR, . WS, 5282 8 7% i v B
WHISTIHERLTESHTET. TAYAAN
EFRICHASUEN D ARZRDTESS T
ZHMELTWVS,

The event is meant to give the students
a better understanding of Japanese
culture, with performances such as
traditional martial arts “Karate,”
classical Japanese dance “Nihon-buyo,”
a samurai dance, and various other skits
and musical performances demonstrated
by the club.

Pieab ez BB DA T T =T+
R, T E RIS 2 LBl B2 W0 H
T 7 AU A ND I LEXT, HAD T
HI=BIINRTHTORFIB 2T >V KB
LERA, TAV I NDEXA DN Ttz x
PFRTHONBELODIZ, 7 AV D THitE-
BIRFAEICAFBERELTINSD ST,
Lz,

Masaki Ishikawa, Shinnanyo High
School music teacher, said the reason

he enjoys performing for Americans is
because American children are honest,
while Japanese children are more
reserved and don’t express themselves
as much as American children in regards
to how they are feeling or if they liked
something or not.

TR —SRETHE T i1, FH o k5%
ICBHTHLE LTz, AT oSk, TR
TT=B DT DI B 2 B T 5 DIEAY
WBLWTY, KBNS T L 2R LA
LTOVET, ¥Rz 522 ZFi->
TVET,

“Before we performed at the school, we
came to perform at a culture festival on
the base,” said Masaki. “Now we really
enjoy performing for the children here.
We always look forward to coming back
and always hope that we will be invited
again in the future.”

ATHT AR, TERREFHLHFEE B R
RO ST, ZOERZMU TR
W TEDZDTY, JEFHL, FT=NV— &k
KT TRAVANEREDBEDZFNTOE
fzvefhirnziz,

Ishikawa also added that he would like
to return to M. C. Perry and continue
building ties with Americans, saying
music is a universal language we all
speak, and we are united though it.

2A1MB. RV2— AN —BROEBEE
B TIThh XML RANVNT EF R
B EXREHTITIABERIRREY
ST DFHIL,

% Students from the Shunan
International Children's Club
performs a karate demonstration,

=% skit, and musical performance during
# a cultural exchange event inside the
- Matthew C. Perry High School Gym
here, Feb. 11, 2013.
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By Lance Cpl. Benjamin Pryer

20134:3)JJ8H/ Mar. 8, 2013

Ta— - NY—NERESKRH3)] 2
H. > Y7+ =7 A Tirbh K
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Matthew C. Perry Elementary
and High School students, along
with several Japanese schools,
participated in the U.S.-Japan
Friendship Concert, which took
place inside the Sinfonia Iwakuni
March 2, 2013.

SO —ME, FRO PN %250
UTUEAHL. Bl 2 R H0I1 AN 7z
JELDYTH-Tz,

The concert provided the perfect
medium for American and Japanese
youth to mingle and exchange the
gift of culture through music.

V7427 TOAVY—MIHMT 30D

ST HTT D, B LEBD T
XF9, 1 LETOR. NY—mBOESE, 7Y
2L A AR—=VREA, T DR LH
RIS TBENTHENS VS DI ENSS
~FflC i

Lot ey, HAO/Mh kL

ZU. R TE LR LB VINTT,
“This was my second concert at the
Sinfonia and it’s a new experience
every time,” said Ashley Starnes, M.
C. Perry High School student and
concert participant. “I think it’s
amazing two different cultures can
connect through the love of music.
Having the opportunity to perform
and interact with other Japanese
teenagers is a memory I’ll always
cherish.”

A Y—rTR V-0 [ Fr - Fr- A
FARNTTRALT VT TUAR BE At
ZIAARL —ThiEE NIz, N -5
TREGH, 7L - Ada—T Uy IR,
EMETTRASDOIAVY—DTLE, 1L
T, T HEEAR ORI UT-C L
BRHVELTAMRIRETLED. VY —
FO#DYICIE, ZOWEDNH T LIRUEL
T Bl b 2D B EATZD TR RV
TL&ID, )

The performance included a medley
of famous song renditions, including
the “Sohran Folk Dance,” “The

Cha Cha Slide,”*Amazing Grace”
and more. “I thought this was the
best (concert) so far,” said Allen
Strawbridge, M.C. Perry High
School music teacher. “I couldn’t be

more proud of my students. “It’s a
lot of hard work, but in the end, it’s
worth it. And I think they get a lot
out of it too.”

VY —FrOREKICIE, E—MLADINA .
Ta—FIBSIWERER R THiZEE N . Th
3. 2V —FrOHMTHBHAKR DR 25D
BTLEFMYLTVS, WU G 2§ 3 %<
TEHICHiZTES0E, R R ItE
EhoTd, Aoz iivgd, &
Aba—7Vy VR, THANDEGERBIC
R d2L DMz S-oT0EhIdbhH
T, RRARLTINE T,
The concert’s final piece was a joint
performance by all the students of
The Beatles’ “Hey Jude,” further
enforcing the concert’s influence on
strengthening intercultural bonds.
“I think it’s amazing we don’t speak
the same language, but music is so
universal that we’re able to perform
together,” said Strawbridge.“When
I direct a big group of Japanese
people, they don’t understand what
I’'m saying, but they know music.”

a2 Y — oI HILEDNEN L DB
BEROEDFI TR, TRTOHLBR V%I
L7 varyhibhih, COHOER. av
Y-tz BRC LT,

/AN AN

'\-ll"‘.hli -

\ 48
TNEC 3,
= gc = h

-u-‘ 5 B

Ir

While the musical performance
kept many in attendance occupied
for the duration of the concert, the
musicians and their audience had
time afterward to celebrate and
recap the day’s events.

IR0, 2V — M S %D
L7 yary Tl (b AR—VREA, TS
ALGTRREZLTVSLE JRICHU LT
D ALK ZLELE, iZ2LEA S %
o729, AN AL I-O LT B RICiEE
LOROEPETOELE, ~HEhokk
LTATY,

“My favorite part of the concert

is the banquet afterwards,” said
Starnes. “While everyone is eating,
we gather in small circles on the
floor and introduce ourselves. While
conversing, photos are taken, names
are exchanged, and there’s laughter
throughout the room. It’s the best
part.”

SOV —MIAHTHfEEN T3 MH.
W1 3MIET YT+ Al THflES O, 2
DA GRS ThHfEE N,

This is the third Friendship Concert
to take place in Iwakuni. While the
first and third took place in the
Sinfonia, the second concert took
place inside the Iwakuni Civic Hall.

BRBREI/ T —F—FRTXLRER

Friendship Concert builds cultural ties through love of music

L |

o DI )
took place inside the Sinfonia Iwakuni, March 2,2013.

BR2: 074 =P EETIRARFO N ERABIS Y — 1T, [V —S5VH EREEER I TS RORE,
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Photo 2 : Iwakuni Municipal Ki

tary School

¢ b

perform the “Sohran Folk Dance” during the U.S.-Japan

Friendship Concert, which took place inside the Sinfonia lwakuni, March 2, 2013.

BH3:YV74=

TEETIA2AIIThNEARBREI Y — T V-V Z B3 EETHILI T D FRORE.

Photo 3 : Iwakuni Municipal Kawashimo Elementary School students perform the “Sohran Folk Dance” during the U.S.-Japan

Friendship Concert, which took place inside the Sinfonia lwakuni, March 2, 2013.
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Station residents visit Shirohebi Shrine, Kintai Brldw’

VrALAAIALE
By Lance Cpl. James R. Smith

201341 H18F/Jan. 18, 2013

7 Y a—a3a2 =749 —EAMCCS) D L7 as
I LIS BT, HHHEADMEE Tz, COT1F S LT
& HAD LR ER 2 KR T E 5,

Station residents gathered together to take part in a Cultural
Adaptation trip, hosted by Marine Corps Community Services,
which provides station residents with opportunities to
experience the culture and history of Japan.

2012412 7H. ULER 7 a0 L e dek, e 2oRBg, 1Y
P (HERT RO ED Zaht, B 8Tl B i AR
ViR LT,

A recent trip consisted of a visit to the White Snake Museum,
Shirohebi Shrine and Sekido Storage, where participants
worked together in building a replica of a Kintai Bridge arch
Dec. 7, 2012.

COHBMUTEMEANIZ., S E OO REL 22T Ao i
Zfi B 5 LTz, Z D%, SE 3 o duE T Uiziiesh
& ofz, COHE, Mtk —NBHE NS — R R 7E > 7Y,
MBI Z ORI URZITICASZ TN TET BIEE B
NTHY, FFBIFHI 1001,

During the course of the trip, patrons learned about the history
of white snakes in Iwakuni and had the opportunity to hold

a snake. The tour progressed to the Shirohebi Shrine, which
was recently built. The shrine didn’t open for another week;
patrons were given a sneak peak before the grand opening. It
is now open to the public to visit for 100 yen.

Z 0% BB P BN & BGOSR Az 2T A D
12557 D1 OBz 57z,

From there, the group journeyed to Sekido Storage Warehouse,
where they learned about the architecture of the Kintai Bridge
and built a 1 to 125th-scale replica of one arch.

TP E DXL TR TOENIA Z R TET. X7 T
LT DIE. AT RTA A FEA [TOBHETENI IO
ANRDOBINT, S ETU RITEHT K xvELL,

“It was great to understand the bridge and how it was built,”
said Mike Whiteside, station resident. “I learned to appreciate

20125, 12878, X{EEES 7055 LD
BHTW3,
A station resident holds one of the snakes

the Cultural Adaptation trip, Dec. 7, 2012.

SEEREEHN B EAL, QEERICH

isplay at the White Snake Museum as part of

2012512878, £ r:ﬁﬁ;i‘ﬁ!ﬁ!ﬁ)\u
Station residents work togethewld

Warehouse, 7.&01'2 - -!:- f_

more of the hard work people did back when they built this
bridge.”

BRIDERT 5L, ZIME RO EAPI LB TES 5 e,
After completing the model, patrons had the opportunity to
stand on the center of the bridge.

RNz B O HENE, JEHIDH X AUICAA UL Z PR L TE 5V, AA
KOWTHISTESSTETY, JEAET DI MCCSL#EHT1r 5
LIYOZAEEX - THFILIA [COTOY LI HHDHBEIANC
NETLIZES B2 T 2720 DIRHD—HTT, |

“Our goal is for people to understand our culture and get to
know about Japan,” said Akie Sumomogi, MCCS cultural
adaptation specialist. “The program is like a first step for
people to experience different things.”

JEh DN THAD LR 2 AU T W T NICE > T 2hid
oI s S LE,

For those wanting to venture out and learn more about
Japanese culture and history, this program can help.

F(MCCSOEZAID) FHHUENDI2DDZDXKS> T 1T LIl

LA e TRENLBLWVEHZL TR L BVET, (L RTA M
A FEA TAT OFRIFENEBENSHE IR TS, T HO XS i il
IO VAVALRKERNTES,. 2OTOY T L HEDHET, |

“I think [they] did a really good job of setting up these kinds of
opportunities for people,” said Whiteside. “I would recommend
anyone in my family, when they visit, to come out to these and
participate.”

Zo7ulS LI E N THNEHETESINTE, BHIINAICX
S>THR%, 7075 LI NEERRA T k04 Bk
Lichihrsztedhs,

Any station resident is able to participate in these kinds of
trips and prices vary from trip to trip. Trips vary in location
and content, anywhere from Miyajima Island’s Itsukushima
shrine to Hiroshima Castle.

ATEFIAILED L, 0T LI &R DB, 757>
3y D NAKE A S OHi R 2 Z B L GEEIN TS,

Factors that play into choosing where to go include how
traditional the area is, popularity of the attraction and the
distance from the air station, said Sumomogi.

XALE R TS LTRYLLDE DTS DHAGEY F ARRBB %
EDHHELPIMLTEY, HycOA XY MEHEFHGL TV,

The Cultural Adaptation program offers other classes,
including beginner's Japanese and local cuisine cooking
classes. It also supplies information on local events.
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Photo 1: Lance Cpl. Markeith Allencampbell, First World Igloo
Building Championship competitor, works on his team's igloo

during the event at the Osorakan Snow Park, Feb. 3,2013.

EH2:2A30. LERREXHEDOTRRAR/ —\—7TITbhIE
BT ATIV—E{EBXY— NIV F=IVEF DR,

—EtR1I—
Photo 2 : 2nd Lt. Zully Pasindo-Rubio, First World Igloo Building

Championship competitor, works on her team's igloo during the

event at the Osorakan Snow Park, Feb. 3,013.

EH3:2A30. LERREARIOBRER/—\—ITirbhi- 8
BT ATIW—EEBTLEY VI~ IUN—F R,

—EtR1I—
Photo 3 : Pfc. Alexander Uribe, First World Igloo Building
Championship competitor, works on his team's igloo during the

event at the Osorakan Snow Park, Feb. 3,2013.
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Eirst World Igloo Building Championship

253&@:5%#5“03}&?!1/_—_1 \
rTibhE—E RS — AR
BRk5HMEafe1 7 b—l:!ﬁ&b‘:ﬁﬁ%
H36HERIRIAEDRR (CLC-36) DiBREKE.
Combat Logi&tjcs Company 36 Marines
'p_l_ace the roo'f‘;h_their igloo during the
First World Igloo Building Championship
ompetition; which took place at the

Osorakan Snow.Park;located in the town
of Akiota, Feb. 3,2013. " |

NPV T I —LE
By Lance Cpl. Benjamin Pryer

20134:2H8H/Feb. 8, 2013

ISV L SN DR A ) — 78—
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[EIIE S 36 KB #lifa kR (CLC-36) Difif St
BkED3F— LI NTShIL .
The First World Igloo Building
Championship in Hiroshima took place
in the Osorakan Snow Park, located in
the town of Akiota, Feb. 3, 2013. Along
with everyone in attendance, Marines
from Combat Logistics Company 36
entered three teams into the event.

CLC-36HI DTV FL A AP L A=V
WMEEBR R DISRICERT DT e, HP L A=
VMR TSR DX 5% k%2 578
2 & D HARD A RGN iiMir s
ZEBBRICHEIL TV 5B, J LRk LTz,

Maj. Andrés H. Caceres-Solari, CLC-36
commanding officer, came out to support
his Marines, saying he encourages

his platoons to venture out in Japan
during the winter months in pursuit of
experiences such as this.

AR ZENE5K0E, —HE O
HIZAHBW =5 1HDOW®WHZ 5258 Tk
AR TRt TETE RBKEIR KD 2L
D EZLTIND, ZIBRAEDEEEX
FrETO0aD 5T, FRELTOBREI. i
ANERYNTHS, BrEZ KUNcd i 15
KUnNcLths, g5zt iz b
Elibhd, |

“You get so much more work out of a
Marine if you work him four days out

of the week and then give them a day
break, even if they come back sore, than
if you make them work through the
weekend, just because they’re happy.
Happy Marines will take care of you. If
you take care of them, they’ll look out
for you, if you run them into the ground,
they’ll run you into the ground.”

COMRMZRZCUE, 8HENHA3F— L
WMLz,

Eight different countries comprised the
43 teams participated in the world-wide
competition.

[CORBIHEWICOAI 2= —v a2 %K
31zDDRBOEDOTEDTY, JLiETD
X ATN—RKREDRFVT4T ., ¥ %-H
EA THEAREEDSRTORIZEXL
e ETREMS Lz E T, 3t
HiDHEATUERIR LIz E WS B A
HBHILZRL TV HETADZIE. C
DORETHEONRE DRI TT,

“This is one of the best means to
communicate with each other,” said

Hiroshi Yamane, igloo building
championship volunteer. “You came here
from Iwakuni, this is a very, very good
thing. This means you have the will and
the mind to exchange cultures. This is
the best thing I got out of this event.”

KRRBAT =25k B ZBSI DL
EEY (] i g 10 N 1O b b 1) Bl 7l {5 4 5¥ 0
T2e AC—=RZHHIHT TV =T 1hiDF—
LA TAT I —T2 5t &R T=h, Zhli
72515 717 3V —"TIIHIGIF I & B E D i
Wiz,

The competition was split into two
categories, speed building and artistic.
While the first team to complete

the speed building took about 45
minutes, the artistic challenge lasted
approximately six hours.

CLC-36ED AT IV —TE WA TZHh
Sl ZMLE2AN, T ToA
ANV MIBMT B0 ke L B
#icliz,

While CLC-36 didn’t win any of the
events, everyone who participated still
walked away with the experience of
being a part of a world-first event.

MERBRE LTHMIL, ARSI LD
TETERLASITY, ILHMTDR. ATV
—RBZBMLIzYas 2T R TA Migi—
el MEEREUT BERAENSCE
OIFTEVFET, TOXSBRKENDBM
A ToMEzZN LU, R IERE IS
BHEI,J

“It was fun to go as a unit and get

to know everyone better,” said Petty
Officer 1st Class Joshua A. White,

igloo competition participant.“Being a
corpsman, it helps me get to know my
Marines better. Events like this improve
working relationships and boost morale
through the roof.”

Xl  KEZBUT KRERZHAANSIEE
DR ZFLILNTE,

The event also gave the Marines an
opportunity to build ties with the
Japanese in attendance.

THRANDEHEEALBMTETHELY ST
T, JERTA Mg —E T,

“It was fun getting to go hang out with
the Japanese,” said White.

THADEHE AL DMRZ LT S70HICT
ELHTLIRIMTE, STARCHVET A BH
HASUEZ KON BID A5 LTS T
L2 REBNH5TY, |

“Anything we can do to improve our
relationships with the Japanese is
something of an advantage. It shows
them.. we actually care about their
culture and we want to be involved.”

MCAS Iwakuni 11
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M. C. Perry hosts mikan-giving exchange

FoA-bavr—- a7k
By Cpl. Kenneth K. Trotter Jr.

2013432 15H/Feb. 15, 2013

Ta— - NY—/NERDUHRIT2H5

H. &AM R b, FRO N
WMEZURE A/ R EAENEEARETN
DEREZEHE DA N—Z2 LTz,
Matthew C. Perry Elementary School

hosted Iwakuni Mayor Yoshikiko

Fukuda and several members of the local
Iwakuni Agricultural and Societal Co-op
during a mikan-giving event at the M.C.
Perry elementary gymnasium here, Feb.
5,2013.

T DM SR D HE, E3Z P sR OB 0
Tt B LA E R E DN, e,
BOZEETSTL,

o i A
R a1— AN —INERORFHBEATREDKRETHBFFIVF BT IVF—RED ARY— DR B EEDT TV VIRV BILERE

HTHELTVBETS, 2B5IENY — W ERTITbhch hABERDRETEREDV B b,

Donald Mokelke, who is a Matthew C. Perry Elementary School art teacher and tea ceremony master, presents Austin R.

Pippen, a third grade M.C. Perry student, 9, with green tea during the closing portion of a mikan giving ceremony at M.C. Perry

Elementary school here, Feb. 5,2013.

12 BEBEEEM

The purpose of the event was to

build a better sense of appreciation,
understanding and respect between
Iwakuni residents and the more
impressionable of the base’s residents —
children.

[COHZBLAICLTOVELE, 1EHGTD
F ARV NERDAY Y X5V R L o
FCSULRIR TS 5, Sl kGRS
W B2 EL, ]

“It’s something we look forward to,”

said Dr. Suzanne Landrum, M.C. Perry
Elementary School principal. “It’s a
cultural exchange. So this morning, we
decided to have an assembly here at the
school.”

HHAFHAR DT R FEY 2K T2
T2 V) U T,

The mikan is a Japanese citrus fruit
resembling a tangerine. It is seen as a
significant symbol of Japan’s agricultural
export business.

B I EZ G TR UERERE
SRS JAITRE) DS RIEHIA .
ARG RSttt ofE iR, S
E & REFEEOA AR IVAHAGE S
HEE R A OF TR - e PG E
WSl

In addition to Mayor Fukuda, Yamaguchi
Oshima Agricultural Cooperative
Association director general & chairman
Motoi Yoshimura, Iwakuni Kouin Seika
Co. Ltd. President director Kazunori
Hayata, Iwakuni Produce Brokers’
Association chairman Mitsuo Okada,
Iwakuni Produce Commission Merchants
Association chairman Hitoshi Kifune.

B A SIS EANY—NERDO WL B
RREADZML, B OWREMUKELT
AT =V Lh Tz AREWRH I, BHAD
RIS LTS DML LTz,

All elementary school students and

staff attended the mikan presentation.
Several students, who were on stage
during the presentation, expressed their
sincere appreciation for the mikans.

IR D%, TIGEDN BRI 2T T WA
ENPETFTHANT A28 Tl Uiz A&
LT NDOHED BRI MU BT A
DOWHIB IR BRADREDN AT ZR Y
Lz,

After the presentation, M.C. Perry
students reciprocated by presenting a
traditional Japanese tea ceremony for
their guests, served with green tea and
Japanese sweet rolls. Several dozen
students observed this and two took part
in the ceremony.

W T O T KRS TR UR,
LIz ANTzBD.0ISKkAT=E9 72,

These simple, friendly gestures appealed
to those in attendance.

THAR DM DIz E LB 701,
R D BB IRt 2> T BB D
DERA, LTV RTLEE TREMDXS
IRl RER B 0D T, SOt 0BT
LIKCB LW TELT, AEOHEIARZ SN,
ALV REIEMIZETEHEDICES>TOVET,
=B HADESANRYNCRE >TSS
LEMABTE T HARDEBEIA L DRIFEIR
R DICTESDTY, |

“You don’t have to have grand temples
and shrines to feel a part of this
community,” said Landrum. “You can feel
a part of this community in something
more sustainable like produce. The
people in Iwakuni are quite proud of
this. We can strengthen our relationship
and friendship with the Japanese by
celebrating what’s important to them.”

Sttt 2 LD B % V7L
THED TRV, 7V R LSRR, TR

2A5H.% 72— N - ©WEROGBFETITOHDAMEN T FRORELBMID FRDEST ;
| I3 —IVREDFEEMLTLS,
| Matthew C. Perry Elementary School students and faculty, listen as Larry Wahl, school psycholagist, speaksid

>5=)3U—

u

Ing the mikan

presentation at the M. C. Perry Elementary Gym here, Feb. 5,2013.
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BONHOKDKREFE TS, J&EHT, T FEK
RIULADMEEANHDP T BDNKUFETT, )
This does not diminish the other aspects
of the local Japanese community, though.
“We love those bonfires at the Kintai,”
said Landrum. “We love the tours to the
castles and shrines.”

COMBEATREBEERILR, it b%
HA i hicEgsTLizolz,

The most important aspect of the day’s
events was the cultural immersion for
the children.

[T AR DK HIEHINICOTE,. 2O
(HADHELALD) FRIGHEEIZ LSS
2, T BIC A TR TIELDE ST
£9, 18TV RS LTS HEFDC
ETRHBVIFRA FATD B RE ISR
AB KA MZ ANDRETT, Tt
FBEARITK->T. FHOIEZEEL TIN5
CEZH->TVET, )

“What I hope they take away is that
even though we’re on an American
military base, this relationship is
important,” said Landrum. “It should not
be a one-time event. We should go into
the community, invite the community in.
I hope the children will go home tonight
and talk about this assembly today.”

I L itz bick>T. 2ol
RS BIMEICED > TERT 2 0 K
31259,

o

The opportunity to be a part of the
event was something the children
in attendance could take away and
appreciate in the years to come.

MSHOM R, Fic>TRERE®RD
HVET, HARDHETAMEBERHLLS
ELTRNEDDTY, 1 EFET DI M.CRY
—DNEE T UT L OVRIVT B,
MRIMTBTL T, X ROBFRZRENTY
FBLEVET,

“It means a lot to me because the
Japanese are trying to interact with

us Americans,” said William Rudolph,
11, an M.C. Perry sixth grader. “If

we interact, we can make a better
relationship with one another.”

CDXIBRARNV D LHERZDIE HRAT
[ TH%HARLKHDORFRE KINEE, G
DH BRI ZHENITH B, SEHUE NS
— OO Z KT BT LT, B EA
IR ERMICENSEZD TR TmICBfE
BRSO ANIC KRB ILNTES,
The ability to have a successful and
fruitful partnership between a host
nation and the U.S. military has its
foundation in events such as this. By
giving station residents the opportunity
to experience the culture outside their
gates, they are not only making them
better ambassadors, no matter how
young, but well-rounded people as well.
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JMSDF Air Rescue Squadron 71 conducts first flight of New Year

INF Y e AR AR
By Cpl. Vanessa Jimenez

201341 H18H/Jan. 18, 2013

LN iy |- R, SR 7 LG TRRAY 201 34
ACE 18I B IR T N o7
The Japan Maritime Self-Defense Force
Air Rescue Squadron 71 conducted flight
training January 8, 2013.

T4 45 HL e g sz roxL
T JIEEET D BTIRITRR, F T -2
O, T A, US-1ARUS- 27213 HY
IRT T LTzDTIxHOER A, 1 L A FEBRS
FEHNCHCE LT ARz o TR Tl
MiztroEL,

“We conducted the first flight training in
the new year today,” said JMSDF Cmdr.
Shinji Nakahara, ARS-71 Chief Officer.
“But, US-1A and US-2 were not the only
aircraft that flew, all aircraft assigned to
JMSDF Iwakuni Base conducted flight
training.”

14 I BB EEEM

i AR S S O 108Dz k=
DTz DITFERE X T2, BT 1IZERD
US-1ALUS- 213 BoE PN > U AT,
IR SHYESE 2R LT,

JMSDF launched 10 Iwakuni-based
aircraft to conduct training. The ARS-71
US-1A and US-2 aircraft conducted a
search-and-rescue training scenario to
save a simulated casualty floating in the
water.

ey 1e I O O N e i [ | O V55 |
M1 1o T, Z D%, MZERAVK LASET S
& EAN—TBAKHNTIROGA R, HEYEH
ZRBLT,

Aircraft circled above the site to
simulate the searching portion of the
training. Aircraft then demonstrated

a water-landing. Once aircraft landed,
divers jumped into the water to rescue
the casualty.

MUS-1AEUS-2%. il Dtz wadik FE
1TRFEMUE LTz, 1EFHNT 255,
rensofizek FET Ui, ke

A REZ LTl #¢ y LE LT, )

“Both US-1A and US-2 performed high-
speed water taxiing as the final portion
of the training,” said Nakahara. “We
taxied on the water, and finished the
training with an amphibious landing.”

US-1ALUS- 23t PiR DT ISR E N
TeRiZekE T, WIS FE T E S,

The US-1A and US-2 are large, short
takeoff and landing aircraft designed for
search-and-rescue work.

[ DfiZEBIEHI3 T (6,000 F) DY)
BEII30UDEH. HHVIENYF11HZ
HRTEET, 1 LT INT2E M,

“The aircraft is capable of carrying
approximately three tons (6,000 pounds)
of supplies or 30 passengers or 11 flat
beds,” said Nakahara.

[ZhnPScE, B R &
PRI 2155 T B RET T, |
“Additionally, medical personnel are able
to conduct surgical operations inside the

aircraft when necessary.”

19764 ICRIR ENTERT IHIZER I KPR
IO THE 2 ] LT B 2Bk 155
&K LTI A AWM 2B, N, N o
ROEER I 5L,

Established in July 1976, ARS-71
operates with amphibious flying boats.
Their mission is to conduct search and
rescue of missing aircraft, vessels and
personnel in water.

TS OMZERE. HIRICH B EER HEDND
PERi% 3213 B T DI IB B 2 BAMHE L 720,
KERFORFHZTHILNTES,

They also supply disaster relief and are
capable of patient transport for medical
emergencies from remote islands.

i EABRRICE B &, ORI THE
20124, 27 HEIL 7z,

According to the JMSDF, their search
and rescue aircraft dispatched 27 times
in 2012.

20134 1 A8RIITONIAMENERITT, ERE L EEE. B71/
ZERRORZEUS-1AD R RBHEIEE 7T LS, COEIRIZET
=R DHENRITEES.

A Japan Maritime Self-Defense Force Air Rescue Squadron 71
US-1A aircraft proceeds to the simulated search and rescue
location here Jan. 8, 2013. The training was the squadron's

first flight of the new year.

20134 1 A8RIiThhi-EEE LB & B71MZEROMANRR

13T, SRR FBH AL T #RITE KL, K EETIBUS-1AMEH.
A Japan Maritime Self-Defense Force Air Rescue Squadron
ater after conducting a water

201351 ASRICITONIANEIRT. B LAHE. B71MEBORBEHUS- ATHREHERILF— M
ESEETVS, COMIRIT BT 1IEROMENRT THY, HEERIRS TbI T,

Japan Maritime Self-Defense Force Air Rescue Squadron 71 crewmembers inflate a search and

rescue raft aboard a US-2 aircraft here as part of training Jan. 8, 2013. The training included the

squadron's first flight of the year and a search and rescue simulation.

MCAS Iwakuni
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Working together to fight the good fight

TFAY H—oev IR
By Lance Cpl. J. Gage Karwick

2013%:2f115H/ Feb. 15, 2013

LY i 2 A7 H L SEEB RO TEE
AE c ORI TR RO SR O
HOTYN)—F ALY TF—vav-Tay
S LZINEL Tz,

Marine Corps Air Station Iwakuni
hosted the Outreach Orientation
Program for Hiroshima Police Officers
from Hatsukaichi Police Station at the
Station Judge Advocates court room here
Feb. 7, 2013.

HANERBHIKHETORL L FhiEicD
W, S Y SRER S 2 321 .,
D7TY T LOHME, HANEL IO
DT TR SPIEB I DUV T O Bfift 2
HTESW, S L HIARDEL D D i
BMOMAZRETZ L,

Japanese police officers received briefs
from station personnel on various
military procedures. The goal was to
help them better understand their
military law enforcement and legal
counterparts and to foster cooperative
efforts between base and Japanese police
officials.

NI AR (NCIS) DR E— -2\ Y F
EAR, TEEENIABIREREDOTHIC
07T S L i fELE LT, 1 LE6T,
“MCAS Iwakuni hosted the Outreach
Orientation Program for Hiroshima
Police Officers,” said Bobby T. Shibazaki,
Operational Representative with the
Naval Criminal Investigate Services.

INCIS, BIERR, #OE i, BB 1L T,
IS T E5E 0255 0B 5EICh
EIEH OB ZT O E U e, 133
FEA,

“Naval Criminal Investigative Service,
Provost Marshal’s Office, Public
Affairs Office and the Staff Judge
Advocate, teamed up and gave twenty-
five Japanese police officers from
Hatsukaichi Police Station, Hiroshima
Prefecture, briefings on Marine Corps
Air Station Iwakuni.”

SN FEARET e, DREDTEIT THEB, U
TRPRAR., iR AR EIESS, vl B
THHWIBITOE L, JERRLT,

16 BEBEEEM

Shibazaki also said the police officers
received briefs on U.S. military law
enforcement, criminal investigation,
intelligence, force protection, and legal
and judicial mission aboard the station.

NEEAEDHANELEHME R EITH
JELIzZEDBHVERA I EINNTFEA,
MRROR S A Tl BN
R FRH R BB R A ZED &S
IS RED, L RHE N ZEEL, £
DX GTIEZTHRENLVHTLITE LR
BHENTOERA. COT TS S LTI, KH
DV T JUIEFL A NG EBEB. Z it v
EBIRICOWVT, HARDEREISHITLEL
feo SR E FFEDHRDRE LS.
7 G DY % BEH RS S D R4
NSRS L s cEB ezl T BT
H0EY,

“Most police officers have never

dealt with U.S. forces in Japan,” said
Shibazaki. “Japanese police stations,
especially in cities that don’t host

U.S. bases, are not familiar on how

to deal with active duty personnel

or SOFA members or what military
organization to notify and coordinate
with. This outreach initiative exposes
our Japanese counterparts to U.S.
military operations in law enforcement,
criminal investigation, intelligence,
force protection and legal matters. It
also identifies base representatives with
bilingual language capabilities to contact
and coordinate for specific issues quickly
and efficiently.”

HANEGHITOH R YT AZEBU
T T AV DIEETFHEICDOVTH R B P
firze kD=,

Throughout the day, each class provided
additional insight to the way the U.S.
conducts courtroom procedures.

M2{DTLREFUE Uz, FIRILIZE T
B BE LTz, 1 LERT O, TTH T
BREEDOAY Y 2 FVEA, THIER
i CRHEBGRE D ARG T DOWTEHE IR
R EHITT A DG E D KSR
fiZDF5 0L’ HATIRE TR
PHRITHEVET, )

“I learned about many things, and the
examples and demonstrations were
very helpful,” said Takanari Kondo,
Hatsukaichi police inspector. “The part
where they were talking about the

suspects in courts-martial and during
court sessions, how the U.S is trying to
prioritize the cases, in Japan that is a
very important aspect.”

DZAVE YV MR WAs A INEE I i F 3
STEMOTT, FMNINCB O THW 2K
DELIRRT B728, FT-HANES BT 2 X
T BIDICGBRBTI TRETI, Jeh T
Al

Shibazaki added this outreach program
is new and will be provided again in the
future to assist officers, both on and off
station, to better understand each other.

ISk L CHARDBESANFH NI T
WE LM LOBfRZESICHIELT:
WEEBZTOVET, JEINTFEA,

“We will continue to reach out to our
Japanese counterparts to further

enhance our working relationship,” said
Shibazaki.

N SR L D ZE B I, LoD it
R QNN (ArEy N [IAQA-F3
I FERR O TR B JUTRPE A
B, B iR EIchlk0 7y S Lehiits
BTLILES T, COKS BT L4,
HRL T 2L TV, )

“As Marine Corps Air Station Iwakuni
continues to transform, increasing

the number of facilities, personnel,

and assets in the future, I anticipate
expanding the outreach initiative

by offering it to Japan Self Defense
Forces’ law enforcement, investigative
and intelligence agencies, and the
prosecutors' offices.”

HAOESE, FoduiclinBiL e o
R R LT,

The importance of cultural
familiarization was not lost on the
Japanese attendees.

THAKREOFEWE TS, s bk
L BOD LD RO LR B D
Bz LEE, SWETHITES0IC
RUlgzeizeBv0Ed, jLary Ry EAld
LTz,

“I feel that since Japan is an allied
nation with the U.S., it is important
that we work together and have a strong
connection so that we can improve

our relations in the future and better
cooperate,” said Takanari.

EH1:2A70. SEBMEHBOTETHEILFREROFE
— I\ EEADSHEERBAERIFS, HATHERBOERH.
EEBENORBEAFREDTEERFIRICETSS<OBERSNA
ERITT,

Photo 1 : Hatsukaichi police inspectors receive a brief from

Bobby T. Shibazaki, Operational Repr ive with the

Naval Criminal Investigate Services, regarding standard
operating procedures of military personnel stationed in
Iwakuni at the Station Judge Advocates courtroom here, Feb.

7,2013.

EHR2:2A78ICERBH EELITIN —F - FII/T—V3
270G SLT N FD AT EEERRY S, EHREBMEPAIR
FEOITAF - FrVTNIVEEFERENBFEOFII 957
BR, COERS. EHBRERMTENZEFOWREAZRETIOW
BI-BIEATS,

Photo 2 : Master Sgt. Wade Campbell, pre-trial facilities
officer-in-charge, and Lance Cpl. Kyrien Clark, corrections

rat, dded

specialist, d ate | Jui t used to

p

hd

hostile defendants awaiting trial in the pre-trial facility of
the Station Judge Advocates courtroom here, Feb. 7, 2013,
during an outreach program offered to Hatsukaichi police

inspectors.

EH3:2A7AICERBMH EELITIN —F - FIIVT—V3
2 7aJS LT EABIKIODHATERES,

Photo 3 : A Hatsukaichi police inspector stands on the
witness stand at the Station Judge Advocates courtroom

here, Feb. 7, 2013, during an outreach program.

EHA42ATAICERBH EELITIN —F - FIIV/T—V3
2705 LT MREHFEERRT S, ERBHBERREEOVT
IR Fr TNV ERER (BHR) EEBPERRDTIS/V-E
78R (BHEE), COEHS. EREHEFRTHRNEZZOHEA
EREZOIIBIBHIERTS,

Photo 4 : Master Sgt. Wade Campbell, (Right) pre-trial
facilities officer-in-charge, and Lance Cpl. Frank Pikula,

(Center) legal services clerk, demonstrate restraint

hd defondant:

t used to hostile

s awaiting
trial in the pre-trial facility of the Station Judge Advocates
courtroom here, Feb. 7, 2013, during an outreach program

offered to Hatsukaichi police inspectors.
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Japanese Self-Defense Force visits MCAS lwakuni to build on English skills

TIAT VAT 4—T VAR
By Lance Cpl. B. A. Stevens

20134E3H8H/ Mar. 8, 2013

ML ELORRRPEFETOAI 2= —
aviehm LzHMELT.2H27H
MBI THOM, BE AR S 7
Zah E EEEGE DS ALK B2 KN
L7z
The Public Affairs Office hosted
Japanese servicemembers aboard
station in an effort to build intercultural
relationships as well as communication
skills here, Feb. 27 to March 1, 2013.

[C AN EL = N L1753 e
T—DAY L ST 1N S
(MWSS-171) O ik i = Lz iih 7z,
MLz AU, BN Tl SR B A E O X
ITHMT LT BN ZH B REX AR TL
feo JERET DR IIN—TDEITHTHBY
% 2AFEHER, TEK T T AV A NDE
DEITHRIIFIZBT L, EAGBRZEF
STVADNGEEHBILNTEEL, )
The Japanese servicemembers toured
the station's Zero Hangar, the IronWorks
Gym, Marine Wing Support Squadron
171’s motor transportation facility, and
several other locations throughout the
base. “This is a very nice opportunity

to study English and how Marines

live aboard the base,” said Capt. Taiki
Shiraki, Japan Ground Self Defense
Force officer in charge of the event.

EH1:28280. SEE ML LBRHEIC
FA-18/DOFDHIA%E T S, BRB2242 KIREELE
% (VMFA(AW)-224) OFA-18/D/IX\fav b 3—>-0
N—YKiE,

Photo 1: Capt. Sean Roberts, a FA-18/D Hornet pilot
with Marine All Weather Fighter Attack Squadron 224,
points out different parts of a FA-18/D to members of
the Japan Ground Self Defense Force during a recent
visit to Marine Corps Air Station lwakuni, Japan, Feb. =

28,2013.

B E A

“It also gives us a chance to see what
Americans like to do in their free time
and what hobbies they may have.”

TIV—THD Ik FEETHEY A Y-
O EER, TTOXS%BPHER, HRRITXD
FOBIFRZRDICBNIBET ., J&ahlic
Master Sgt. Hiroshi Saito, senior
enlisted member during the event,

also said he thinks events such as this
help build the relationship between the
United States and Japan.

wHEh RE AR RO B25AD N T
VR ZA M EMENST A AT
TR EPNTIREZ LTz, TRk e i 3l 2
LAY, HEROE 2 MBI LN TEEL
feo 1T TF ik,

Two Japanese members even went as
far as getting the infamous Marine
Corps haircut, the “high and tight.” “I've
learned a lot of military terminology
and got to see some of the Marines'
equipment,” said Shiraki.

T IF I, MO Bl RO T
TEGHSR, A 2GR L TN T IicRE
W T E LT, J ATz,

Shiraki added that he was very
impressed at how professional Marines
treat their jobs and how welcoming they
were.

IR E Z DD VL AN —FHXUTAD

CEUI Y 5F R S 5% RISF-180

A,

EH2:2A28H. EEEEHMLIE LAEEEICH

L EEPRONRERNTS MEEREOLIVIVER. R

YV S/NL—SEE,

Photo 2 : Gunnery Sgt. Nathan K. Lanham, an Aircraft
Rescue Firefighting section leader, leads a tour for
Japan Ground Self Defense Force soldiers of ARFF

facilities here Feb. 28,

TIA M aIL—2E LTz,

"My favorite part about being aboard the
station was seeing the fighter aircraft
and all of the equipment," said Shiraki.
Shiraki even got the unique opportunity
to fly an F-18 in the flight simulator.

A E BRI RHE 720 T R GE
OB EARE AR AV ATy b
RNz Z5EzLHoTz,

Aside from all work, there was some
play. The host servicemembers taught
American football to the JGSDF soldiers.

RN DR ) Z AR L TR o TR
FAFEBRRTED, RIS T IRAR AN
ATNVIEERIDBZLINTEN,

At first the soldiers didn't understand
the game, but by the end of it they were
able to catch long passes and even throw
spirals.

WHEWX 2HR7Z 7207205, 2ok —4&
DRI BT255, Mh O AR ELE
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Although the event only lasted two
days, it was an experience that will

last a lifetime. Some JGSDF are slated
to return in the summer, when they
will increase their English-speaking
proficiency and break more barriers
between the cultures.

28280 . REBMADBEETTAVHBEBRORYMEEER
TNATVF 2 M IICBESThSE LBRIEE.

A Japan Ground Self Defense Force soldier get an authentic
Marine Corps haircut, a high and tight, at the northside
barbershop during a recent visit to Marine Corps Air Station

Iwakuni, Japan, Feb. 28, 2013.
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Japanese L.I.N.K.S. employee awarded for volunteer work

VIALAAIARE
By Lance Cpl. James R. Smith

201341 H18H/ Jan. 18, 2013
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An employee at Marine Corps Family
Team Building here received an award
for her volunteer work for Marine All-
Weather Fighter Attack Squadron 242,
Dec. 17, 2012.
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“Our mission is to conduct relevant
family readiness training that will help
the units become more mission ready,”
said Ben Singleton, Marine Corps
Family Team Building director. “We
educate on resources, benefits and things
that can help them.”

IAF T LAEARBLINKS. Ty S L0
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Miyuki Gray is a Japanese Lifestyle
Insights, Networking, Knowledge, and
Skills (L.I.N.K.S.) trainer for MCFTB.
As a Japanese L.I.LN.K.S. trainer, Gray
conditions others to become L.I.N.K.S.
mentors and completes her own daily
tasks.

BB O HA NBLEHE OEEALIREL
T T INAALED Mt 2 LE T, 1 &3
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ERIBAT Y R—FLET,

“I communicate with Japanese spouses
with each unit and support them with

guidance and information,” said Gray.

“I then contact the Family Readiness
Officer in each unit to inform them of the
spouses’ concerns, issues and problems
and provide resources.”

IAFEATHROIMHLSNCE, HA AN
HEDBHLWERICSTES LS, A5V
TAT TXEL TS,

Aside from her daily responsibilities,
Gray uses her own time volunteering to
help Japanese spouses adapt to a new
lifestyle.
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“It’s my responsibility to make sure all
Japanese spouses are more comfortable
to understand a military lifestyle and
fill the gap between Japanese culture
and American culture,” said Gray. “After

being a military spouse for 14 years and
3 =

having only my husband as a resource to
go to, I knew that I could help Japanese
spouses more so they won’t go through
the same thing I did.” Gray also said her
past experience and knowledge help her
assist other Japanese spouses.

SAFIAX. T AV NEEE DTN TR
HElZ RO 5oicHATG@RZL TN
fz2 TR, VMFA(AW)-242%]455D 7 )V
— A d— R SIESHRZ 2T - 7z,
Gray received a certificate of
appreciation signed by Lt. Col Bruce
Gordon, VMFA (AW )-242 commanding
officer, for providing an American spouse
with a Japanese translator to help her
find a daycare in town.

MRaFEARHAANDORMBEDTDIT, 1
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“Miyuki has provided more opportunities
for the Japanese spouses than they

had a year ago,” said Singleton. “We
have many excellent trainers here that
contribute so much support, as well as
Miyuki.”

20125E128178. BEH2422 K IREBRIBERE (VMFA (AW) -242) ORIEZIBRIBLH DT 1) — - AV N—FEADSEHREZITTS
A% TLAER, COBBRIZ, SAFETADRF Y T4 T DYREHATHS Wz,
Gary Bernhard, Marine All-Weather Fighter Attack Squadron 242 family readiness officer, presents Miyuki Gray, Japanese

Lifestyle Insights, Networking, Knowledge, and Skills trainer, a certificate of appreciation for her volunteer work at the Marine

Corps Family Team Building, Dec. 17, 2012.
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http://www.mcasiwakuni.marines.mil/Japanese.aspx
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What are your name, age, home town, and job?

I am Lance Cpl. Kervin Rodriguez, 22 years old. My hometown
is Manchester, New Hampshire. New Hampshire is located in
the northeastern United States. It is a few hours drive north
from New York City. Manchester is a large city and kind of a
cold place. I am a postal clerk.

EEICRTENSSWTI D ?2BREEICABLTENLSWTT D,
AR T—HFAITED T BRI AR LIZDIZ201 14245 T,
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BT AEICRIEWERE LD TIEHOEL AN, 2T TED
ST STV A ENTR TS, B JA K. ki, M, 27, 3
EARITLE L7,

How long have you been in Iwakuni? How long have you been
a Marine?

I have been here a year and a half. T arrived October 2011. I
have been in the Marine Corps since April 2011. Iwakuni is

my first duty station. I didn’t choose to come here, but I am
glad I'm here. Since I am in Iwakuni, I've traveled to Tokyo,
Hiroshima, Fukuoka, Okinawa, Thailand, and Korea.

FEFITOVTEIDLEHELHEATLEEL,

TR R DRI I D BT T, T TIE, I N TORER T E,
AR EY R E > TOE T,

Please describe your job in more detail.

I am in charge of the registry section in postal, which is all
classified and high value mail.

ABETRELGTE TR EBLWTERBATI D,
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N 520D TI,
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The fifth interviewee in this series is Lance

Cpl. Kervin Rodriguez, who was selected as

the Headquarter and Headquarters Squadron's
"Marine of the Quarter." This is awarded to the
most exceptional Marine every quarter at MCAS
Iwakuni's HHS.
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What are the difficult parts and the favorite parts in your job?
There is a lot of attention to detail. With my section, there
can’t be a broken link in the chain of mail I handle. It has to
get signed everywhere it goes. Second, it goes to the USPS (the
United States Postal Service) system, where there can be no
broken chain of paperwork on any packages. It’s a pain. The
paperwork has to be perfect for dispatching and receiving.
During Christmas season (Dec. 1 - 31), it is very busy. The
total weight at the post office here for the Christmas season is
more than 95,000 pounds. The Christmas season is the busiest,
and we stay pretty busy from Thanksgiving to the first week of
February.

People love to get a package. We are basically a portal to the
United States. This is where I get stuff from my mom and dad.
I am basically a middle man between what they like and what
they can’t have here. Everyday, people ask me all the time,
“where is my package?” But when they find it, they are all
happy. It is good.

FEBEBICABLIEDTTH?
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Why did you join the U.S. Marine Corps?

I have a brother and sister who both were in the Marine Corps.
That pushed me to join to the Marine Corps. I just want to

have an experience and travel. I am in Japan now, so I'm able
to see many things I never thought of. I enjoy being a Marine. I
am not sure yet if I will extend my contract or leave the Corps
after 4 years duty. Everything is good so far. So 'm considering
staying, but I'm leaving my options open.

LUBEEETHITNEAZLTVRERVWETH?

20 KIEERIAT > TO UGB O iz LTV e L N E T,
If you were not a Marine, what would you be doing now?

I would probably still be in school, studying information
technology.
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What site (in the U.S. or your hometown) would you
recommend for Japanese tourists to the U.S.?

Boston, Massachusetts. It is a really historic town. You get to
see a lot. They have the Freedom Trail. Basically, you follow
footprints all around the inner city of Boston, and see all the
historical sites. People visit my hometown during fall to see
the leaves falling and changing colors.
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What is your favorite thing in Japan, such as food, place, etc.?
So far, my favorite is Tokyo. I went there last year for New
Years. We went to the Zojoji temple. There are a lot of people,
but it was fun. All the people were inside the temple, and they
threw money to pray. I also did the small paper fortune. I
forgot what I got now. Mine was good. I also visited the Tokyo
Tower. I got to see everything in Tokyo from there. It was

BRKEICA>IEL—

INTERVIEW WITH A MARINE

nice. I saw the new Sky Tree, but didn’t go there. We tried the
foods at the temple on the stands, such as hot dogs on a stick,
chicken, fries, et cetera.

Fukuoka was really cool too. I like big cities. I was there

for color guard for the Embassy on July 4th. We had an
Independence Day ceremony there. We met a lot of former
Japanese military during World War II. I met a fighter pilot
and he told us a bunch of stories.

BEFRT—HBW LB FATTH?
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What is the most surprising thing in Japan for you?

The culture and how polite everyone is. When you walk by
someone you have never met at a random place out in town,
they bow their heads and say a greeting. Back in the States,
you just walk by and go. In the U.S., Americans mind their
own business. Japanese people are really polite.

BETHEBRLEWVWER>TWAILREHYETH?
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What do you want to experience in Japan in the near future?

I want to do Hanami (Cherry Blossom viewing). I didn’t get

to see Hanami last year. I was in Korea for TAD (Temporary
Assignment of Duty). So I want to do that this year. I also want
to climb Mt. Fuji.

REIC—EBBVLET,
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HAGE 2D LR LE Uz, HASEOFH /v E 72 EHVWE LI,
Please add a few words to conclude.

I would like to learn more about Japanese culture, just to gain
more knowledge. I think the more Japanese and Americans get
to know each other, the more united the two nations are. At
first, when a Marine comes here, when they go out in Japan,
they are nervous to talk to the Japanese. Once you learn a
little bit of culture and how they are, you get comfortable.

I learned a little bit of Japanese language on base. That is,
calligraphy and writing Japanese.

[HERAETPAUBADRBEWZ LB KL S (ICRNERBEFLE, MEIZX
DEIECESLSICRDIEBNET, |

"I think the more Japanese and Americans get to know each
other, the more united the two nations are."
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By Lance Cpl. Benjamin Pryer
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Marine Corps Air Station Iwakuni
residents competed in the Gokkan 2.5
Kilometer Fun Run, which took place on
the seawall behind IronWorks Gym here,
Feb. 19, 2013.
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Station residents run for fun during gokkan-z.s kilometer race '
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While the approximate one and a half
mile run was free for all base personnel,
and focused mainly on bringing residents
together for some enjoyable mid-day
exercise, a winner still needed to emerge.
Michael Gutschmidt was the victor of
this year’s Gokkan Fun Run, with a time
of 8:39.
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Gutschmidt said it felt good to win, but
the competition from the other athletes
pushed him to try harder than he
expected.
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Marine Corps Community Services
SemperFit Division hosts multiple
runs throughout the year, ranging
from shorter runs such as this, up to
marathons in Japan.
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“I think events like this are great, not
just for me, but for everyone,” said
Gutschmidt. “Maybe you wouldn’t have
the motivation to go out and run a
marathon in Hagi, Japan, but if it’s here,
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Station residents begin running during the Gokukan two

and a half kilometer Fun Run, which took place o the

‘I seawall behind the IronWorks Gym here, Feb. 15, 2013.

Participant categories for the race included men's, women's

and strollers. I
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then you have more of a reason to do it.
It’s much more accessible.”
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With the running occurring during
routine lunch hours, one shop of Marines
took it as the perfect opportunity to
foster unit cohesion.
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Left : Michael Gutschmidt, Gokukan two and a half
kilometer Fun Run participant and overall winner,
crosses the finish line for the event, which took place

on the seawall behind the IronWorks Gym here, Feb.

Jaa B 152013
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Below : Station residents begin running during the
Gokukan two and a half kilometer Fun Run, which
took place on the seawall behind the IronWorks Gym
here, Feb. 15, 2013. The run, which takes place here
annually and always during February, ensuring the
coldest temperature, gets the name Gokkan from the
word gokukan, which literally translates to “extreme

cold.”
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“This shows them the bigger picture,”
said Patrick Burgess, Gokkan
participant. “Going out and doing

things like this builds up the legacy the
Marine Corps has; large to small unit
leadership going out, training with their
Marines and building camaraderie. It’s
not something so strenuous that you're
killing them, but at the same time,
they’re building their self confidence in
what they can do, and through that, they
can start shaping their leadership skills.
The old dogs aren’t going to be around
forever, and (these Marines) are the

future of the Marine Corps.”
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Burgess also said it is an honor and

a privilege to have the opportunity to
shape and mold the Marines of the
future.
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The run, which takes place here
annually and always during February,
ensuring the coldest temperature,

gets the name Gokkan from the word
gokukan, which literally translates to
“extreme cold.”
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Active Shield 2013

Exercise Active Shield 2013 started here Mar.
4,2013. This is an annual exercise designed
to test the station's response capabilities in an
emergency situation.

Photos by Sgt. Charles E. McKelvey, Staff Sgt.
Charles G. Poag.
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Open Bench Press Competition
The Open Bench Press Competition was held

inside the IronWorks Gym Sports Court here,
Jan. 19, 2013. A total of 23 servicemembers,
dependents and Japanese nationals
participated in the event. Including this event,
SemperFit hosts two bench press competitions
annually, as well as a powerlifting contest.
Photo by Lance Cpl. Benjamin Pryer.
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Cub Scouts visit Zero hangar
The scouts from Cub Scout Pack 77 visited

the Zero Hangar here to find out more about
Marine Corps Air Station lwakuni's history, Feb.
7,2013. "The hangar is one that was originally
used, which is pretty cool. This was a great
teaching experience for our boys," said Staff
Sgt. Robert Russell, Cubmaster for Pack 77.
Photo by Sgt. Justin Pack.
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