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Marine returns Japanese WWII flag to original family
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lwakuni City helps Americans make turns in right direction
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Air station residents, Japanese locals wish upon stars
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Japanese employees honored in retirement ceremony
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Prefecture, Japan, Aug. 15, 2017. Yasue and Strombo are reuniting for a flag return ceremony to give back the Yasue family
an heirloom that belonged to their late brother Sadao Yasue.
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Deep within the mountains of Gifu
Prefecture, in a small farming village
hidden away from the fast-paced city
life, the family of a fallen Japanese
soldier eagerly waited for the return of

a precious heirloom. For the first time

in 73 years, the Yasue family can finally
receive closure for the brother that never
came home from war.
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World War II veteran Marvin Strombo
traveled 10,000 miles from his quiet
home in Montana to the land of the rising
sun to personally return a Japanese flag
he had taken from Sadao Yasue during
the Battle of Saipan in June 1944.
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The U.S. Marine Corps veteran

carried the flag with him decades after
his time serving as a scout sniper

with 6th Marine Regiment, Second
Marine Division. He cared for the flag
meticulously and never once forgot the
promise he made to Yasue as he took the
flag from him in the midst of war.
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As a young corporal, Strombo looked up
from his position on the battlefield, he
noticed he became separated from his
squad behind enemy lines. As he started
heading in the direction of the squad’s
rally point, he came across a Japanese
soldier that lay motionless on the ground.
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lagers point out family names on Sadao Yasue's flag at Higashishirakawa Village, Gifu Prefecture, Japan, Aug. 15, 2017. The
irloom was given to Yasue before he departed to the war from his family and village members.
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“I remember walking up to him,” said
Strombo. “He was laying on his back,
slightly more turned to one side. There
were no visible wounds and it made it
look almost as if he was just asleep. I
could see the corner of the flag folded up
against his heart. As I reached for it, my
body didn’t let me grab it at first. I knew
it meant a lot to him but I knew if I left
it there someone else might come by and
take it. The flag could be lost forever. I
made myself promise him, that one day,
I would give back the flag after the war
was over.”
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As years went on, Strombo kept true

to his promise to one day deliver the
heirloom. It was not until the fateful day
he acquainted himself with the Obon
Society of Astoria, Oregon, that he found
a way to Yasue’s family.
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Through the coordination of the Obon
Society, both families received the
opportunity to meet face-to-face to bring
what remained of Yasue home.
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Sadao’s younger brother, Tatsuya Yasue,
said his brother was a young man with
a future to live. When Sadao was called
upon to go to war, his family gave him
this flag as a symbol of good fortune to
bring him back to them. Getting this
flag back means more to them than just
receiving an heirloom. It’s like bringing
Sadao’s spirit back home.
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Tatsuya was accompanied by his elder
sister Sayoko Furuta and younger sister
Miyako Yasue to formally accept the
flag. As Tatsuya spoke about what his
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Sayoko Furuta mourns over her brother’s flag at Higashishirakawa Village,
Gifu Prefecture, Japan, Aug. 15,2017.

brother meant to not only his family but
the other members of the community, he
reminisced over the last moments he had
with him before his departure.
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Tatsuya said his family received
permission to see Sadao one last time,

so they went to him. He came down from
his living quarters and sat with them in
the grass, just talking. When they were
told they had five more minutes, Sadao
turned to his family and told them that
it seemed like they were sending him to
somewhere in the Pacific. He told them
he probably wasn’t coming back and to
make sure they took good care of their
parents. That was the last time Tatsuya
ever spoke to his brother.
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As Strombo and Yasue exchanged this
simple piece of cloth from one pair of

Y

Tatsuya Yasue presents a gift to World Warllv
Prefecture, Japan; Aug. 15, 2017.
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€ran Marvin Strombo's family at Higashishirakawa Village, Gifu
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hands to the next, Strombo said he felt a
sense of relief knowing that after all these
years, he was able to keep the promise he
made on the battlegrounds of Saipan.
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The reunion also held more emotional
pull as it took place during the Obon
holiday, a time where Japanese families
travel back to their place of origin to
spend time with loved ones.
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Although Strombo never fought
alongside Yasue, he regarded him almost
as a brother. They were both young men
fighting a war far from home. He felt

an obligation to see his brother make it
home, back to his family, as he had made
it back to his own. Strombo stayed true
to his word and honored the genuine
Marine spirit to never leave a man
behind.

P
#

i .

88150, FERRA)INTT—
EY 2OV REAICHEREE
DHILEBRNS, RIIRETA,
Tatsuya Yasue gives an
appreciation speech to World
War Il veteran Marvin Strombo
at Higashishirakawa Village,
Gifu Prefecture, Japan, Aug.
15,2017.
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Story and photos by: Cpl. Joseph Abrego

L PXHHHKDOFZAFARITLTCT19
H. 227 R—Ro sl A tibh,
Kt R IR 2 B & L T D BRE DS
L7z,
U.S. Marine Corps Air Station Iwakuni
personnel and Iwakuni City officials
attended a scoreboard lighting ceremony
at Kizuna “Bond” Stadium in Iwakuni
City, Japan, July 19, 2017.
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The scoreboard lighting attendees
included U.S. Marine Corps Col. Richard
F. Fuerst, commanding officer of MCAS
Iwakuni, Sgt. Maj. Christopher J. Garza,
sergeant major of MCAS Iwakuni,
members of the air station’s Defense
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Policy Review Initiative team, Yoshihiko
Fukuda, mayor of Iwakuni City, and
Takahiro Sugawara, director general of
Chugoku-Shikoku Defense Bureau.
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The ceremony offered a private viewing
of the almost completed stadium that is
to be used by local U.S. and Japanese
residents.
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“It’s a pleasure to be here today with
Mayor Fukuda and Director General
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Sugawara as we celebrate the lighting
of this magnificent scoreboard,” said
Fuerst. “This facility will bring so
much excitement and entertainment
to the people of Iwakuni City and the
surrounding towns in the prefecture, to
include the service members and their
families.”
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Fuerst congratulated and thanked
Fukuda, Sugawara and their staff whose
years of planning and supporting the
effort have resulted in the new facility.
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B o, ara said the family housing area

- and sports facilities, which are necessary

for the transfer of the carrier air wing,
H are being developed. He added that it

" would be nothing without the efforts of
"_-_- Col. Fuerst, staff from MCAS Iwakuni,
* and the cooperation and understanding
from the people and mayor of Iwakuni
City about the stable operational usage
of the Iwakuni airfield.
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Although the housing will be available to
U.S. service members and their families,
the sports facility will be available to the
local Japanese community and support
efforts in solidifying bonds.
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“The U.S. and Japanese alliance is
crucial to our collective success in the
Indo-Asia Pacific,” said Fuerst. “Facilities
like this and the cooperation it took to
build this facility reinforce the important
relationship that we have. Through
sporting and other events that will be
held at this facility, we will enhance

and strengthen our relationship. We

will practice our leadership skills and
build teamwork and camaraderie. We
will experience the thrill of victory and
probably the agony of defeat, on occasion.

uni.marines.mil/

Most importantly we will continue to
build our relationship on the mutual
respect we have for each other and will
have some fun along the way.”
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With construction beginning in October
2015, the sports facilities, including the
stadium, are scheduled to be finished no
later than March 2018.
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Fukuda said he wanted to express from
the bottom of his heart that the bond
between the city people and the station
residents will be deeper. He added that
he wanted to express his appreciation to
those who helped with the project.
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Friendly Baseball Tournament unites American, Japanese families
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ol The Iwakuni All Stars congratulate and shake hands with the Hiroshima Minami after the conclusion of their game during the Youth
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Story and photos by: Cpl. Carlos Jimenez
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Japanese and American families bonded
as they watched their children play
together during a Friendly Baseball
Tournament at Marine Corps Air Station
Iwakuni, Japan, Aug. 19, 2017.

HtDHARNE A R—Y %58 U T RUFCfd
BEAFRZRCIL. RV A—O3I227 ¢
P—EZAMCCS), EN—T 1ty head—R-
AR—=IMZD—F A Mzl Tz,

The Marine Corps Community Services’
Semper Fit Program and Youth Sports
held the tournament to encourage a
positive and healthy relationship with
the Japanese locals through sports.
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“We hope that the children and families
involved were able to gain a greater
appreciation of our host nation and a
better understanding of their culture
with sports,” said Nina Rivera, a
recreation assistant with Youth Sports.
“We hope that our Japanese competitors
were also able to understand our culture
and how much fun we have with these
sports and at these events.”
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The tournament featured four teams,
three Japanese and one American. The
Iwakuni All Stars played local teams
from Hiroshima, Saeki and Okayama.
The Iwakuni All Stars is comprised of
players, aged 10-15, selected by coaches
from teams on the air station.
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Sports’ Friendly Baseball Tournament at Marine Corps Air Station Iwakuni, Japan, Aug. 19, 2017.
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The Okayama team defeated Saeki in
the final game, winning 4-0.
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Although the Iwakuni All Stars did not
come first, the tournament was still
considered a success. Even those who
played said the event was a worthwhile
experience.
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“It was fun because we don’t really get to
do this a lot; we usually just play against
Americans that live on base,” said Jacob
Shadle, third baseman with the Iwakuni
All Stars. “I was excited to be playing
against Japanese people.”
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Stephanie Brown, the athletic director of
Semper Fit, said the event was a great
opportunity to act as a good ambassador
and share an experience with the locals
who attended.
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“It’s just a really fun day,” said Brown.
“It’s not about the competition. They're
just getting together to play and have a
good time.”
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This is the first time Youth Sports hosted
a friendly baseball tournament. Rivera
says they hope it’s the first of many to
come, and she attributed the success of
the tournament to their sponsors and the
volunteers who helped throughout the day.
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ball player bats during the Youth Sports’ Friendly Baseball

Tournament at Marine Corps Air Station Iwakuni, Japan, Aug. 19, 2017. Hiroshima
defeated the Iwakuni All Stars in the first game of the tournament.
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“It was a great success,” said Rivera.
“We had many great sponsors whom we
greatly appreciate and hope they will
support us next year along with many
more to make our future events even
greater than this year’s tournament.
Our Japanese competitors showed their
appreciation to us by cleaning up after
themselves and politely saying ‘thank
you’ and ‘goodbye’ to our All Stars team’s
families.”
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For more information on upcoming
events, contact Youth Sports at 253-3239
or 2563-57717.

8A190. EEEMTITONI-AXRREFRF—F 4V M T, 182K
EWRHBEEL—IVAF—ZXDL—H AT IVAF—EF,
Ethan Kowalski, pitcher for the Iwakuni All Stars, begins
to pitch during the Youth Sports’ Friendly Baseball
Tournament at Marine Corps Air Station Iwakuni, Japan,
Aug. 19,2017.
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Iwakuni City helps Americans make turns in right direction
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Marine Corps Air Station Iwakuni residents pose with
Japanese locals during a free driving class held for station
residents in lwakuni City, Japan, June 28, 2017. The station
residents learned traffic rules and manners, and droveina
live course with Japanese instructors and translators.
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Local Japanese media record video during a free driving class
held for Marine Corps Air Station Iwakuni residents in lwakuni
City, Japan, June 28, 2017.
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A Japanese driving instructor gives tips to a Marine Corps Air Station lwakuni resident during a free driving class held for
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| station residents in Iwakuni City, Japan, June 28, 2017. The station residents learned traffic rules and manners, and drove in L
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The Iwakuni City Police Department

held a free driving class for Marine

Corps Air Station Iwakuni residents in

Iwakuni City, Japan, June 28, 2017.
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Twenty MCAS Iwakuni drivers with
Status of Forces Agreement certifications
were invited to take part in the short,
educational workshop. They learned
traffic rules and manners, and they
drove in a live course with Japanese
instructors and translators.
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“I believe that adapting to foreign
cultures, customs and laws is very
difficult, including when you’re driving
a car,” said Katsuyoshi Abe, chief of
Iwakuni City Police Department. “This
event is a great opportunity to further
the knowledge of SOFA holders who are
driving here. I expect this school will be
effective for (station residents) and the
citizens of Iwakuni city.”

Bl R JEH T NS K B 38 iR A8
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Abe is regularly informed about traffic
accidents and violations by station
residents. He says he believes the
biggest causes are the differences
between Japanese and American traffic
rules and manners.
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“I think (station residents) have some
anxiety while driving in Japan,” said
Abe. “But I also know they are very

conscious towards traffic safety.”
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Toshiharu Fukunaga, traffic division
chief with the Iwakuni City Police
department, highlighted three primary
safety checks the stations residents need
to keep in mind to prevent unnecessary
accidents: turning right on traffic lights,
making left turns and backing out of
parking spaces.
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“There have been quite a few accidents
in parking lots by reversing cars,” said
Fukunaga. “To prevent this, check
around the car and then back out at slow
a speed.”
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When making left turns, check the left
rear side mirror, move to the furthest left

lane and then turn. Use the mirrors but
also look over both shoulders.
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To practice the right turn, an empty car
was placed on the right-turn lane at the
intersection of the course. In order to
avoid a rear-end collision, drivers going
straight were reminded to be mindful

of cars in front of them who might be
stopping to turn right.
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U.S. Marine Corps Sgt. Samuel Bradley,
a station resident, said that although
the Provost Marshal’s Office and the
SOFA classes do a good job teaching the
most common rules, this course may
have some more obscure things that
Americans don’t often think about.
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“I'm definitely going to be more conscious
of checking for bikes and motorcycles
and checking my mirrors,” said Bradley.
“That’s one of the things the instructors
stress, checking over your right and left
shoulders for bikes and mopeds that are
always on the streets.”
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He added that the course is more than
just a way for the Japanese police
department to teach Americans how

to drive. It’s an opportunity for station
residents to show their host nation

the respect they hold for their customs
and laws, and that they are willing to
improve whatever deficiencies they have.
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“It shows that we'’re giving an effort to
actually learn about their culture and
their laws, instead of just coming over
here and taking advantage of their
hospitality,” said Bradley. “This course
helps keep us out of trouble with the
Japanese police department, and that’s
always a good thing to avoid.”
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The station residents were thanked for
their participation and asked to spread
the information they learned during the
course to their friends and family.

COa WD TIAEE NI, EEE
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The Iwakuni City Police Department
intends to make the driving class the
first of many and encourages large
participation.
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Celebrate Tanabata by wishing for
kindness, knowledge or love, then tie
the wish to a bamboo branch and let it
manifest as the wind blows it toward the
stars.

THTH. S EHEME DS ETNCSH5E
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Marine Corps Air Station Iwakuni
residents inscribed their wishes as part
of the Tanabata, also known as the star
festival, celebration during a visit to
Kinjuen Nursing Home in Iwakuni City,
Japan, July 7, 2017.
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Air station residents, Japa

P o

The invitation to the nursing home
was set up through the MCAS Iwakuni
Cultural Adaptation Program. It gave
tenants of the air station a taste of
Japanese culture and friendship.
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“Celebrating Tanabata is rare in

Japan now,” said Mikie Watanabe, a
cultural adaptation specialist. “Usually
preschools celebrate it or you'll see
restaurants hang decorations, but you
won’t see an actual festival anywhere.
When the nursing home invited us, we
were given the opportunity to celebrate
deep Japanese culture.”

MBI ZIDAZ TN, HADILHR
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Participants of the event celebrated by
eating somen nagashi, or sliding somen

4 7A7H. EAR—LBERTAREDETAL—HICRLZIHAEELEE
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Marine Corps Air Station Iwakuni and Kinjuen Nursing Home residents
eat somen nagashi, or sliding somen noodles, during a nursing home
visit with the MCAS Iwakuni Cultural Adaptation Program in Iwakuni
City, Japan, July 7, 2017.

nese locals wish upon stars

noodles; playing with a kendama, a
traditional Japanese toy; and traditional
activities, like hanging a wish on
bamboo.
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“They put noodles down the bamboo
slide and we tried to catch them with
chopsticks,” said Shelley Hill, a station
resident. “We sampled some other
festival foods, which were delicious. We
wrote down a wish on colored paper, tied
it onto bamboo and sang a song.”

ILVEARE R, TS HERHA UYL 22U
Do AETROBIALRRTHILNTE
Fliz 1 &dahLiz,

Hill also said it’s an amazing opportunity
to interact with Iwakuni residents by
learning about their culture.

SOOI HAsH T FOMEUIR JE AL S
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Marine Corps Air Station Iwakuni residents pose for a group photo with Japanese locals during a visit to Kinjuen Nursing
Home with the MCAS Iwakuni Cultural Adaptation Program in Iwakuni City, Japan, July 7, 2017.

7055 L0O—RT. BEAD SRFREHNT.
Celeste Hill, a Marine Corps Air Station Iwakuni resid eats
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somen noodles, during a visit to Kinjuen Nursing Home with the MCAS Iwakuni Cultural

Adaptation Program in Iwakuni City, Japan, July 7, 2017.

The festivities helped grow the
relationship between station residents
and the Iwakuni community.
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“We didn’t care about the language
barrier,” said Watanabe. “Just shaking
hands or giving hugs makes people
smile.”
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Watanabe also said she grew up singing
the Tanabata song and still remembers
it even though she’s an adult. She enjoys
sharing Japanese culture with other
people and says getting to do so through
music is even better.

COHBRHMERIVBSRIR RS i
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nagashi, or sliding

Nobuo Kishi, the vice minister of foreign
affairs of Japan and younger brother of
Prime Minister Shinzo Abe, joined the
festivities at the nursing home alongside
its residents and American visitors from
the air station.

FEIKR DB & TR UKD LELT,
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“It was such a surprise. He speaks
English and enjoys meeting Americans,”
said Watanabe.

B e N PN IE =L
MUT, ZOfTHICBML, LY ZAALTH
STN kiR OB Z N,

Before Kishi left the festival, he gave a
few choice words, thanking everyone for
the time they took to celebrate the stars
distinguished in the story of two lovers.

COLYEDVDESEITHANDSIZ, B
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Celebrating events like this gives
residents from the station the confidence
to experience Japan.

http://www.mcasiwakuni.marines.
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Hannah Walker, a native of Michigan and Marine Corps Air
Station Iwakunivisitor, plays with a kendama toy during a
visit to Kinjuen'Nursing Home in Iwakuni City, Japan,
July7,2017, %
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Kikuko Shinjo, a Kinjuen Nursing Home resident, helps tie a wishto'abamboo branch during a
nursing home visit with the Marine Corps Air Station Iwakuni Cultural Adaptation Program in
Iwakuni City, Japan, July 7, 2017.
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Watanabe said the Japanese are aware
of the Marine installation in Iwakuni,
but don’t have many occasions to
actually meet people who live there.
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“This may be the MCAS Iwakuni
residents’ first time visiting Japan,” said
Watanabe. “If they have an opportunity
to go out, meet people and become
friends, then they’ll be more comfortable.
It’s hard for the Japanese and Americans
to communicate. This gives them a
chance to spend time with each other
and diminish any doubts they may
have.”
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Single Marine Program volunteers clean up Yuu Beach
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Story and photos by: Cpl. Carlos Jimenez
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Single Marine Program volunteers

from Marine Corps Air Station Iwakuni
gathered to lend a helping hand during a
beach cleanup at Yuu Beach, Japan, Aug.
25, 2017.
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The event was an opportunity to
demonstrate the willingness of service
members to be respectful ambassadors
and contribute to making Japan a better,
cleaner place to live in.
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“SMP conducted this beach cleanup
because we are trying to get involved
with our Japanese nationals and trying

to make a difference every time we come
out here,” said Oana Ivanoff, the manager
of Marine Lounge. “We’re showing our
nationals that we're good ambassadors
and willing to help them out.”
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Volunteers reported picking up debris
like trash bags, plastic containers

and plastic foam, some of which was
left behind by Americans from the air
station.
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Single Marine Program (SMP) volunteers from Marine Corps Air Station

. Iwakuni compile all the collected trash during an SMP Yuu Beach cleanup
in lwakuni City, Japan, Aug. 25,2017.
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“It’s important for us to help out with
any projects going on around here in the
local area, because if we caused some of
the mess, we need to help clean it up,”
said U.S. Marine Corps Cpl. Andrew
King, chemical biological radiological
nuclear defense specialist with Marine
Aircraft Group 12. “A lot of people don’t
realize this stuff is not biodegradable, so
it just sits around forever. We have a lot
of buildup of that.”
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Twenty-eight service members from
around the air station participated in the
cleanup and were joined by two Japanese
locals from Iwakuni City Hall and one
student from the National Institute of
Technology in Yamaguchi Prefecture.
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http://www.mcasiwakuni.marines.
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Takumi Maeda, a Japanese local, participates in a Single Marine
Program Yuu Beach cleanup volunteer event in Iwakuni City,
Japan, Aug. 25, 2017. Maeda joined two other Japanese locals
and twenty-eight service members from Marine Corps Air
Station Iwakuni in the beach cleanup.
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“We always have a few Japanese people
actually helping the American volunteers
with the cleanup,” said Ivanoff. “It’s good
to see the volunteers making new friends
with Japanese nationals.”
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Ivanoff said the SMP conducts three
volunteer events a month, including
the Yuu Beach cleanup. She added that
volunteering with the SMP helps both
the Japanese locals and the volunteers
themselves.
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According to Ivanoff, the SMP provides
service members a unique opportunity

to explore different parts of Japan and
experiences the culture as they volunteer.
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Ivanoff said she hopes that the
volunteers help spread the word so new
volunteers participate in the program.
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Single Marine Program (SMP) volunteers from Marine Corps Air Station Iwakuni pick
up trash during an SMP Yuu Beach cleanup in Iwakuni City, Japan, Aug. 25, 2017.

events visit https://mcesiwakuni.com/
marine-family/smp/ or call 253-3585.
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Marine Corps Air Station Iwakuni
residents traveled with the Cultural
Adaptation Program for a Japanese
cooking class at Santopia in Otake,
Japan, July 25, 2017.
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Participants were led in their endeavor by
Sachiko Tamura, a chef with the Iwakuni
City Food Promotion Association, who
demonstrated how to properly prepare
and cook sushi, tempura and a Japanese
dessert pudding.
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The class gave a common purpose for
participants to work together and learn
Japanese cooking skills that can be used
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MCAS Iwakuni residents attend Japanese cooking class
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Marine Corps Air Station Iwakuni residents work together to devein shrimp for sushi and

pura during a Jap

within their own homes.
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“Events like this help community
relations because we get to come out
here and see exactly how they live, cook
and eat,” said Elizabeth Scott, an air
station resident. “We also get to interact
with them and learn new things. My
favorite part of today was learning

how to keep the tempura batter on all
the different vegetables. It was a neat
technique using the mayonnaise and not
just the powder and the water.”

REIAETIRHANE DBGRZREITZI T
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Along with building relations with the

Japanese, the event offered a closer bond
within the air station community as well.

king class at S

pia in Otake, Japan, July 25, 2017.

V8 (3 WA= VA AN | - PN AT
AIENRICEZS TN TEET, )k Rav b
EA 1555 LSOOI LAV TS
T S MM Z LIz WD &
S5DT. BHWCENSGTLREHOEE A
“Doing this Cultural Adaptation Program
event was a wonderful way to meet
different people,” said Scott. “Now, when
I bump into someone I have something to
relate with them and we aren’t so easily
intimidated with each other.”
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Upon completing the meals, air station
residents were able to enjoy their
cooking and the company around them.
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Tamura said she enjoyed connecting with
everyone who attended and hopes to
keep enlarging the size of her class. She
added that she enjoyed the cooperation
between everyone the most.
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Elizabeth Scott, left, and Lauryn Scott, Marine Corps Air Station Iwakuni residents, cook
pura during a Jap king class at S pia in Otake, Japan, July 25,2017.

During the class, participants learned new techniques to aid in their cooking such as using

may ise to help tempura batter stick to vegetables.
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Sachiko Tamura, a chef with the lwakuni City Food Promotion Association, demonstrates how to properly place toppings

before rolling sushi during a Jap gclassat$S ia in Otake, Japan, July 25, 2017. Tamura has been a cooking
instructor for eight years and led her first cooking class at Santopia with Americans through the Cultural Adaptation
program at Marine Corps Air Station lwkauni.
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Chandra Moudy, a Marine Corps Air Station Iwakuni resident, rolls sushi during a Japanese
cooking class at Santopia in Otake, Japan, July 25, 2017. Air station residents received a
demonstration followed by hands-on experience with preparing and cooking Japanese dishes.

78258 [LERAXNEOY YV FET X TiITOhAFHEBHE
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A Marine Corps Air Station lwakuni resident deveins shrimp
for sushi and tempura during a Jap king class at
Santopia in Otake, Japan, July 25, 2017.
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VMFA-121 helps prepare JASDF for F-35A
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Story and photos by: Cpl. Carlos Jimenez
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Marine Fighter Attack Squadron 121
hosted members of Japan Air Self-
Defense Force’s Third Air Wing for an
educational tour and class centered
around the F-35B Lightning II at Marine
Corps Air Station Iwakuni, Japan, Sept.
13, 2017.
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The tour was an effort from the

Marine Corps to share knowledge and
experiences of the F-35B Lightning II
with the JASDF in preparation for their
upcoming acquirement of the aircraft.
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Iwakuni, Japan, Sept. 13, 2017.
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“The purpose of today’s tour was to bring
some JASDF maintainers down from
Misawa Air Base, who are expecting to
get the F-35, and show them how we
operate our maintenance department
here in Iwakuni,” said U.S. Marine
Corps Maj. Adam Wellington, aircraft
maintenance officer for VMFA-121. “We
wanted to exchange ideas and answer
questions for them as they prep for the
arrival of this aircraft.”
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JASDF personnel were given several
classes regarding maintenance,
serviceability, operability and more.
Afterwards, they briefly toured VMFA-
127’s facility, taking a peek into different
departments and visiting the hangar

9B 13H. MEEFHEDEMICEZS, B121/5 MBI ERE (VMFA-121) . BHEEALEDT7 S Lo
Y E(R). ZOB. MZEAFHEOBEHEERESN, F-35B51 M=/ BT AHHEE R,

U.S. Marine Corps Maj. Adam Wellington, center, aircraft maintenance officer for Marine Fighter
Attack Squadron (VMFA) 121, answers questions for Japan Air Self-Defense Force (JASDF) personel ,
during an educational tour and class centered on the F-35B Lightning Il at Marine Corps Air Station
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to see, touch and study the aircraft up
close.
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JASDF Lt. Col. Mamoru Yamaura,
F-35A Lightning IT program office chief
with the Third Air Wing, said even
though they’re becoming increasingly
knowledgeable, they've come to the point
where they need to directly see how to
operate the aircraft.
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“It is very significant for us to see, meet
and talk with personnel who are already
operating or supporting the F-35,” said
Yamaura. “This exchange program is
very instructive for us. We've learned a

lot about the F-35 and the United States
Marine Corps. I believe we should have
many more exchanges like this.”
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Wellington attributed the success of the
bilateral event to great questions posed
by the JASDF personnel, the dialogue
between all players involved and the
fact that they are already well versed in
many things about the F-35B Lightning
II.
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He claimed that not only was the
training successful, but it deepened

the relationship between them and the
JASDF.
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“This training enhances the relationship
between the JASDF and the Marine
Corps at large,” said Wellington. “That’s
one of the benefits of this aircraft, it’s a
joint aircraft that’s going to be used by
multiple partners, including Japan. So
the fact that they’re going to fly the same
aircraft we're already flying is just going
to further strengthen the relationship we
have with the Japanese.”
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U.S. Marines with Marine Fighter Attack Squadron (VMFA) 121 lead a group of Japan Air Self-Defense Force (JASDF)
personnel during an educational tour and class centered on the F-35B Lightning Il at Marine Corps Air Station Iwakuni,
Japan, Sept. 13, 2017.

http://www.mcasiwakuni.marines.
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Japan Air Self-Defense Force (JASDF) personnel study the F-35B
Lightning Il during an educational tour and class led by Marine
Fighter Attack Squadron (VMFA) 121 at Marine Corps Air
Station Iwakuni, Japan, Sept. 13, 2017.
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Japan Air Self-Defense Force conducts Patriot Advanced
Capability-3 training at Marine Corps Air Station lwakuni
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The Japan Air Self-Defense Force 2nd
Air Defense Missile Group conducted
Patriot Advanced Capability-3 (PAC-3)
deployment training at Marine Corps Air
Station Iwakuni, Japan, Aug. 29, 2017.
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PAC-3 is a surface-to-air missile defense
system, which provides a highly reactive
hit-to-kill capability in both range

and altitude while operating in all
environments.
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This training displays the strength of the
U.S.-Japan alliance and demonstrates
the JASDF’s ability to rapidly deploy
multiple defense assets to U.S. military
installations across Japan.
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“We conduct many exercises with our
partners in the Japan Self-Defense
Forces,” said U.S. Marine Corps Lit.
Col. Robert Vuolo, the MCAS Iwakuni
operations officer. “MCAS Iwakuni
being a hub in the region and a strategic
location for the Marine Corps makes
this a natural choice of locations, and we
want to prove that we can work together.
. It improves our interoperability due
to the speed that we can bring them
onto the installation, set them up in a
position they can operate from and be
ready to utilize their systems.”
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The training enhances defense
cooperation between the U.S. and Japan,
enabling tactical units to improve
interoperability while strengthening
long-standing military partnerships.
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ound forces and critical

assets at all echelons from advanced
aircraft to cruise missiles and tactical-
ballistic missiles.
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During the training, JASDF service
members convoyed onto the air station
before deploying the PAC-3, AN/MPQ-65
radar set and Antenna Mast Group.
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“Both countries have robust ballistic-
missile capabilities and the ability

to perform this mission,” said Vuolo.
“However, there is a tremendous
amount of value for us to move those
parts around, deploy and redeploy our

forces and their forces to respond to any S L LU

contingency. It adds flexibility to the g
U.S. — Japan alliance and the ability fg
us to work together in meeting our join
mission of providing security to both of
our countries and the region.”
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Vuolo said for him, the most valuable
part of the training was meeting
Japanese counterparts and building
working relationships with them, which
could be taken forward into future
training evolutions.
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JASDF 1st Lt. Yui Okubo, armored
vehicle operations officer with the

2nd Air Defense Missile Group, said
conducting this training in an unfamiliar
location helped strengthen their abilities
to proficiently maneuver and deploy the
PAC-3’s, and she would like to potentially
conduct more exercises like this.
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“We don’t have many opportunities

o train on U.S. bases, and it was
meaningful,” said Okubo. “Rather than

~training at our own station, we can

improve maneuver proficiency if we
train at a different location. Most of our
members trained here for the first time,
and we would appreciate if we have
this type of opportunity again in the
uture. I think this training was a great
accomplishment.”

http://www.mcasiwakuni.marines.
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An MIM-104 Patriot missile syste
Defense Missile: Groui emel'sManne Corps |:'§Mlon (MCAS)
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Service members with the Japan Air Self-Defense Force (JASDF) 2nd Air Defense Missile Group,
set up the AN/MPQ-65 radar set during Patriot Advanced Capability-3 (PAC-3) deployment
training at Marine Corps Air Station lwakuni, Japan, Aug. 29, 2017.
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Service members with the Japan Air Self-Defense Force (JASDF) 2nd Air Defense
Missile Group, set up the MIM-104 Patriot missile system during Patriot
Advanced Capability-3 (PAC-3) deployment training at Marine Corps Air Station
Iwakuni, Japan, Aug. 29, 2017.
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INTERVIEW WITH A MARINE
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Q1. Why did you join to the U.S. Marine Corps?

A1. I was just looking for more of a challenge in life and traveling.
| wanted to experience more than where | was at. | like to talk to
people, so | went to a Marine recruiter to see what the Marine
Corps was all about. | walked into the Marine Corps office and

he said, “Yeah, we're the best of the best. What are you going to
offer us to make us better?”
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Q2. Please describe your job in more detail.

A2. What we do here is provide embarkation boxes for any gear
that's leaving the station. Any pieces of gear that need to be
shipped anywhere in the world, we're the ones who make the
box for it. The boxes are specific to the gear that we have, so if it's
a specific wing piece, we build it just for that.
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Origin: New Orleans, Louisiana

Job: NCOIC of Preservation, Packaging and
Packing

Q3. Where in the U.S. or in your hometown would you
recommend Japanese tourists visit?

A3. New Orleans, Louisiana, ... You can go to Bourbon Street, the
French Quarter, Mardi Gras, which is a two week festival that ends
on a Tuesday called “Fat Tuesday.” It's a big parade where we
throw beads, play music, eat great food - it's the biggest Mardi
Gras festival in the states. We have gumbo. Gumbo is derived
from the Haitians that were used as slaves in Louisiana. Gumbo is
basically like a stew or a soup. You have shrimp, crab and chicken
inside.
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Q4. What do you love most about Japan?

A4.The most | love about Japan is the people. The hospitality

of the Japanese nationals. When | can't find a place to go to,
someone helps me. | remember when | first got here, | was
looking for the mall in Hiroshima and | asked a girl on a bike and
she didn't speak English. She told me, “Oh no, sorry, sorry.” But
about three to five minutes later, she came up behind me ringing
her bell and basically she put it into the map and directed me to
the mall. I have been helped all over Japan.
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Q5. What do you hope to experience in Japan?

A5. What | hope to experience in Japan is just to show people
other places in Japan that they can't see.
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Q1. Why did you join to the U.S. Marine Corps?

A1.ljoined the Marine Corps for adventure. You can look at the
U.S. Marines and tell they stand out, and they're one of a kind.
Their uniforms and their history make them stand out.
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Q2. Please describe your job in more detail.

A2. My job here, as aircraft recovery, is to maintain the E28
arresting gear and to support tail-hook aircraft for arrestments. If
they have precautionary arrestment, or an emergency, the gear is
always 100 percent ready for an arrestment. On the expeditionary
airfield side, we work with M31 arresting gear and we have a
variety of lighting systems aimed at matting to build runways out
of metal sheeting. When we deploy to different countries and
different airfields, we'll deploy our gear and that helps support
fighter air planes and many other Navy tail-hook aircraft.
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Origin: Livermore, California
Job:  Aircraft Recovery and Expeditionary Air Fields

BREEEICA>IEI—
—IVRDSBNIE KRBT OTHIEWNT T,
Q3. Do you have any difficult and favorite parts to your job?
A3.The difficult part is maintaining the arresting gear so that it
will, take an arrestment 100 percent of the time, so it will save a
pilot's life and a million dollar aircraft. There's pressure in making
sure the gear is ready to take an arrestment. It's more mental and
having confidence in your work. They give a lot of responsibility for
lower ranking Marines. My favorite part is deploying. Getting to go
to other countries and installing the M31 arresting gear is the best
part. I've been to South Korea, Thailand and Australia. | like all of
them in different ways, but Australia was my favorite place to go.
I'd like to go back to Thailand during Cobra Gold 2018 though.
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Q4. Where in the U.S. or in your hometown would you
recommend Japanese tourists visit?

A4.In Livermore, | would recommend the local wineries. They
have quite a few of them out there. Napa Valley would definitely
be a place to go if you like wine.
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Q5. What do you hope to experience in Japan?

A5. I would like to go to Tokyo for New Years. It looks like a nice
city. There are lots of people and lots of things to do and that’s
what I'm looking forward to.

Q6. AR NI EIEBIVETH??
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Q6. What else would you like to say?

A6. I would like to thank the Japanese for hosting our military as
guests. The hospitality has been gratifying and we should keep
working toward the future. Semper Fidelis.
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Japanese employees honored in retirement ceremony
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Guests and service members from Marine
Corps Air Station (MCAS) Iwakuni,
Japan, congregated at Club Iwakuni
to honor Indirect Hire Agreement
and Master Labor Contract Japanese
employees during their retirement
ceremony, July 7, 2017. After being a part
of the MCAS Iwakuni community for so
long, the ceremony acknowledged the
appreciation for the retirees’ hard work
and dedication toward the installation’s
success over the years. While working
on the installation, the MLC and THA
employees are tasked with overcoming
language barriers, cultural differences
and a frequent change of co-workers.
Even with the challenge, the ML.C and
THA employees succeed in doing their jobs
and create friendships along the way.




