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UMGRA ) ;ppzrts Reunion of Honor in Iwo To MCAS Iwakuni hosts first joint Friendship Day air show
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MCAS Iwakuni honors retiring Japanese employees
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Sailor aboard MCAS Iwakuni saves life of Road Race participant
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MCAS Iwakuni residents experience Tea Harvesting
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High school students build bonds by learning together
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Service members take part in 38th Annual Kintai-kyo Bridge Festival
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Interview with a Marine : Cpl. Dwight Fiske
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MCAS Iwakuni service members recognized for assistance after mudslide
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U.S., Japanese nurses celebrate Nurse’s Week aboard MCAS Iwakuni
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Marine Corps Air Station Iwakuni,
Japan, opened its gates to approximately
165,000 guests for the Japan Maritime
Self-Defense Force/MCAS Iwakuni
Friendship Day 2015 Air Show, May 3,
2015.
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This year, the event expanded to
combine both the Fleet Air Wing

31 annual Open House and the
traditional MCAS Iwakuni Friendship
Day, resulting in the first-ever joint
Friendship Day air show.

FChudiig L AR K & DB i
ZLTECLD—HITT, 1 Lihd DI, FilE
FEHE o=k -7 v — KM, TThid
FER IR D 1 ki & R 7z 2 15 5
LAY ITHD, HFIFHfETE i3t
Bl BVET,

“I think this is a great example of the
close coordination we have between

the JMSDF and the U.S. forces here,”
said Col. Robert Boucher, commanding
officer of MCAS Iwakuni. “This is just an
outstanding event to show the spirit and
cooperation between our two countries
and we’re honored to host it.”
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Guests funneled through the gates for
Friendship Day, despite the less than
favorable weather, to enjoy the new
additions to the event and to see the
return of the air show.
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The last Friendship Day air show was
in 2012 and this year the show came
back in full force with old favorites like
the Blue Impulse and new acts such as
the Breitling Wingwalkers, an aerobatic

formation display team based out of the
United Kingdom.
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“In addition to being the first joint
Friendship Day air show, it’s also the
first time the Breitling Wingwalkers
have ever displayed in Japan,” said
Boucher. “There are a lot of great firsts
happening this year.”
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Along with the air show, visitors
swarmed the grounded attractions
such as the static displays consisting
of multiple American and Japanese
military vehicles and aircraft, while
vendors offered both American and
Japanese products and snapped photos
with any uniformed military members
nearby.
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According to Boucher, Friendship Day
continues to be a great way for Japanese
visitors to check out the air station and
to experience a little bit of American
culture. After integrating the JMSDF

http://www.mcasiwakuni.marines.

into the festivities this year, he added
that he would like to keep Friendship
Day as a joint event in the future.
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JMSDF Rear Admiral Isao Oseto,
commanding officer of Fleet Air Wing

31, mirrored Boucher’s comments saying
that it is important for the U.S. and
Japan to come together and coordinate
events like this because we are not

just allies in war, but partners during
peacetime as well.
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The Breitling Wingwalkers perform for visitors during the Japan Maritime Self-Defense Force/Marine Corps Air Station
Iwakuni Friendship Day 2015 Air Show, May 3, 2015, aboard MCAS Iwakuni, Japan. Their Friendship Day performance marks
the first display the Breitling team has ever done in Japan.
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obert Boucher, commanding officer of MCAS lwakuni, and
aritime Self-Defense Force Rear Admiral Isao Oseto,

ing officer of Fle tAir Wing 31, shake hands after an
during the JMSDmarine Corps Air Station Iwakuni

Day 2015 Air _‘)w, May 2015, aboard MCAS Iwakuni,
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Cpl. Alexander Cgtqn ‘ood siervice specialist with Marine Wing
Support Squad!‘on 7 'f_or a photo during the Japan Maritime
Self-Defense Forc: ne Corps Air Station lwakuni Friendship Day
2015 Air Show, Ma aboard MCAS IwakunizJapan. _'f‘ F
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e Impulse fly and preform one of their many acts during the Japan Maritime Self-Defense Force Marine Corps Air

akuni Friendship Day 2015 Air Show, May 3, 2015, aboard MCAS Iwakuni, Japan.
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A Japanese visitor stops to speak to Devil Dog during the Japan

Maritime Self-Defense Force/Marine Corps Air Station Iwakuni

Friendship Day 2015 Air Show aboard MCAS Iwakuni, Japan,
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A Marine poses with a Japanese national during the Japan Maritime Self-Defense Force/Marine Corps Air Station lwakuni
Friendship Day 2015 Air Show, May 3, 2015, aboard MCAS Iwakuni, Japan.
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Staff Sgt. Charles Poag, staff noncommissioned officer
with Combat Camera, gives a Japanese national a
high-five during the Japan Maritime Self-Defense Force
Marine Corps Air Station Iwakuni Friendship Day 2015
Air Show, May 3, 2015, aboard MCAS Iwakuni, Japan.
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Lance Cpl. Carlos Cruz Jr.
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Marines with Marine Aerial Refueler
Transport Squadron 152 from Marine
Corps Air Station Iwakuni, Japan,
provided transportation support for the
70th Anniversary Reunion of Honor of
the Battle of Iwo Jima, March 21, 2015.
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“VMGR-152 supports the Reunion of
Honor every year,” said Capt. Charles
Casey, an aircraft commander with
VMGR-152. “Being a (III Marine
Expeditionary Force) asset stationed in
MCAS Iwakuni has us doing things that
the Air Force would usually do for us.”
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Usually, VMGR-152 does refueling or
low flying air drop missions, but being
stationed in the pacific, transport
missions like this are very common.
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Every year there are less and less
veterans from the battle of Iwo Jima still

alive to attend the reunion.
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“It’s a great honor to be involved in the
anniversary on Iwo Jima,” said Casey.
“Unfortunately, because of when the
battle was fought, we won’t be able

to celebrate this much longer so it’s
important that we make it the best we
can out of respect for these veterans.”
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Service members and civilians who
supported the reunion got a chance to
socialize with the veterans on Mount
Suribachi, where five Marines and a
sailor raised the American Flag at the
battle in Iwo To during World War II.
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“Being a Lockheed KC-130J Hercules
aircraft pilot, we get to travel all over the

world,” said Casey. “Often times we just
land at the airport, look out the window

and see what’s going on, and then we
take off again. I thought that’s what
was going to happen coming out here to
Iwo Jima, but then I found out we were
staying overnight and spending some
time on the island, which made it that
much sweeter.”
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VMGR-152 plays a vital role in support
of the reunion according to Cpl. Eli
Wallace, a crew master with VMGR-152.
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“Without us, these veterans might not
have had the chance to reunite like this,’
said Wallace.
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“I'm so thankful for peace... That we

can gather on this hill with who were
once called an enemy. They were never
an enemy to me, I didn’t even know

who they were, I was just defending
myself and my country,” said Hershel

W. Williams, 91, a retired chief warrant
officer four in the Marine Corps.
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Capt. Charles Casey, left, an aircraft commander with Marine

'8 Aerial Refueler Transport Squadron 152, and 1st Lt. Jacob

1 Billups, a pilot with VMGR-152, prepare to take flight to lwo

To, formally known as Iwo Jima, from Kadena Air Base, Japan,
March 22, 2015. VMGR-152 provided transportation for Marines,
VIPs and vehicles.
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(Photo on page 8) Marines with Marine Aerial Refueler
Transport Squadron 152 load a staircase onto a KC-130J)
Hercules after the Reunion of Honor Ceremony on Ilwo To,
formerly known as Iwo Jima, March 21, 2015.
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U.S. Marines and Japanese troops display their nations' colors during the 70th Anniversary lwo Jima
Reunion of Honor ceremony at lwo To, Japan, March 21, 2015.
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Department representatives, U.S. officials and retirees pose for a picture after the retirement ceremony at the Landing Zone inside
Club lwakuni aboard Marine Corps Air Station lwakuni, Japan, June 25, 2015. Photo by Lance Cpl. Mark Adams.
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Station residents and retirees gathered
inside Club Iwakuni aboard Marine
Corps Air Station Iwakuni, Japan, for a
retirement ceremony June 25, 2015.
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At the ceremony, only 15 retirees
attended to receive certificates of
appreciation, but in total the ceremony
honored 39 retirees coming from a
variety of departments within the
station.
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YukihisaTasaka, an Employee
Management Relations Technician with
the Civilian Human Resources Office,
began the ceremony with opening
remarks followed by the presentation of
certificates.
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After the certificate presentation, Col.
Robert V. Boucher, commanding officer of
MCAS Iwakuni, voiced his appreciation
toward the Japanese employees and the
positive affect they have on the station.
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“The air station plays a vital role in
maintaining peace and stability in the
pacific region,” said Boucher. “Although
it may have been difficult during the
course of their day-to-day duties to

see the importance of their individual
contributions, I can assure you that we
could not have accomplished our mission
here without their loyal and dedicated
service. I hope they take a great deal of
personal satisfaction in knowing that the
air station’s success is their success.”
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The 39 retirees worked anywhere from
16 to 37 years aboard station. Before
the employees officially retire, they
sign a one-year contract and they train
their replacements to the best of their
abilities.
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This ceremony is held annually to honor
all of the Japanese employees retiring
within the year and to show the station’s
appreciation for their faithful service.
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Tracey S. Sawyer, director of the Civilian
Human Resources Office, praised the
contractor’s loyalty to the station and
the contributions they have made to the
station’s mission success.
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Col. Robert V. Boucher, left, commanding officer of MCAS Iwakuni,
and Hiroshi Fujisawa, right, a tractor-trailer driver with Logistics,

cut the cake at the retirement ceremony inside Club Iwakuni
aboard Marine Corps Air Station Iwakuni, Japan, June 25, 2015.

Photo by Lance Cpl. Carlos Cruz Jr.

“I can’t imagine the air station without
Japanese employees because they
provide a constant work force versus
military members who come and go
every two-to-three years,” said Sawyer.
“If it wasn’t for my Japanese employees,
who helped me navigate and get
comfortable, I don’t think our office
would even be standing. Overall, the
presence of those retiring employees will
be truly missed.”
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Having Japanese natives work on an
American air station can lead to some
obstacles such as the language barrier,
but both the Japanese and Americans
work through those difficulties and build
friendships along the way.
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“It was hard for me to communicate with
American people as my English was not

good,” said Minoru Horino, an engineer
with Facilities. “But it's very enjoyable
working alongside service members as
they are so positive. Generally, I had
very good experience in my life working
together and found improvement in my
English speaking and knowledge of their
culture, customs and courtesies.”
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Japanese people are naturally very
appreciative, but this ceremony provided
the opportunity to show those Japanese

http://www.mcasiwakuni.marines. i

contractors how much the U.S. air
station appreciates them.
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“On behalf of all the Marines, sailors
and civilians of MCAS Iwakuni, I offer
a sincere congratulations and heartfelt
thank you for all they have contributed
to our organizations and community,”
said Boucher.
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Station residents and retirees gathered inside Club Iwakuni aboard Marine Corps Air Station Iwakuni, Japan, for a retirement
ceremony June 25, 2015. At the ceremony, only 15 retirees attended to receive certificates of appreciation, but in total the
ceremony honored 39 retirees coming from a variety of departments within the station. Photo by Lance Cpl. Carlos Cruz Jr.
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Sailor aboard MCAS Iwakuni saves life of Road Race participant

|

=

5A120. EEHRFATRINKEEXDER. ER
BRIECSEETHFRESOFERESRE
aNn=k-r1o—EFERI) =y IOREE.
FAYY AR—V—BEKXEH, BHKIIERT
BERERLSAT—U—BEXBEAESIT:,
Navy Lt. Nathan Hemerly, a family medicine
doctor at the Robert M. Casey Medical and
Dental Clinic, and Akehiko Date, chairmen
at the General Incorporated Association
Iwakuni City Sports Association, pose for a
picture after Date presented Hemerly with
a certificate of appreciation at the city hall
in Iwakuni City, Japan, May 12, 2015.

CASOATL N
JIVAZA =R T2 T
Story and photo by;

Lance Cpl. Carlos Cruz Jr.
20154E5H12H / May 12, 2015
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While participating in the 9th annual
Kintaikyo Road Race in Iwakuni City,
Japan, all of Navy Lt. Nathan Hemerly’s
medical training kicked in when the
balance between life and death was put
in his hands.
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Hemerly, with the assistance of a local
Japanese nurse, performed CPR on

a female participant of the race who
suddenly fell and became unconscious
during the run.
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“I've dealt with situations like this
during exercises in medical school, but
this was the first real life scenario that
I've ever been in, I was pretty nervous,”
said Hemerly.
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Hemerly finished the 10k run and as

he walked along the sidelines looking
for his wife and son, he saw one of the
runners collapse.
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“I thought that she had just tripped,”
said Hemerly. “She got up and looked
just fine, but then she fell again. At

that time another Japanese participant
helped her up and then continued
running. Each time she fell I kept
getting closer to the fence because every
time it seemed more unusual.”
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The third time the woman fell, Hemerly
and a Japanese nurse came to her aid
and found the women unconscious and
without a pulse. The nurse began to
perform chest compressions as Hemerly
took her head and performed rescue
breaths.
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“It was hard for me to know when to
breathe because of the language barrier
so I had to watch and wait for her to
finish her chest compressions and then
I’d perform two rescue breaths,” said
Hemerly. “After I gave the two breaths,
the women coughed and then started
breathing again.”
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Hemerly said there were some concerns
in his head from a liability stand point,
but when she went down for a third time
and nobody was around, those concerns
immediately went away and his instincts
took charge.
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The Iwakuni City government found

out about the incident and, with the
confirmation of witnesses, decided they
wanted to recognize Hemerly for his
heroic actions.

TN—b A O — R R Zy 7 D5
JEBETHHN—) —igd KRIE5H12H.
AERTTCAEAR S S IRZ
Mshiz,

The Iwakuni City Sports Association
presented Hemerly, a family medicine
doctor at the Robert M. Casey Medical
and Dental Clinic, with a Certificate of
Appreciation at City Hall in Iwakuni
City, Japan, May 12, 2015.
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http://www.mcasiwakuni.marines.

il Tz LT AIthsce
I REEH 2L TS, 1 Lahd ik, —
BUUEREN A TR T 2 2 RO OEY]
EIA ZhE BROMFICL>TRES
W RRET L )

“At the Road Race we have a lot of
medical staff ready to respond to
unforeseen situations, but (Hemerly)
acted first in this situation and we
appreciate that,” said Akehiko Date,
chairmen at the General Incorporated
Association Iwakuni City Sports
Association. “It was a very symbolic
event for Japan and the U.S.”
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Hemerly said it was hard to believe

the government went through all

the planning and coordinating to put
together the ceremony for him, adding
that he’s just happy he was able to save
the woman’s life.
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“I was just doing what I thought was
the right thing to do, I wasn’t looking
for any attention,” said Hemerly. “Part
of why we’re here is to build bonds with
the Japanese, and I believe this situation
could be viewed as an act of friendship.”
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Coordinators with the sports association
put all of their efforts into hosting the
Road Race and invited Americans to

show and build the relationship between
the U.S. and Japan.
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Date said that the act of kindness made
by Hemerly is proof that the relationship
really is growing.
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Hemerly said he encourages everyone to
get certified in Basic Life Support, just in
case someone else ends up in a situation
like the one he experienced.
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MCAS Iwakuni residents experience Tea Harvesting

GREH . Vah Y R hE
Story and photos by;
Cpl. Jessica Quezada

20154E5H7H / May 7, 2015
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Marine Corps Air Station Iwakuni,
Japan, residents visited Hirose-Iwakuni
High School to harvest green tea leaves
in Iwakuni City, May 7, 2015.
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Coordinated by the Cultural Adaption
Program aboard station, high school
staff and students greeted guests with
an opening ceremony and baskets ready
to be filled with green tea leaves.
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The students, guests and even elders
from a local nursing home spent the
afternoon selectively picking the green
tea leaves that would later be fanned,
steamed, cooled, pressed, rolled and
dried fog'éveryone’s enjoyment.
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“This was a good chance to get out of the
work environment and meet the locals,”
said 1st. Lt. Brandon Connelly, division
officer with Marine Aviation Logistics
Squadron 12. “My experience here in
Japan has been wonderful. Work is

crazy, but I love to get out and enjoy the'
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culture. When you go out and interact
at events like this and see the Japanese
here in their environment vice reading
about it or watching things on TV, this is
better.”
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Green tea originated in China during
the ninth century, but is now associated
with many cultures throughout Asia,
including Japan.
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Originally a drink of the religious
classes, Japanese priests and diplomats

. traveled to China te.learn about the

culture and ended up returning with the
treasured tea.
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In Japan, Shizuoka, Kagoshima and

Uji tea fields are the most well known
places for tea cultivation and the rise in
popularity has made tea a very common
drink in Japanese society.

TAADOHIRH S A ek, bR 2
Lt O TIERICHEiZEDTU, 1E56T
DIF, YLiEA T g I LS 0T 2.3
FIEEA, RIS D B, ks &
RBEDFHA ULICEF BB R >TVE

T, AHRARHDOLZ R, RBIME LTI A
RIEFERA, e, BRZFHIHAT 2D,
P DR EZ BRI LD, FIUME DL
Dz fEFRIEDB DT, AEIGB AT
BHHELADT, G HOTDEEBRIEIER I
FEeDTY,

"We have a historic tea ceremony that’s
originally for the higher class and is
very expensive,” said Mikie Watanabe,
cultural adaption specialist. “Drinking
tea is all about the health benefits and
customs in Japanese culture. When

we have a meal or break time, tea

is always there as a beverage. Also,
handpicking tea leaves ensures high
quality tea because it’s more selective
and pure. Iwakuni is not famous for tea
harvesting, so this is a very unique and
special opportunity.”
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After collectively picking 37 pounds of
green tea leaves, everyone gathered

for lunch and attempted to converse in
each other’s native language, a unique
opportunity for the Americans and
Japanese.
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“The qp'mmunication barrier is always
something to work through, but it’s
interesting,” said Connelly. “Trying to
communicate and interact breaks down
barriers and instead of sitting in the
barracks or playing video games, you can
go meet the locals and interact to have
better memories.”
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Through cultural exchanges like the Tea
Harvesting event, station residents can
broaden their knowledge about Japan
while better solidifying a growing U.S.-
Japanese relationship.
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Marine Corps Air Station Iwakuni, Japan, residents pick green tea leaves during a Cultural Adaption Program tea harvesting

event in lwakuni City, May 7, 2015. During the visit to Hirose-lwakuni High School, students, guests and even elders from a
local nursing home picked 37 pounds of green tea leaves that will be fanned, steamed cooled, pressed, rolled and dried for
everyone’s enjoyment.
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A Hirose-lwakuni High School student presents a green tea leaf to Marine Corps Air Station Iwakuni, Japan, residents durin
a Cultural Adaption Program tea harvesting event in lwakuni City, May 7, 2015. Through cultural exchanges like the tea
harvesting event, station residents can broaden their knowledge about Japan while better solidifying a growing U.S.-
Japanese relationship.
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High school students build bonds by learning together
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Students with Matthew C. Perry High School and Noda Gakuen High School make snacks during a visit to M.C. Perry

aboard Marine Corps Air Station Iwakuni, Japan, April 24, 2015. The visit is part of the Noda Gakuen High School’s Global
International Course that's main focus is to give students resources needed to imp| guage and communication skills,
understand their roles in different societies and actively challenge themselves to try new things.
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BHEGUH VAR FIVALE
Story and photos by;

Cpl. Luis Ramirez
20154E4H24H / April 24, 2015
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Students with Noda Gakuen High
School, Yamaguchi City, Japan, traveled
to the Matthew C. Perry High School
aboard Marine Corps Air Station
Iwakuni, April 24, 2015, as part of the
schools’ Global International Course.

B AR, CIa—AD—H/ N Z ANTVED
DR e a3 o —oa U Bl
Zn X, Ut 2B B A7 O
2R TED IS LB R Rt L B
LOZEIEEASHRREE 2L THS,
The GI Course’s main focus is to give
students resources needed to improve
language and communication skills,
understand their roles in different
societies and actively challenge
themselves to try new things.
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The visit to M.C. Perry High School also
presented the students of Noda Gakuen
the opportunity to travel to an American
school, giving them the chance to
experience western culture firsthand.

http://www.mcasiwakuni.marines.
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Students from the Matthew C. Perry High School and Noda Gakuen High School bond during a mathematics class
while a visiting M.C. Perry aboard Marine Corps Air Station Iwakuni, Japan, April 24, 2015.
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“This is a great opportunity for my
students, to meet American children that
are their same age,” said Luaus Bohaty,
an English teacher at the Noda Gakuen
High School. “It’s a unique experience
that I hope my students won’t take
for granted. I don’t know who is more
excited about visiting the air station’s
schools, me or them.”
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Upon arrival, students met members of
the M.C. Perry student body who they
would spend the day shadowing, bonding
and learning from.
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Throughout the visit, students learned
from each other during multiple classes
as the school day continued, everything
from making some of the M.C. Perry
students’ favorite snacks to taking part
in the schools Junior Reserve Officers’

Training Corps program.
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According to Bohaty, visiting a school
that’s on a military instillation adds to
the overall impact of the course because
it shows the amount of respect the
students have towards their host nation.
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“This is an event that both schools won’t
easily forget,” said Richard Peterson,
the student activity coordinator for

M.C. Perry High School. “It gives the
students that opportunity to experience
a different culture and it gives them

the chance to build bonds and make
friendships that last a lifetime.”
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Peterson said that he is very excited to
be part of the GI Course and is looking
forward to helping his students and
Japanese students experience different
cultures for years to come.
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Story and photo by;
Cpl. Luis Ramirez
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Marines aboard Marine Corps Air
Station Iwakuni, Japan, participated in
the Daimyo Procession during the 38th
Annual Kintai-kyo Bridge Festival in
Iwakuni, Japan, April 29, 2015.
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The procession is an annual parade that
reenacts the return of a daimyo, one of
the most powerful feudal rulers who is
subordinate only to the shogun and his
entourage from the capital of Japan.
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As part of the bride festival, service
members had the opportunity to don
traditional kimonos as they transformed
into Koshimotos, lady maids and Tomo-
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Service members take partin

38th Annual Kintai-kyo Bridge Festival

zamurail, samurai warriors.
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“I think it’s very meaningful to be able

to have members of MCAS Iwakuni out
here to share this experience with us,”
said Yoshihiko Fukuda, the mayor of
Iwakuni City. “It shows how strong our
relationship is and how much stronger

it will become as we share our cultures
with one another.”
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Fukuda said he wants to share the
beauty of the Kintai Bridge with as many
people as possible because it’s the symbol
of Iwakuni City. By inviting members of
the air station to participate in events
like the bridge festival, he is spreading
the word and giving service members an
opportunity to see the beauty of the city
and its culture in different ways.
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Participants cross the Kintai Bridge during the Daimyo Procession during

& the Kintai-kyo Bridge Festival, April 29, 2015 in lwakuni, Japan. As part of
4 the bride festival, service members had the opportunity to don traditional
kimonos as they transformed into Koshimotos, lady maids and Tomo-

4 zamurai, samurai warriors.
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“This is a unique experience that not

a lot of people get to have. Not many
Marines can say they have been a
samurai for a day,” said Lance Cpl.
Anthony Moniz, an administrative
specialist with Headquarters and
Headquarters Squadron. “Taking part in
Japanese history and culture as wells as
interacting with the local community is
an amazing experience because it shows
how much they want to interact with
service members.”
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Moniz said he is looking forward to
continuing to be part of events like the
Kintai Bridge Festival in the future
because it enables him to see Japan from
a different perspective.

http://www.mcasiwakuni.marines.
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Cpl. Jessica Quezada, operations chief with the Public Affairs
Office aboard Marine Corps Air Station lwakuni, Japan, poses
for a photo before the Daimyo Procession during the 38th
Annual Kintai-kyo Bridge Festival, in Iwakuni City, April 29,
2015.
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Lance Cpl. Carlos Cruz Jr., bat correspondent with
' the Public Affairs Officea Marine Corps Air Station

Iwakuni, Japan, walks in the Daimyo Procession during the
38th Kintai-kyo Bridge Festival, in Iwakuni aity, “

April 29,2015.
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Cpl. Alissa P. Schuning, social media noncommissioned ofﬁt?r
with the Public Affairs Office aboard Marine Corps Air Station
kuni, Japan, walks in the Daimyo Procession during the 38th"
intai-kyo Bridge Festival, in Iwakuni City, April 29, 2015.
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Sgt. Giancarlo Maragni, left, a Marine Corps instructor of water
survival with Head ters and Head ters Squadron, and
Sgt. Miguel J. Perez, the H&HS Marine Transport Detachment
operations chief, pose before the start of the Daimyo Procession
during the Kintai-kyo Bridge Festival, April 29, 2015 in Iwakuni,
Japan. The procession is an annual parade that reenacts the
return of the daimyo and his entourage from the capital of
Japan.




INTERVIEW WITH A MARINE
AV ZE2a—DHEI5EBIE R T A T AVETY, T+«
ARG FEIFE RSO AT - I — 22—
(2015%E1 H~3 ) eI N & Uz, THUd A EEE R 7
Hal BT E DMK E DO 53n HZ I, BB
EREICHEZENBSHE T,
The 15th interviewee in this series is Cpl. Dwight Fiske,
who was selected as Headquarters and Headquarters
Squadron's "Marine of the quarter" for January to March,
2015. This is awarded to the most exceptional Marine
every quarter at MCAS Iwakuni's H&HS.
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What is your name, home town, and job?

My name is Cpl. Dwight Fiske, and I am from Brockton,
Mass., which is located 20 minutes south of Boston. I work at
the Air Terminal Division at the Distribution Management
Office. I am an air freight clerk, which pertains to inspecting
all cargo going in or out from Iwakuni through the air
terminal.
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How long have you been in lwakuni? How long have you been
a Marine?

I have been in the Marine Corps for two years and eight
months now. I have been in Iwakuni for a year and 10
months.
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Please describe your job in more detail.

On a day to day basis, we work with registered mail

and items that other units bring to us that need to get
transported to the states, Okinawa or any other place. If

it needs to be shipped, we handle it and we enter it into a
system called GATS (Global Asset Transformation Services).
That is the system we use to record any cargo that goes
through us. We have to put them in that system, just in case
a cargo goes missing or, for example, if a plane crashes, we
need to have an accountability of anything that was on the
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aircraft cargo-wise. We do that so we would be able to know
what was on that plane; what time, how much cargo and how
much weight was on it. Once everything is completed, the
cargo cannot be touched anymore.
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What is the difficult part in your job?

We work long hours. We have two shifts, we have a day shift
which is when the flight line is opened until 1430, and the
night shift, which is 1430 to when the flight line is closed,
because the air terminal has to be open between the hours

of operations of the airfield, just in case any aircraft would
come back with any passengers. The long work hour is the
most difficult thing about my job, but I enjoy my job.
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What is the favorite part in your job?

My favorite thing about what I do now is getting to see a lot
of unique aircraft, like different helicopters, different F/A-
18s, 747s, C-17s and C-5s. I get to meet a lot of pilots, who
share their experiences and I ask them what their aircraft
do.
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Why did you join to the Marine Corps?
I joined to the Marine Corps, mostly to get away from where

I was living. The area was not the best area to live in. A lot of
people where I'm from either go to college or get into trouble,
so I used this as an outlet. I wanted to see the world. I was
very selfish and very immature as a person, so I hoped the
Marine Corps would teach me to become a man, and it did.

I think I can say now that I am a better person than I was
three years ago.
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Did your parents say anything about you joining the Marine
Corps?

My mother was all for it, but my father wanted me to go to
college. I looked at how going to college I would most likely
end in debt, especially if you didn’t get tuition assistance. So
I took the Marine Corps as a different route that I could go to
for four years, basically like college. I can get my bachelor’s
degree before I get out, have a GI bill and I would have
money saved in order to go back to college. Then I wouldn’t
be in debt when I get out of college. That is the reason why I
joined to the Marine Corps.
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If you were not a Marine, what would you be doing now?

If I was not a Marine, I honestly don’t know where I would be

right now, probably working at my father’s business. I have

no idea of where I would be but I don’t think I would be this

far in life. I believe I'm pretty set up with my future because

the Marine Corps gave me some guidance.
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What site (in the U.S. or your home town) would you
recommend for Japanese tourists?

I recommend going to Boston. Boston is a beautiful city. I
recommend going to Fenway Park to see a Red Sox game.
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INTERVIEW WITH A MARINE

Do you have any recommended food in US?

I would say the seafood, because we have New England clam
chowder right in Boston. You will find New England clam
chowder everywhere you go.
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What is your favorite thing in Japan, such as a food or place?

I would say customs and courtesies in Japan. Now that I
have been to Japan and lived in the United States, I would
say the respect level here is higher and the Japanese people
work harder than Americans. They like to make sure the job
gets done first. I know for my two MLCs, regardless if there
is no work, they're trying to find something to do. That is one
of the things that I will miss, how hardworking people are
here. I wish I could stay here to work with them.
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What is the most memorable experience in Japan?

It is when I went to Iwo-To a year and three months ago. It
was the most memorable trip. It was really heartfelt. When

I was there, I thought to myself, "I want to stay in 20 years."
That mountain is like our symbol, and I was very speechless
being there. It is a very surreal feeling when you are up
there.
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Do you have a message to Japanese people?

I would suggest that more people come on the base, just to
see a little glimpse of what we do. Japanese people don’t see
us in our uniforms and they don’t see us actually do what we
do, day to day. I don’t think any Marines don’t like telling
what they do. I think it is only fair, we are in their country,
so we should tell them what we doing or why we are here.

rBARAOEME . BARZENULSESEHAD
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"That is one of the things that I will miss,
how hardworking people are here."
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MCAS Iwakuni service members recognized for assistance after mudslide
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Story and photo by;

Lance Cpl. Carlos Cruz Jr.
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The Japan Good Deeds Association
presented awards to representatives
from Headquarters and Headquarters
Squadron, and Marine Aerial Refueler
Transport Squadron 152 during their
65th Spring Commendation Ceremony at
the Meiji Jingu Gathering Hall in Tokyo,
Japan, May 23, 2015.
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The Good Deeds Association recognized
service members with H&HS and
VMGR-152 for their assistance with

the Iwakuni City Volunteer Council in
August 2014, after heavy rains caused

a destructive mudslide that became
further aggravated by Typhoon Halong.
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“The Good Deeds Association is an
organization trying to recognize people
or groups for their good conduct in
support of the Japanese community

and by recognizing those groups we
hope good conduct will spread,” said
Minoru Niguma, a member of the
executive board of the Japan Good Deeds
Association.“We are very honored to be
recognizing groups that are foreigners
to Japan. They’re not native to Japan
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but are still doing wonderful things for
the community, so we felt their actions
should be made aware of.”
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Typhoon Halong, a Category 5 Super
Typhoon, made contact with mainland
Japan, August 9, 2014. The typhoon
caused landslides, mudslides and
flooding that tragically killed and
injured locals and left damage to land
and property.
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Service members volunteered their
time to lend a helping hand to the
local community during the cleanup of
Typhoon Halong's aftermath.
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Sgt. Carlos Notarianni, the
representative for VMGR-152, said he
knows he’s not personally receiving the
award but he is honored to be there
accepting the award for his unit.
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Both the act of kindness performed by
service members during the cleanup

and the public recognition by the

Good Deeds Association contributed

to the strengthening U.S. and Japan
relationship.
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“I'm hoping that from the Japanese
perspective, they see this as a good
deed that will build our friendship,”
said Notarianni. “We’re a guest in their

country, so hopefully this will help them
see us as friends rather than foreigners.”
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The Good Deeds Association has several
branches throughout the nation and
those local branches are information
resources that tell the association all the
good conduct that goes on around them.
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The association has two opportunities to
honor selected groups, one in spring and
the other in autumn.
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“I'm aware that military members in
Japan come and go roughly every two
years, so we hope to recognize as many
of them as possible while they’re still
here,” said Niguma. “Once those groups
are recognized, this recognition becomes
motivation for them to continue to do good
things and encourage other to join them.”
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The Good Deeds association continues to
receive recommendations from Japanese
nationals saying that there are a lot of
foreign groups doing good things for the
community.
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Niguma said each act of kindness
performed by service members helps
build friendships between them and the
local community, and the association will
continue to host these award ceremonies
showing their appreciation.

http://www.mcasiwakuni.marines. i
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Representatives from South Korea and Marine Corps Air Station Iwakuni, Japan, take the
stage to receive their awards from the Japan Good Deeds Association during their 65th Spring |
Commendation Ceremony at the Meiji Jingu Gathering Hall in Tokyo, Japan, May 23, 2015.
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The Japan Good Deeds Association hosted their 65th Spring Commendation Ceremony at

the Meiji Jingu Gathering Hall in Tokyo, Japan, May 23, 2015. During the ceremony the

Good Deeds Association recognized service members with Headquarters and Headquarters
Squadron and Marine Aerial Refueler Transport Squadron 152 for their assistance with the
local community after a mudslide caused by heavy rains in August 2014.

23



www.mcasiwakunijp.marines.mil/

EREEEMER =SB REEEME

U.S., Japanese nurses celebrate Nurse's Week aboard MCAS Iwakuni
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The Robert M. Casey Medical and Dental
Clinic celebrated Nurse’s Week, May
6-13, aboard Marine Corps Air Station
Iwakuni, Japan.
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Throughout the week, nurses from the
Branch Health Clinic came together for a
series of events to celebrate a week that
recognizes the importance and hard work
that they do.
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“This is the first time (MCAS Iwakuni)
celebrated Nurse’s Week,” said Lt.

Lisa Watts, clinical supervisor for
immunizations at BHC. “We were

trying to mimic Yokosuka’s weeklong

celebration, because it’s a great way to
build camaraderie and if they can do it,
why can’t we?”
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The week began with a poster
presentation from Yokosuka Naval Base
and the Blessing of the Hands ceremony
where Chaplains poured oil over the
nurse’s hands and then said a prayer.
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The nurses continued their week with an
ice cream social, free breakfast, bowling
night, massages at the clinic and a cake
cutting ceremony.
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On May 11, nurses gathered for dinner

at the Club Iwakuni Ballroom, for this
event they also invited local Japanese
nurses from Iwakuni Clinical Care, JA
Hiroshima General Hospital and Medical
Hospital Iwakuni Byoin.
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Nurses from Robert M. Casey Medical and Dental Clinic, Iwakuni Clinical
Care, JA Hiroshima General Hospital and Medical Hospital Iwakuni
Byoin pose for a picture during a Nurse’s Week dinner social at the Club
Iwakuni Ballroom aboard MCAS Iwakuni, Japan, May 11, 2015.
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Tomomi Kuroda, deputy of the nursing
department at ICC, said this is her first
time coming on base to do something
like this, adding that she had a great
time and she wouldn’t mind coming back
again.

TR e A T A TREENTZE DD,
BN DR Z D BT DICHEDHF
FRAEEHENZRELTOBDE T AU AT
JTRAEV, AATETO—L R FAF
TVt EHTHE5H12HZF#OHL
LTWwa,

Nurse’s Week originated in the U.S. but
it’s not the only country that designates
a day or week to recognize nurses. Japan
celebrates the birthday of Florence
Nightingale on May 12.
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Watts said she’s glad BHC decided to
invite Japanese nurses to join them,

they had a great turn out and it helped
strengthen friendships between the
station and local community.
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Watts is going to organize Nurse’s Week
aboard station again next year and said
she hopes it will become an annual event.
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